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EXTENDING LITERACY SKILLS THROUGH FILM





WALL-E, Andrew Stanton, 2008
 WALL-E meets Eve
Literacy Focus: Screenplays 
Years 3 – 6










Literacy Plan: Screenplays

Thinking Film Primary 








3 weeks

Clip context

WALL-E is a waste collecting robot on an abandoned rubbish-filled planet. One day, a space rocket lands on his planet. A slick-looking robot emerges. WALL-E is astounded.

On-going: The Thinking Film Working Wall: We recommend that space is provided for a ‘Thinking Film’ Working Wall / display where children can add words, images and thoughts. This will help visual learners to consolidate the Literacy themes covered in this unit.

Week by week outline

Prior Learning: Understand that plays and screenplays are constructed in different ways to prose.

Week 1: Screen Play: exploring and analysing the clip.

Week 2: Screenplay:  match the screenplay to shots from the clip, identifying key elements in writing for film.

Week 3: My screenplay: finish the screenplay extract.

NB: The ‘MUST, SHOULD, COULD’ CATEGORIES REFER TO THE DIFFICULTY OF THE ACTIVITY (e.g. MUST = easy; SHOULD = medium; COULD = hard)
	Objectives
	Whole class activities
	Differentiated independent or group activities
	Plenary / focused questions
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Week 1

SCREEN PLAY
Focus: Analyse the clip alongside the screenplay.

	Watch the clip. Give children mini whiteboards. Ask the children to write down any dialogue (spoken words) that they hear.
Discuss the lack of spoken word. Using the Film High Five terms (appendix 3), discuss how the story unfolds on the screen.

Show the class the first page of the screenplay. Start annotating it with the class. 

Children to annotate their own script extracts.
Key questions: Why are some words in bold capitals? These are usually important camera angles, features or settings in the developing story.

Why are there so many ellipses (…)? 

To signify one shot or sequence following another.

What does ‘EXT.’ stand for? External – were the filming takes place outside.

Why are some sequences numbered? The numbers refer to the next scene.

Why is the screenplay set out in paragraph-like sections? To break it up so it’s easy to read.


	MUST: Annotate the script extract looking for adjectives and words in bold. Highlight or underline the adjectives and label the bold words saying why they are in bold.
SHOULD: Annotate the script extract looking for adjectives and words in bold. Highlight or underline the adjectives and label the bold words saying why they are in bold. Highlight the ellipses, making notes about why there is a pause at that particular moment.

COULD: Annotate the script extract looking for adjectives and words in bold. Highlight or underline the adjectives and label the bold words saying why they are in bold. Highlight the ellipses, making notes about why there is a pause at that particular moment. Underline any references to camera angles. Add three of their own camera angle choices to sections of the text using post-its.


	Share the annotated findings.
Watch the clip again and compare it to the screenplay. What is the same? What is different? Why?


	Share opinions. 

Make simple notes.

Carry out a close reading of an extract from the screenplay and compare it to the film. 
Understand how screenplays are constructed differently to other types of writing, e.g. prose.

Discuss differences using examples from both texts (film and screenplay).


	Objectives
	Whole class activities
	Differentiated independent or group activities
	Plenary / focused questions
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Week 2

SCREENPLAY

Focus: Match screenplay extracts to images.


	Watch the clip again. Pause it and create a screen-grab by taking a picture of the screen. Find the corresponding section of the screenplay. Create a word document, copy the image and paste the corresponding screenplay text underneath.

Explain that the children will be doing the same so that eventually the whole clip is split up into images and screenplay extracts. 


	MUST: Work with the screenplay from the beginning to ‘8. Rocket engines.’ Choose 5 screen-grabs to illustrate key points in that section. Cut and paste the images and corresponding screenplay text into separate word documents and print them out.

SHOULD: Work with the screenplay from ‘8. Rocket engines’ to ‘9. Blue-lit eyes.’ Choose 7 screen-grabs to illustrate key points in that section. Cut and paste the images and corresponding screenplay text into separate word documents and print them out. Start thinking about how each screen-grab shot is composed using the Film High Five prompts (appendix 3).

COULD: Work with the screenplay from’ to ‘9. Blue-lit eyes’ to the end. Choose 8 screen-grabs to illustrate key points in that section. Cut and paste the images and corresponding screenplay text into separate word documents and print them out. Chose one screen-grab shot and label it according to how it is composed using the Film High Five prompts (appendix 3).

	Create a display of the screen-grabs and screenplay extracts.

Using post-it notes, add labels where there are examples of the typical screenplay style e.g. filmic language (EXT., Close up etc.) and form (…, bold letters etc.)

Choose one or two screen-grabs and talk about shot composition. Use the Film High Five prompts.


	Form ideas about how screen stories are closely interlinked to screenplay and use evidence from the screenplay and screengrabs from the clip to explain their reasons.

Use the following terms when discussing shot composition:

Frame; colour, light, shadow; and sequence.




	Objectives
	Whole class activities
	Differentiated independent or group activities
	Plenary / focused questions
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Week 3

MY SCREENPLAY 

Focus: Complete a screenplay section from the point of view of WALL-E’s inner-voice.


	Watch the clip again. Focus on WALL-E’s expressive whistles and ‘body’ language! Talk about the emotions he’s experiencing throughout the scene. 

Imagine that Andrew Stanton, the film’s director decided to make a ‘director’s cut’ of WALL-E with an actor providing a voice over of WALL-E’s inner thoughts. 

Model how speech is created in screenplays: with the character’s name in capitals and what they are saying written underneath e.g. WALL-E

What’s that red dot? Why can’t I catch it? Come here!

Speech and dialogue in screenplays is usually centered.

Children will work individually or in pairs to write a screenplay section which includes WALL-E’s inner monologue.


	MUST: Work with the screenplay from the beginning to ‘8. Rocket engines.’  Watch the clip up to that section. Add thought bubbles to the displayed images showing what WALL-E is thinking.

SHOULD: Work with the screenplay from ‘8. Rocket engines’ to ‘9. Write down what WALL-E may be thinking and add it to the screenplay display.

COULD:  Work with the screenplay from’ to ‘9. Blue-lit eyes’ to the end. Write the screenplay of WALL-E’s voice over using the correct form and structure. Add it to the screenplay display.
	Choose different children to read out their WALL-E voice over words.

Discuss how adding a voice in this way would change how the story unfolds in the film. 
	Write from a character’s point of view in thought bubbles and screenplay format.


Appendix 7:

WALL-E script extract

A RED DOT quivers on the dirt.
A single laser point of light.
Wall-E moves to touch it...
...The dot races along the ground.
Wall-E drops his Igloo. Chases after the dot.
EXT. EMPTY BAY
The dot leads Wall-E deep into the polluted expanse.
He is so fixated on it he doesn't notice
MANY LASER POINTS coming from every direction.
All racing into the valley over the contour of the terrain.
Triangulating towards a center.
Wall-E's dot suddenly stops.
Slowly he reaches for it.
Can't grab it. Just light.
ALL THE DOTS converge in front of him.
The ground shakes.
Wall-E becomes confused.
Doesn't see above him.
The SUN growing brighter behind the cloud cover.
A noise. Building.
8. Rocket engines.
Wall-E senses he should look to the sky.
Now THREE SUNS are descending on him.
Wall-E runs for it.
An enormous COLUMN OF FIRE blocks his path.
A second column of fire.           A third.           Trapped.
Wall-E cubes the ground beneath him.           Working fast.
Noise deafening. Heat rising.
Digs in just as a tide of flame carpets the ground...
...Then suddenly quiet.
Smoke clears.
CLOSE ON THE SCORCHED EARTH
Wall-E's head rises out of the dirt.
Glows red hot from the heat.
Trembles with fright.
Everything in shadow.
Something very big looms over him.
Wall-E climbs out of his hole.
Bangs his head on metal.
WIDE on a massive SPACESHIP.
Rests ominously in the empty bay.
A PORTAL on its underside opens.
Frightened, Wall-E tries to hide.
Nowhere to go.
He places a SMALL ROCK on his head. Boxes up.
A DEVICE lowers to the ground on a long stem.
Scans the surface.
Wall-E creeps closer for a better look.
The device unfolds.
Wall-E boxes up again.
A CAPSULE descends from a chute in the stem.
ROBOT ARMS emerge from the device.
Place the capsule on the ground. Press buttons.
The capsule falls away in sections, to reveal...
...a PROBE ROBOT.
It hovers gracefully above the ground.
White. Egg-shaped.
9.
Blue-lit eyes.
Female.           Eve.
Wall-E is transfixed.
Inches closer.
Watches Eve from behind the device.
Tilts his head.           Time stops.
She's the most beautiful thing he's ever seen.
Eve hovers over the ground.
A BLUE RAY emits from her front panel.
Fans out 180 degrees.
Scans random objects and areas.
The device rises back into the ship.
Exposes Wall-E.
He rushes for cover behind the nearest rock.
Never takes his eyes off Eve.
Watches her float away from the ship.
...from the ship?           The ship!
Engines roar back to life.
Wall-E digging furiously.
The rocket takes off.
Smoke clears.
Again, a red hot Wall-E peeks out from the ground.
Looks for Eve.
She is watching the ship rise into the clouds.
Waits until it is completely out of sight...
...then Eve rises high up into the air.
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