
Letter of Recommendation Guidelines for the Goldwater Scholarship 
 

October 18, 2016 
 
Dear Goldwater Recommender: 
 
Thank you for writing a letter of recommendation for one of our Goldwater Scholarship applicants for 
the campus nomination. The mission of the Goldwater Foundation and its scholarship program is to help 
develop the nation’s next generation of researchers in the natural sciences, mathematics and 
engineering. The student should have provided you with a draft of their campus nomination application, 
including their research essay, a link to the campus online submission form, and the student’s Unity ID. 
 
Below are guidelines for writing and submitting your Goldwater letter of recommendation. 
  

1. Please make sure to address the Goldwater competition exclusively in both the greeting and 
body of the letter. An appropriate greeting would be Dear Goldwater Scholarship Selection 

Committee. Do not address the letter to me, to Ms. Alsace Gallop, or to the Fellowship Advising 
Office (FAO).  
 

2. We would appreciate your candid opinion for each requested item. Your evaluation will be 
confidential, intended for use only by the Campus Goldwater Scholarship Review Committee 
and if the student is nominated, by the national committee. Your evaluation will not be released 
to the applicant. 
Please evaluate the applicant's: 

 Personal characteristics 

 Motivation 

 Potential for a career in mathematics, the natural sciences, or engineering 
Your evaluation must address: 

 Criteria on which you base your judgments 

 How the applicant meets your criteria 
Provide specific examples of the applicant's performance and any particular incidents that 
illustrate the applicant's maturity, initiative, and potential.  
 
Please see more advice at https://goldwater.scholarsapply.org/recommendation-tips/.  
 

3. Your letter of recommendation should be no more than three pages, have one-inch margins on 
all sides, be single or double spaced and use either Arial or Times New Roman font that is no 
smaller than 12 point.  Letters can be (but do not have to be at this stage) on letterhead and 
should be dated and signed.  Both electronic and scans of hard copy letters and signatures are 
acceptable.  Please save your signed letter as a PDF file (preferred file names include “Student’s 
Lastname, Student’s Firstname_Goldwater Scholarship_LOR_2016-17_Your Lastname, Your 
Firstname”). 
 

4. Use the link to the FAO online submission form to submit your completed letter of 
recommendation to FAO before the campus deadline of Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2016 at 5PM ET. 
You will receive email confirmation of receipt. If you need to email your letter, please write 
“Goldwater LOR for NAME OF STUDENT” in the subject line and email it to me.  

 

https://goldwater.scholarsapply.org/recommendation-tips/


Letter of Recommendation Guidelines for the Goldwater Scholarship, continued 

Thank you so much for your help. I would be more than happy to help you troubleshoot any technical 
difficulties or answer any questions you may have about the Goldwater Scholarship as well as provide 
any input regarding any aspect of your letter. Ms. Gallop is also available to answer questions as needed 
(919-515-8391 and alsace_gallop@ncsu.edu). I know that good letters take time and effort to produce, 
and I deeply appreciate the strong support our candidates receive from recommenders like you.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Tiffany L. Kershner 
Coordinator for Distinguished Scholarships and Fellowships 
Fellowship Advising Office 
Campus Box 8610 
Raleigh, NC 27695-8610 
(p) 919.515.2237  
(e) tiffany_kershner@ncsu.edu  
Website: http://fellowships.dasa.ncsu.edu 
Twitter: @NCState_FAO  
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