Creative Writing

Graziano

Screenplay Assignment

For the final unit of this course, you will need to compose a 10-page original screenplay, formatted correctly, that contains characters (try to limit it to three or less), dialogue, action—remember, exposition will be largely omitted unless you’re using a voice-over to get inside a character’s head—and a narrative arc. 

You’re screenplay need to be in standard screenplay format (see handout). A screenplay contains five major elements:

I. SCENE HEADING – The Scene Heading is sometimes called The Master Scene Heading. It indicates the start of a new scene and is used just one time per scene at the beginning. Also called the Slugline, the Scene Heading breaks down into four parts:
 

1.   2.               3.                                      4.
7. INT. – SCHOOL HALLWAY - LOCKER AREA - DAY
 

 
1. Scene number. This is used only on shooting scripts.  These numbers make it easy for the filmmakers to refer to specific scenes, and to schedule the shooting of scenes at the same location on the same day. 

2. INT. or EXT. (Interior or Exterior) – Notes if this scene inside or outside of a building.

3. Location– Where is the scene taking place? In this case it is inside a school bus. A hyphen marks additional information. In the example above, that the scene takes place in the school hallway area where lockers are located.

4. Time of day– When is the scene taking place? In most cases, you should be as general as the scene allows. This gives the production crew flexibility when to plan to shoot this scene. However, if it’s critical that the scene take place at noon, or early morning, or 5 minutes before midnight, then you should certainly be specific. The Scene Heading is always written in ALL CAPS.

II. ACTION LINE – The Action Line tells the reader what is happening in each scene.  It is always written in the present tense. When a character I first introduced, write the name in ALL CAPS. The rest of the Action Line is not written in all caps.  Some writers write action lines sparely. Action lines are not intended to be a novel but directions to the director and actors.

III. CHARACTER – The Character Line is obviously the name of the Character speaking. It is written in ALL CAPS. You do not have to name every speaking part in your screenplay. For minor characters that speak just once or twice, you can certainly name them MAN #1, WOMAN #2, BOY #1, etc.
 

IV. DIALOGUE – Dialogue is what your character is speaking. Movie dialogue is different than normal, every day conversation. In most cases, you want to keep your dialogue brief and to the point. Keep the story moving forward.

 

V. PARENTHETICAL – The parenthetical describes a character’s action or dialogue. For example, you could use a parenthetical to make sure a character whispers or screams. You could use it to add a pause or “beat” to a character’s dialogue. They only note the character’s emotional or vocal tone. Only use a parenthetical if your dialogue does not make this clear. Let the actors and director do their jobs.
Assignment: You can choose one of two options for your screenplay. Please remember EVERYONE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR OWN INDIVIDUAL SCREENPLAY. You should also proofread and edit your screenplay accordingly. 

· Option 1. The original screenplay. You may choose to write an original screenplay. Remember, however, that 10-pages is not a lot of time for an elaborate plot. You may want to focus on fewer characters and only one or two scenes. The screenplay must contain a narrative arc, or imply one. Make sure something happens, i.e. there is a conflict. Remember, you are writing this, idealistically, to be filmed. Keep your audience in mind.

· Option 2. The adaptation. We will be talking about adaptations, as well as examining scenes from No Country for Old Men in both McCarthy’s novel and the Coen Brothers’ screenplay. You may choose to take one of your own short stories or flash fiction pieces and adapt it into a screenplay.

Extra Credit: If you have the time, the technology and the ambition, I would love to see some of your screenplays produced. You may work in groups on this, and a movie will count as an extra credit assignment. 

In order to produce the film, however, there are a couple of things you will need:

· Actors and actresses. If you have theater background or know anyone with a theater background and training, employ them to be in your film. 

· A camera and technology. I suppose you could use animation technology if you’d like, but most of you will probably choose to film it.

· A site to film. Please be sure that you have permission to film your movie first. 

· Editing software. If you’re going to make this movie, please be sure to make it as professional as possible, meaning edit it before you show it. 

Have fun with this assignment. The rubric I will be using to grade your screenplays is attached. 

