
MAY BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 
 

May 9, 2018 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION OF ALLEGANY COUNTY 
 
Chairman Steve MacGray called the May Business Meeting for the Allegany County Planning 
Commission to order at 5:00 p.m. in Room 100 of the County Office Complex. Linda Simpson 
proceeded with Roll Call.  Present were, Chairman MacGray, Pete Davis, Jon Loff, Brian 
Miller, and Breann D’Atri. Mrs. Simpson requested that the record reflect five Board members 
were present and there was a quorum.   
 
Chairman MacGray then directed the members attention to a review of the May 9, 2018 
Business Meeting Agenda. Breann D’Atri moved to accept and approve the Agenda as 
presented. Pete Davis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Chairman MacGray then directed the members to review and approve the March 28, 2018 
Business Meeting Minutes. Brian Miller moved to accept and approve the March Minutes as 
presented. Jon Loff seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
VI. New Business 

1. Proposed Zoning Code Amendment - §360-139 Off Street Parking Standards – 
Angela R. Patterson, PE, Land Use & Planning Engineer. 
 
Angie Patterson stated that last March the County Commissioners adopted a new 
zoning code that had been recommended by the Planning Commission. It was a 
comprehensive text amendment. Since then, we have had trouble in administering 
the parking standards that had been changed, specifically as they are applied to 
Industrial uses. 
 
The existing language is “Industrial, professional and institutional office buildings 
shall have 3 parking spaces per 1000 feet gross floor area.”  The problem this 
caused was when you have a huge industrial building with a lot of warehousing, 
and you calculate your parking spaces based on square footage of the building, 
you are coming up with way more parking spaces than you need if it is 
warehousing.  This is an administrative error that the committee didn’t catch in the 
fact that it would affect that use. 
 
Angie proposed to revert back to the standards in place prior to CHRB 2-17 to 
read,” Industrial, professional and institutional office buildings shall have parking 
spaces equal to 50% of the number of employees at the peak shift, plus one space 
for each vehicle used in the business and adequate visitor parking.”  This language 
allows better flexibility. 
 
Schroeder Industries out in Mexico Farms is proposing a building addition and this 
parking standard could be a “project killer” if not changed back to the old language. 
This is the introduction of the proposed zoning code amendment.  A public hearing 
with the Planning Commission is scheduled for Wednesday, June 6, 2018. 



 
Jon Loff asked if Schroeder Industries was in favor of going back to the old 
language.  Angie answered, yes. They are very appreciative of this proposed 
change. 
 
Brian Miller asked if this is just an expansion of Schroeder’s facilities or will this 
also have new jobs as well.  Angie answered, both. 
 

2. Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation Fiscal Year 2019 Property 
Application Approval for Easement Purchase – Siera N. Wigfield, Planner. 
 
Siera began by giving the Planning Commission a brief overview of MALPF.  The 
program was established in 1977 to purchase easements to protect agricultural 
property that forever restrict development.  The first prime land purchased in 
Maryland was in October 1980.  MALPF was one of the most successful programs 
of its kind in this country.  The State of Maryland, with the work of the Foundation 
and its state and local partners, have preserved more agricultural land than any 
other state in this country.  By Fiscal Year 2016, a report showed they had 
preserved over 300,000 acres.  In Allegany County, we have preserved about 
1,252 acres. We presently have 10 easements, going on eleven with three more 
pending. 
   
To be eligible for this program, you need at least 50 acres of prime agricultural 
land, or less than 50 acres if you are adjacent to a MALPF easement. You also 
need to have productive soils. Two independent appraisals will be done on the 
property. The process takes 12 to 18 months from application to settlement. 
 
Siera presented the George and Dianna Hartley easement application to the 
Planning Commission.  This is attached to and made a part of these minutes. 
Applications have to be submitted to the MALPF office by July 2, 2018 and are on 
an annual basis. The Hartley property consists of 139.64 acres located in Little 
Orleans.  The house sits on 1.15 acres and they want to withhold 2 acres for their 
well.  Total acres to be encumbered by this easement is 137.64. 
 
Breann asked Siera about page 7 of the application regarding oil and gas leases.  
Who is responsible for doing a title search? Siera said the MALPF office, their 
lawyer does an extensive title search to make sure the mineral rights were not 
separated from the property rights. Breann also asked if there was a cost to the 
property owner from Soil Conservation. Siera answered no. 
 
Steve MacGray asked if the applicant is able to use the land after the sale of the 
easement.  Siera answered yes for agricultural purposes but no developing is 
allowed. 
 
Brian Miller asked if there was a length of time the property owner had to own the 
property before he could apply for an easement.  Siera answered no. 
 



Siera explained to the Planning Commission that no formal action is needed for this 
application by them, but it would show that the Planning Commission is all in 
agreement with the application. 
 
After legal counsel Wes McKee reviewed the Hartley Fiscal Year 2019 MALPF 
Application Approval form that Siera had prepared for Planning Commission 
Chairman, Steve MacGray to sign, he asked the Planning Commission for all those 
in favor of approving the application, please signify by saying aye.  Let the record 
reflect there was a 5-0 vote in favor of approving the application and it was turned 
over to Chairman MacGray for his signature. 
 

3. Discussion of Planning Commission Member Training Opportunities – Angela R. 
Patterson, PE, Land Use & Planning Engineer. 
 
Angie informed the Planning Commission that she is now the acting Planning 
Coordinator. She has had conversations with Wes McKee and Steve MacGray 
about “what can I do for you,” and now what can I do for the Board. Steve asked 
Angie about training for the Planning Commission members. Steve stated that he 
had some training several years ago. 
 
Angie learned that it is a State Law for Planning Commission Members to be 
trained within 6 months of becoming a member, but it is not something the State 
enforces. Angie prepared the following information for the Planning Commission to 
consider. Maryland Department of Planning will be holding the training at the 
different sites presented. 

    
Planning Commission Training Opportunities Discussion 

May 9, 2018 
Topics include: 

• Foundations of Planning 
• Comprehensive Planning 
• Growth Management 
• Planning Law and Ethics 
• Roles and Responsibilities of Planning Commissioners and Boards of 

Zoning Appeals Members 

Options: 
1. MML Conference 

Ocean City 
June 10, 2018 
1:00 – 4:00 PM 
 

2. MACo Conference 
Ocean City 
August 15, 2018 
8:30-11:30 AM 
 

3. Maryland Planning Commissioners Association Meeting 



Gaithersburg 
October/November, Date and time TBD 
 

4. Online 
http://planning.maryland.gov/Pages/YourPart/EducationWelcome.aspx 
Any time 
 

5. Host MDP in Allegany County 
Could be scheduled within 6 months 

 
  Jon Loff favored the on-line training and Brian Miller liked the on-line or the 
  local MDP to host training locally. Steve asked for Angie to look into our local 
  MDP to host a training session locally. 
 

Angie stated that she wanted the lines of communication to be open between 
she and the Planning Commission. If another date or time for the Planning 
Commission meetings to be held would be more convenient, let her know. 
Wes suggested setting a consistent day, week, and time, for the Planning 
meetings so everyone involved knows when to plan ahead for their schedules. 
 
It was decided collectively that it would be the third Wednesday of each month 
at 5 pm. Also noted, meetings will only be held when there are items to be 
heard. The new schedule will begin on Wednesday, July 18, 2018 if a meeting 
is necessary. 
 
As discussed earlier, the public hearing for the Zoning Text Amendment is 
scheduled for June 6, 2018 with possible action on Wednesday, June 13, 2018. 
On June 13th, the meeting will have to be held in Room 230, the meeting room 
next to the Election Board, due to early voting being held in Room 100. 
 

VII. Unfinished Business 
  

1. Possible Action on the 2017 Land Preservation, Parks and Recreation Plan – Siera 
N. Wigfield, Planner. 
 
Siera stated that the County’s next Land Preservation, Parks and Recreation Plan 
will be due in 2022. In 2021, she will begin early on with public outreach, survey’s, 
etc. The Plan to be approved was actually due last summer. 
 
Breann had sent Siera a list of comments and questions that Siera answered to the 
best of her knowledge.  
 
Mr. Butler interjected that since the departure of Dave Dorsey, we now have Angie 
Patterson and Siera Wigfield cleaning up some reports that are overdue and with 
this Plan before the Planning Commission, the State of Maryland has threatened 
our Program Open Space funding because we are long overdue with submitting it. 
Siera has taken the task on with the assistance of Angie and Mr. Butler. There 
were lack of surveys or public input that should have gone into this Plan, but for 
right now, this Plan is being viewed as the final document. There is some room to 

http://planning.maryland.gov/Pages/YourPart/EducationWelcome.aspx


grow as it relates to this report but very grateful for both Siera and Angie for 
completing this task. 
 
With no more comments, Steve MacGray asked for a motion to approve the 2017 
Land Preservation, Parks and Recreation Plan as presented. Jon Loff made the 
motion seconded by Breann D’Atri.  Motion carried unanimously. Steve MacGray 
then signed a Resolution adopting the 2017 Allegany County Land Preservation 
Parks and Recreation Plan.  

 
VIII. Public Comments in order of sign-up sheet. 
 
 Jackie Sams, 701 Nemacolin Road, Cumberland, Maryland – Asked about the status 
of Cumberland Chase and all the work that the Planning Commission spent on approving the 
plats.  Wes McKee stated that the project is pretty much dead. Wes stated that the plats are 
out there but the project, as a whole, doesn’t exist. Steve MacGray stated that Allegany 
County has stepped in to do a “next step” kind of thing.  Mr. Butler interjected that there is an 
RFP out right now for development of the property. There are some areas at the top of the hill 
(Montagne) that have been sold off by a number of banks that received the property after the 
unfortunate incident that brought us to this day with Cumberland Chase. However, the 
County has had a number of interested parties that are looking to develop this property.  We 
have also made great strides in expanding the roadway at the entrance of the Cumberland 
Chase property. Angie Patterson told Jackie that the plats are legal and recorded. There is 
Section A, Section B and Section C in addition to Montagne.  
 
Steve said that his understanding is that there are two parts to Cumberland Chase – one is 
already approved for building (Montagne) which is well and septic only with no stormwater 
management.  The lots are being sold and he thinks there has been some construction. 
Angie answered no, that no permits have been issued. Steve said that there are a lot of very 
interested people, though. 
 
IX. Adjournment 
 
 With no further business before the Planning Commission, Breann D’Atri moved to 
adjourn the meeting.  Brian Miller made the second.  Meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

The next Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 6, 2018 at 4 pm 
in Room 100. 
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