Specialist Children's Services

CONFIDENTIAL
	 
	
	Kent 

Fax: 

Tel: 

	
	Ask for:
	

	
	Your ref:
	

	
	Our ref:
	/

	
	Date:
	


Dear 

  
Your name has been given as a personal referee by * of *, in connection with * application to the Kent County Council to apply for a Special Guardianship order on (give first name of child).

A Special Guardian gains legal parental responsibility for a child, and can make decisions about where they go to school, when to go on holiday with the child etc. without reference to social services.  However unlike adoption, it does not mean they can automatically change the child’s surname or, for example, take the child to live abroad with them long term.  The child will retain some legal links with their birth family, however it will not be necessary for social services to be involved with the child, unless this is requested or in exceptional circumstances.

It would be much appreciated if you could complete the enclosed questionnaire.  As you will understand, all children need to live in an environment where there is security, affection, and an opportunity to develop as individuals.

It is a requirement that some referees are visited to discuss their reference.  Should it be considered necessary you will be contacted at a future date to arrange a convenient time to visit.
The questionnaire is a confidential document that will not be disclosed to the applicants without your prior consent. However, it will form a part of the formal assessment that will be put before the Court when the application is being considered.

Should you be aware of any concerns relating to these applicants I would ask you to state them within your reference, as I will want to discuss any such concerns with you at the time of my visit.

It would be helpful if you could return the questionnaire before I come to visit you.  I enclose a prepaid envelope for your reply, and I look forward to visiting you.

Yours sincerely,

Team Leader

Families and Social Care

Kent County Council

Encl. Questionnaire
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ADOPTION & CHILDREN ACT 2002
Confidential Questionnaire for Completion by Referees
Name of Applicant: 

Address: 

Telephone Number:

	Name and address of person(s) providing reference

Telephone Number:

How long have you known the applicant/s?

In what capacity? eg, as neighbours, through work etc.

How often do you see them and where? (e.g in their home/through work/socially

Can you describe the personality of the applicants?


Please comment on the strengths of the applicant/s

Do you consider the applicants relationship to be stable and supportive?

If single applicant how do you feel they could cope as a single carer?

From whom would they get their support?

How do you feel they cope with stress?

Do you know of any serious difficulty or crisis which has confronted them and how they coped with it? e.g. bereavement, marital difficulties, redundancy infertility, etc.

Do you know the applicants' own children (if any) and have you any comments
to make on their upbringing?

What do you consider heve been the effect of caring for other people’s children on the children or other members of their family? 

How would you describe their lifestyle, e.g. sociable, busy, isolated.

Do you know of any relative or friend of the applicants who might adversely affect the wellbeing or happiness of a child?

As far as you are aware, what experience have the applicants had of caring for, or working with children?

Could you comment on the applicants’ knowledge and understanding and care of children?

If you have children could you comment on how the applicants relate to them and if the applicants have looked after your children at any time.

Have the applicants discussed their application to apply for Special Guardianship with you? If so can you explain why you believe they wish to take this step?

What are the particular characteristics that you feel would make the applicants suitable to take Special Guardianship?

Please comment on their sense of responsibility, e.g. reliability, trustworthiness and ability to keep confidential information private.

Do you have any reservations about this family’s suitability to look after vulnerable, demanding or needy children?

Are there any other matters that you consider relevant, which have not been included elsewhere in this questionnaire?

Signatures:

Date

Your reference will be absolutely confidential with the Department

and will not be shared with the applicants.

Please return to:

     
Children & Families Social Worker
Specialist Children’s Services

     
�
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