Letter of Resignation from Pastor Thompson

oy

&,

: 7
Fhlia

Hopel utheran

Roger A. Thompson
Lead Pastor

Adam Knudson
Associate Pastor
Youth and

Family Ministries

Pam Campbell
Parish Administrator

Cyndi Gomez

Preschool Director

Janet Lane
Director of Children’s
Ministry

Alison Quinn
Youth Ministry
Assistartt

Ashleigh Wendland
Administrative Assistant

Preschooi: 1559]
www hopelutherarifresno.org

June 1, 2013

Dear Friends and Members of Hope,
Grace, mercy, and peace to you in Christ. Amen.

I am writing this letter to inform you that I will be
retiring on August 31. My last Sunday with you will be
August 25.

I have been in consultation with Bishop Mark
Holmerud of our Sierra Pacific Synod, and the ELCA’s
Portico Benefit Services, as to the specific timing and
logistics of my decision. Bishop Holmerud and Hope
Congregational President, Eric Wheeler, have been in
conversation as well. The many questions that inevitably
arise during a time of pastoral transition will be answered
as the process unfolds.

Chery!l and I have enjoyed our four years with you
and have been blessed in my time as your Lead Pastor. We
will always treasure the friendships we have formed and
the memories we have made, during the time we spent
with you, “Extending Hope in Jesus.”

We are excited for the next chapter of life that God
has in store for us, as we move to Arizona and our friends
and family there. We will keep Hope Lutheran Church in our
prayers as the Holy Spirit leads you into the future of your
mission and ministry. May God bless you and keep you
always!

Yours in Christ,

et

The Reverend Roger A. Thompson, Lead Pastor
CC: Bishop Mark Holmerud, Sierra Pacific Synod
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Letter of Explanation from Bishop Mullen
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December 18, 2007

Members of Hope Lutheran Church
374 East Barstow Avenue
Fresno, CA 93710

Grace and peace to you from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ;

All members of Hope Lutheran Church are receiving two mailings: this letter and a mailing from your
congregational council, which includes Pastor Paul Werfelmann’s resignation letter.

This letter is a disclosure regarding a breach of professional boundaries by Pr Paul Werfelmann.

In August 2007 Pr Werfelmann voluntarily informed me of an intimate, though non-sexual, relationship
with an adult female member of the congregation. Over a period of several months, there was daily
contact through cell phone calls and dozens of text messages, also on a daily basis. They met in person
frequently—always in public settings. Regardless of the public settings, there was an attempt to keep
knowledge of the depth of the relationship from becoming known-— deliberate secrecy. This relationship
went beyond and outside of his role as a pastor to the member. Let me be clear, though this was not a
sexual misconduct which would merit disciplinary charges, this was a serious breach of pastoral and
professional ethics.

In September the Council notified the congregation that Pr Werfelmann was granted a time of sabbatical
ending this December 31. This allowed him to engage in intensive counseling, reflection and prayer and a
monthly meeting with me. At my last meeting with him, I recommended and requested that he resign
from his call as Senior Pastor. He has now tendered his resignation.

We have now learned from Pastor Werfelmann that the cancer we all believed was cured has persisted

and he will again be entering into treatment. This is indeed unwelcome news, for him, his family and for
tne congregaiivn, Pr Werfelmann has “full coverage in the ELCA medical and disabilily beneiiis program, -
for which we are grateful. ' '

Pr Werfelmann’s ministry at Hope as Senior Pastor has now ended. In the future, there will be a time set
for a congregational gathering to say goodbye to him. In the meantime, I commend him and his family to
YOUr prayers.

Please know that I and my staff, continue to be in prayer for Hope Lutheran Church, your leaders, and Pr
Schoonover and the staff.

In Christ,

-—l—@é o Yo

David G Mullen

‘Rooted in the Gospel”

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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Letter of Resignation from Pastor Werfelmann

364 E. Barstow
~ Fresno, CA 93710

Phone: 559-439-4320 www.hopelutheranfresno.org E. Paul Werfelmann, Pastor
Fax:  559-431-4182 hope @hopelutheranfresno.org Allen Schoonover, Pastor
December 29, 2007
Dear People of Hope,

It is with sadness that I inform you of my decision to resign my call as Senior Pastor at
Hope Lutheran Church, effective December 31, 2007. I have not ceme to this decision
alone, but at the recommendation of Bishop David Mullen, following his consultation
with his agsistant, Pastor Noreen Meginness, their conversations with the Hope Executive
Committee and Pastor Schoonover, and my conversations with my counselors. Due to the
Bishop’s recommendation and local conditions which will be explained in a disclosure
letter sent under separate cover, I am resigning with deep regrets.

A condition of my sabbatical was that I was not to contact any of you, including
congregation, colleagues, staff and (we found out late) golfing partners. Therefore, I have
not spoken personally with any of the Hope group, but have been advised of their
deliberations through my conversation with Bishop Mullen. It was explained to you that
this was a sabbatical for healing and restoration, exploration of ministry and working on
difficulties in my marriage.

Bishop Mullen and his assistant, Pastor Meginness, have been meeting with me to
monitor my work on this sabbatical and assist in direction and purpose. They have
approved of my sabbatical work with Kyros Ministries, The Ministry Center on career
evaluation, a Spiritual Director in Danville and two personal counselors (one individual
therapist and one marriage counselor.) I have also been reading and studying about the
relationships of pastors and people, as well as some simple pleasure reading.

As you also know, I had prostate cancer surgery earlier in 2007. Since then, I have been
recovering and continuing to monitor my PSA count. I recently heard from my Stanford
doctor that it appears secondary treatment will be required for my cancer, which was not
completely cured by surgery. In all likelihood, this will entail radiation therapy. Based on
this diagnosis, disability is being arranged by the bishop’s office through the Board of
Pensions of the ELCA.

Through a wide mixture of good and bad times, dinners and classes, ups and downs,
weddings and funerals, baptisms and confirmations, the struggles of Sunday morning
schedules and the work for those less fortunate in our city of Fresno, our ministry has
been good for me, and I hope, for you. My prayer is that you will continue to support one
another in prayer and sharing of talents, both with one another and the community in

Extending Hope In Jesus!

P
%%% Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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which you live and play and work. I will miss the great children and youth, the passionate
and dedicated staff, the hard working people who make Hope what it is, and the work
Hope does ecumenically with other Christians, in interfaith cooperation with other
religions, and in outreach to and cooperation with the secular community.

I feel that my time at Hope has been a valuable and fruitful partnership with you all, and 1
know that while 1 have been significant, I am not irreplaceable. God continues to walk
with you and with me, and I plan to continue ministry in some capacity in the future.
Meanwhile, I thank you from the bottom of my heart for your support, nurture, prayer
and caring in my too-brief time with you. I will continue my prayers for you, and
anticipate yours for me.

In service to Christ and community,

G2 Ml

Pastor E. Paul Werfelmann
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