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Biography/Autobiography/Memoir Book Talk
Project Specifics
BOOK SELECTION DUE IN CLASS: Tuesday, October 28th
Book Talk PRESENTATIONS: Week of November 17th
PART 1: THE FOLLOWING FIVE ELEMENTS ARE REQUIRED TO BE INCLUDED IN YOUR BOOK TALK: 
1. Title of book, author’s name and date of publication. 

· Who was the subject or topic of this book? Why did you choose to read about him/her? What interested you about him/her? Be specific. (Refer to the subject by his/her last name.)
2. Is the book biography/autobiography or memoir? 
· If it is biography, why did the biographer write about this person? 

· If it is autobiography, why did this person write it when he/she did?

· If it is memoir, what part of the subject’s life/career does it cover? 
3. Personal Information about the subject of the book:

· Birth date and birthplace 

· Family life 

· Education 

· Occupation(s) 

· Death date and location (if applicable)

4. What did the person accomplish that makes him/her memorable? What contribution(s) did he/she make to society?
5. How did the historical time period and place this person lived affect the character's life?
PART 2: SELECT ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TO INCLUDE IN YOUR BOOK TALK:

· Select two passages from the book that touch on two different significant events/experiences from the subject’s life. Read the passages to the class and discuss why each of these events/experiences were important to his/her development as a human being and/or influential public figure.
· Select two important quotations said by the subject of the book (not the author if it’s a biography). Read the quotes to the class and explain the significance of each quote in relation to his/her development as a human being and/or influential public figure.

· Who was one important person in this person's life? Why? Read a short excerpt from the book to illustrate this person’s impact on your subject’s life.  Be sure to explain how the excerpt you’re sharing answers the question.    
· What did you learn about this person that most surprised you? Why?  Read a short excerpt from the book as an example of something surprising you learned about your subject. Be sure to explain how the excerpt points out or reveals something surprising.
· Identify a serious conflict the subject of your book faced. How did he/she resolve this conflict?  Share two excerpts from the book – the first should detail your subject’s conflict, the second should show how he/she resolved the conflict.  Be sure to use your own words (in addition to the excerpts from the text) to explain the conflict and resolution. 

· What experiences or lessons from this person's life could a reader apply to his or her own life? Explain. Provide an excerpt from the book to support your response.  Be sure to explain how the excerpt relates to or demonstrates something a reader could apply to his/her own life. 
Additional Notes

· You will be completing a SECOND project with this book, so DO NOT RETURN IT TO THE LIBRARY IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING YOUR BOOK TALK!

· You can renew your book from the school library as often as you need to, you just need to bring the book in and renew it in person.

· If you decide to read a book from home, another library, or one that you’ve purchased, you MUST have a parent send a note (handwritten or email) confirming you have permission to read that title.  All the note/message needs to say is: I give permission for _______________________ to read __________________.




your name





         title of book
· YOU are responsible for staying on task and reading your book EVERYDAY.  This is your English homework EVERY NIGHT (even weekends) until the project is due.  You may periodically have small homework assignments, in addition to reading.
Reading Plan

_____________ number of pages/chapters ÷ 20 (days for project) = _______________ pages/chapters per day
