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The Secretaries & Almoners of Lodges in the Province. 
Provincial Grand Mentor & Area Mentors. 
 
20th March 2015. 
 
Brethren, 
 
Rule 183-Resignations. 
 
I attach the extracts from the Report of the Board of General Purposes, which was submitted 
and approved at the Quarterly Communication held in December, and has been approved by 
the Provincial Grand Master. 
 
I would draw to your attention the impact of the change, the period for deferral of a 
Resignation request has been increased from 21 to 60 days. 
 
If we are to be able to contact brethren who are on the point of resigning, and offering them 
options which may allow them to continue their Masonry within the Province, then as the 
Board recognizes this takes time, and therefore the Provincial Grand Master would appreciate 
it if Lodges were to take advantage of this change, in the hope that all brethren tendering 
resignation other than verbally in open Lodge, are advised that from now on the following 
procedure will be adopted within the Province. 
 
Upon receipt of a request whether in letter or by e-mail, the Secretary should contact the 
Lodge Almoner, the Provincial Grand Secretary, and also me. 
 
The Almoner should contact the member and advise that the Secretary has received the 
request, but that in accordance with the provisions of Rule 183 the Lodge wishes all 
opportunity to be taken to assist the brother in retaining his masonic links. 
 
The Almoner should establish if the pressures upon the brother are financial, age, work or 
health related. If it is one or more where the day of meeting, number of meetings, cost of 
subscription, ease of access or parking, etc are issues, then the brother should be invited to 
consider being introduced to a Lodge which may be able to meet such needs. 
 
At this point the Almoner should contact me via the secretary with a completed exit form 
marked PRE-EXIT, and allow me the opportunity to either contact the brother directly, or via 
the Area Mentor. We can then look to match the needs of the brother to an appropriate Lodge 
hopefully in his locality, but certainly within the Province, and perhaps ensure he is 
accompanied on his initial visit to “try out” such a Lodge, and ensure he is welcomed and 
made to feel at home. The Provincial Grand |Secretary will however record the resignation, 
but can recover the situation if retrieval is achieved by any one of us. 
 
A copy of the exit form is also attached, for your future use. 
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Clearly one area where we frequently find at present we are unable to respond in time is 
where the Treasurer supplies the Secretary with a list of brethren in arrears with subscriptions 
and the formal notices are sent and an item is listed on the summons to vote to exclude from 
membership of the Lodge certain brethren who will be named at the time the Resolution is 
voted upon. To allow contact to be made with such brethren, then the Treasurer should 
supply this information in sufficient time for the Almoner to make contact and hopefully 
resolve any financial issues ahead of such a Resolution. 
 
Brethren, I look forward to your support in this initiative as it is easier to retain than to 
retrieve brethren.  
 
 
Yours sincerely and fraternally, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please note Provincial Office is open Tuesdays & Fridays 09.00-13.00hrs. 
www.glosmasons.org.uk 

 

Provincial Grand Lodge of Gloucestershire 
 

F John Gillo PSGD Assistant Provincial Grand Master 
 
Mailscot, 15 Burnt Oak, Dursley, Glos GL11 4HD 
Telephone 01453548452  Email: apgm1@glosmasons.org.uk 

 


