AUTOBIOGRAPHY ASSIGNMENT: ENGLISH 10 ADV.

Winch
(STEP TWO)
You’ve read The Autobiography of Malcolm X, the life story of a man who transformed himself after much personal hardship. You have designed a personal lifeline, charting the highs and lows of your own life so far.  This should have primed the pump of memories. You may use episodes from your lifeline for this assignment, but you don’t have to do so. Now you will write reflective vignettes on significant moments in your own life.
Assignment: You will write THREE chapters of your autobiography.  You will NOT write a chronological narrative of your life, just three SEPARATE chapters, each a vignette of some interesting event/experience.  Each chapter should be 2-3 pages long, typed and double spaced. (Times New Roman 12 point font.)  Choose events/moments/experiences in your life that had an effect on you and impacted who you are today.  Close each chapter with a reflection on/analysis of that effect.. 
Lastly, EACH of the chapters should somehow evoke a different emotional response in the reader. (happy, sad, fearful, surprised…) The times should differ.
Some possible topics:




an important event which taught me a lesson



an important even which changed me and how



my favorite, or least favorite, place and why


the most important person in my life and why


my biggest challenge and my reaction to it


my most embarrassing moment and its lesson


my “aha” moment when I realized something important



the best present I ever got or gave and its meaning


my scariest moment and its lesson


my happiest, saddest or angriest moment and its lesson


my best friend, pet, toy, etc. and its/his/her meaning in my life
One chapter should be about an event/experience/insight you had in your preschool or elementary years; one should be from your middle school years and one should be from your high school years.

Here’s the real challenge: Before each chapter, you must tell me what food I should be eating (DO NOT give it to me! – I’d gain 20 lbs!) and what music I should be listening to as I read it. You also must have a print of a major piece of art (which is somehow representative of the chapter, either symbolically or literally) as the frontispiece of each chapter. This must be a famous piece of published art, not something you draw or clipart. (You can color photocopy from library art books. Browse the masters.)  At the end of your “book,” as an Afterword, you should write about the food, music and artwork and why you chose them/how they relate to each of your chapters. 

You must bind the “book” and have a cover, with a creative title and illustration. The illustration should be your own work.  It can be a picture you have drawn or a photo you have taken. Inside, you must have a table of contents; each chapter must have its own title.  It must be typed and double-spaced.  YOU WILL CHOOSE ONE CHAPTER TO READ TO THE CLASS.
RE-READ THESE DIRECTIONS AS YOU GO!
Assessment:    The criteria for an “A” are that you’ve followed ALL of the directions above well AND

*Each chapter has a clear focus, sticks to the topic, and ends with a thoughtful    analysis of the impact of the event/moment/memory on your life or personality or attitude.


*The writing is clear and organized in a logical manner.
*The writing is descriptive and appeals to the senses as appropriate: it allows the reader to see, hear, feel, taste and/or smell whatever is being described.
*The writing evokes an appropriate emotional response from the reader. 
*There are no mistakes in grammar, mechanics or spelling (check for fragments, run-ons and pronoun usage!)
*It is handed in on the due date.
The criteria for a “B” is that you’ve followed ALL the directions above and 

*Each chapter has a clear focus but the analysis might be a bit weak or unrealized
*The writing is clear but organization may be weak or unclear

*The writing is descriptive and appeals to the senses but all senses may not be appealed to fully

*The writing evokes an emotional response from the reader

* There may be a few minor grammatical, mechanical or spelling errors

*It is handed in on due date

A project earning a “C” exhibits weak or incomplete writing or is missing parts of the assignment and/or late.  A “D” is missing significant parts or is done poorly on many levels. 
NEATNESS COUNTS! Anything that looks sloppy, messy, or hurried will be graded down.
DUE DATES (WORK ON THIS BEFORE WINTER BREAK. Do not wait until then.)
I will read your drafts during class time and give you verbal feedback and suggestions on their content.  I will NOT proofread for grammar, mechanical or spelling errors.  That is your job!

ALL Drafts of Text Due: Monday Jan. 11th
Completed Project: Tuesday Jan 19th  
Check List:
Chapter 1/Title ____               music_____             food______              artwork________

Chapter 2/Title____               music_____              food______              artwork________

Chapter 3/Title ____               music_____             food______              artwork________

Cover/Illustration ______

Table of Contents_____        Afterword _____

