January 2, 2018
Members of the Deacon Board,

I am writing to inform you that I will be stepping down as a member of the pastoral staff at
Tabernacle Baptist Church at the end of January 2018. Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond
(BTSR), where I have been teaching for the past six and a half years, has extended an offer for full-time
employment, which began January 1, 2018. After much prayer and long conversations with loved ones, I
accepted their offer. I assure you that my feelings are bittersweet as [ write these words to you. My
intention is to conclude my service to the church as Minister of Spiritual Formation on January 31st, but
to continue to serve in various ways as a lay person in our congregation.

Serving as a member of the pastoral staff has been a blessing beyond what I could've imagined
when I first began in February 2015. I have found so much joy in serving among you in our
congregation. Because my position as Minister of Spiritual Formation was initially conceived as a one-
year commitment, we had no idea at the outset that I would stay on for nearly three full years.
Nevertheless, it has proved to be a wonderful fit for me. This position has allowed me to build deeper
relationships with church members, visitors, and guests than I would have otherwise enjoyed. I have
been grateful for the trust of our church members in pastoral conversations, and also in brainstorming
sessions over coffee as we've dreamed together about various spiritual formation programs. I am ever so
grateful for our spiritual formation leaders: Sunday school teachers, small group leaders and hosts,
Wednesday evening leaders, series leaders, and others. You are a gift to our congregation, and I am
continuing to pray for you as you serve among us.

A lot has happened in the last three years. We weren't shy from the outset, either: Tracy Hartman
and I co-led a sexuality series ("Let's Talk about Sex”’) on Wednesday evenings in the Fall of 2015. The
podcasts from that series are posted on our website, and we often refer new TBC members and leaders
from other churches to that series. It has proved to be a useful resource as so many of us continue to
wrestle with all sorts of matters related to human sexuality and the church.

We've also seen our small group ministry expand and evolve, blossoming from three groups to
roughly eight distinct groups that have met for various lengths of time during the last three years. As of
the end of 2017, we have five permanent small groups that are continuing to meet in member homes. We
have had several short series during the Sunday School hour, led by a number of leaders within our
congregation. We have had a wonderful breadth of topics: on prayer, contemplative spirituality,
forgiveness, Baptist distinctives, racial reconciliation, Moses, N.T. Wright's Surprised by Hope, Brené
Brown's The Gifts of Imperfection, and more. On Wednesday evenings we've studied a great deal of
Scripture together, wrestled with our mortality during a Lenten Death and Dying series, and had many
deep, meaningful conversations as a part of our Tabernacle Stories series. In 2016, we had our first
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Tabernacle marriage retreat, and a second followed in 2017! And a number of other spiritual formation
groups have been meeting regularly these last few years: Marriage Enrichment, Ladies' Brunch, and
Brown Bag Bible Study, among others. We've also had a wonderful church-wide retreat each fall at
Camp Alkulana. And we've run our Tabernacle 101 series a number of times, in an attempt to help new
visitors, regulars, and members alike get to know our church better. I'm forgetting things: I know I am.
But this should give you a snapshot of what I've been up to and what we’ve been up to together these
past three years.

My commitment to our church is to finish strong in my role on the pastoral staff. I am actively
working to leave our various spiritual formation ministries in good shape for when I step down. Most
will continue under the good guidance of lay leaders. I don't want Sterling and Meg to feel like they
have to pick up a lot to make sure these ministries continue. For my part, I will continue to lead the
Community Room Sunday school class and serve on the Worship Explorers rotation. It will take me a
while to settle into my expanded role at BTSR, I imagine, but I will continue to listen to the leading of
the Spirit as I seek ways to serve in our congregation.

My heart abounds with affection for you all. I'm grateful for the privilege of serving as Minister
of Spiritual Formation these past three years: this unique vantage point has only increased my love for
our congregation. You are good souls. I imagine God delights in the ways in which we care for one
other, serve outside of our church, and encounter God in worship and elsewhere. My encouragement and
prayer for all of us is that we continue to pay attention to God’s presence in our midst, and that we might
slow down enough to enjoy it from time to time.

Grace and Peace to you all,

VY%

Art Wright

Minister of Spiritual Formation
Tabernacle Baptist Church
Richmond, VA

January 2018
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