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SADGATI

‘Deliverance’

Screenplay by Satyajit Ray and Amrit Rai
based on the short story by Premchand

Premchand’s short story Sadgati was published in 1931. The Hindi text is given in volume
4 of Mansarovar, the collected stories of Premchand (Allahabad, various editions). An
English translation by David Rubin appears as the title story of Rubin’s Deliverance and
Other Stories (New Delhi, 1990: pp. 241-250).

Satyajit Ray’s film based on the short story was shown on Indian television (Doordarshan)
in 1981, and subsequently on Channel 4 in the UK.

Andrew Robinson’s The Chess Players and Other Screenplays (London 1989) includes an
English translation of the screenplay of the film, an introduction to the film and to the
various responses it provoked amongst Indian critics, some black-and-white stills, and a
reprint of Rubin’s translation of the original story. Robinson includes the following
information about the film’s cast and production team (pp. 82-3):

DUKHI [a chamar] Om Puri

JHURIA [Dukhi’s wife] Smita Patil

DHANIA [Dukhi’s daughter]  Richa Mishra

GHASIRAM  [a brahmin] Mohan Agashe

LAKSHMI [Ghasiram’s wife] Gita Siddharth

THE GOND Bhaialal Hedao

Director Satyajit Ray

Producer Doordarshan, Government of India
Screenplay Satyajit Ray, from a short story by Premchand
Lighting Cameraman Soumendu Roy

Editor Dulal Datta

Art Director Ashoke Bose

Musical Score Satyajit Ray

Grateful acknowledgement to Hyphen Films, London, for the shooting script on which
the transcribed screenplay is based. (This script included the contextual links in English
given in the text below; they describe changes of scene.)

Rupert Snell.
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qald

Early morning in a chamar settlement. Dukhi the chamar’s house. Dukhi’s wife Jhuria comes out looking for their

daughter Dhania.

iar g | @ afqar | dX ST gl g T 2
afar T Fe |
T T Fed ? JqT T 2

S

A green patch on the edge of the settlement. Dukhi is cutting grass.
AT FAT AT 2 W A Y FAT 2

T —
i qfedstt & Fgl STAT 97 37t ek |

TET FTAT-ZTT ST 3T, F5 We-ae o JSAT 5 721 2
Tt 7 A9 e & fau g T 2

THET S FAT | q ST AUAT FH F | IAH[ (GBS TR, 7 /A |

e 1A G

El ZART =fear uT 2

AT RSt & JgT & A AT @Te |

T AT 7A@l WAT | AW A & a3 R a9 a1 fAear 98, 6 ag @fedr @ &

Ee ar fe 2

THET oo § FRT AGAT KT IAT qI1S AT | ZHT &1 SATEAT 47 o |

i EAETl

THT sz dafeqstr 7 dTar o 34T g |

AT g T qr ATt i |

AT WEAT OAT AT AAT A | HGHAT F O 42 AR g | dS 9% L.

AT FAT AT 7 =L ATAT 7 2

AT I IF g | F=BT A — I A FT ASHT K G F ST | AR T ST FT g &
HTE T T FIAUT & SATAT |

Hiar g AT AT 2

T T WX 3TET, TLT T =79, 19 9L T, ITET q19 oY, 9149, gl | J7E BT 2

afer

T EIEI



T HT 9T AT |

T HT 9T AT |

AT g1 AT AR ATAA | Al

T HTET HT AT |

T gl 9 R AT |

AT qTe A A |

T HTET a7 T |

T HTET g1 7T |

T I, gal |

AT 4, gAaT |

@l SR T o [RAT Fe] TF 247 | SR GAT A |

AT AT ! A AT AT | 9T qER IS AT 2 & A 9T |

AT WS 7 agd TR A ST ALY AT | T AR F AR AG W7 | R A7 F A
I

AT gfTaT, TEX ATAT | SIS I STHATAT & 2 ST &7 2 &I 2

arfeaT gfed ST |

Tl gl Feafar —agdraars ... F=oT ST — ST HGQ & I of 3T |

T ST, ATHAT AT | FE R AT | ST | SR A, O A & 97F B 9 Al
AT, qfedsit 3R g2 fqemT =me ar . . .

-

iR G Al SIS 27 Feg § G arAT HT gl 7 {2 H |

THET TR FTST, Al ar afedsit e sma |
e U2 ST o1g <oFRT T S TR H 9

THET TET AT e AT ST Fh T |

Dukhi walks to Pandit Ghasiram the brahmin’s house, carrying the bundle of grass. Ghasiram is doing his puja.
T TS |

HER™  HIAE?

Bl ofl, HETES | AT A e e

HTEHIRTH &g & T 2
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fafear 1 aTE #= T@T  WERTS | AT AT FA T Fd AR IHHT IR AR

AN

T 2
ST HT AT FT F FEHUT TR Fih AT & AR |

Ghasiram’s ten year old son Moti has just come out with his school books. Ghasiram shouts at him.

HTEHIRTH J T ST AT | = AN JET & | <% gl S |

Moti ambles off.

AR T G 2, | Agt Al 9ot €, F 99 9 et a9 36 &w 99 9% |

T TET NGRS, q OqT § ST HT &H a7 1 A7 G2l 921, 0= 319 & faer a7 fafear &
TS AT T 99T AT &l gehdl |

CICAERE:| T, IR ATE TITE |

T gl "gIe |

FTERTH S8 o o 3R I A THS L 2 |

T ST WIS |

AR H ST S 93 FREd (e |

ZdT ST R | HEIRIS, A SATE AT MG HGl T G 2

T TITH T & qTHA ST 3 |

Tl ST WIS |

Dukhi takes the grass to the cowshed, and begins sweeping the verandah.

Jhuriya is at the village shop.

q1g S
qgeT
T

q1g S
rar

o

FT G2
EIEC

Teh T TST,  SITeT 9 979,  UT9 9L &1,  ATYT 979 =1, M+, gaar |
TH I ATad ?

TEAGI | ART | U T AT |

Ghasiram’ s house. Dukhi finishes sweeping.

Tl
FTHITH

WIS | TS o &1 HZRI |

=T T TET F2, AT O & AHA TSF & 39 UR QW ¢ | AT @I IS 2 | A
ST AT # 21 T |



T qgd ol AR |

AR SR A, gfEAT | qET T fR @l R 39T | 9TET ¢ & AT Frar uSr g | Ble-
BIE Fel FT aAT I | HHAT 7

T ST 7RIS |

Dukhi’s house. Dhania has brought the mohwa leaves and calls out to her mother.

et HEAT & I !

AT ERRCCEE

T ERNEIECIE

BIRel ERUIEC

afar FT2 A2l 2

AT TR 3, B8 9 T, Ael FA AATS JET TET FHX SATAT |

The verandah of Ghasiram’s house. Ghasiram is seated with two other brahmins. One of them, Loknath, has had a
bereavement, and Ghasiram is consoling him by quoting from the Gita.
AEH ST F ar § e s o Fgd § —

araifa St e fagrr qarfa agrfa A |

ForT aror fagrr stiortesreata garfa qarfqa 227 1

gorte, o TR TR R ST AT BIERL AT FIS URO FL AT &, 6T TRTE ATCHT
SO TR T BIEHT AT ML G- T AT ¢ | Gafay o=, qaF q0eir +A1feq fa
T SRATAT 9 TR T H AT TAT BT, ST SATAHT S(Tfaq g |

ATHRAT 19 g7 2, T, Se7 qrteq et gq fa=mm &

HTH A R &Tg 0 99T ST @ gf | {6 o478 2 @ | Wl Q8 ST &l | el | uaEr
Fel qal fawar fo qu Ex f9a1e 721 FT qhd | WD E a|l | A AL JIELT geAl
g | Ul 9T faaTg & aTq HEi dER RAls QU | gTd W) 918 39 R a1g
fomm | & wrer Saq-ad A EET O T AL @ | A9 A FET | A A7 | T
O &I | &1 52l | =T 1T |

Dukhi waits to draw Ghasiram’s attention.

N~

T TR T I 1 A TR STg R T | R A @ famed & Sta| A8t whar | ag ar
FAAT BT T@aT g |

Ghasiram notices Dukhi.

T T dRSl HX STAT 2
AT FETeT LT & HEIIST ?

HTEIRTH ag. . e | g |
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Dukhi goes to look for the axe.  Ghasiram turns to Loknath again.

AT ITH AT a7 o g T 2w faamg &2, o @vqe Scod #2 | TRl AT & TR TS A
TN |

ATRAT AR HEIRIS |

FTERA AT SE0 g R g TR ST w1, SR STaeT d S |

Dukhi approaches the log and tries to chop it, but without effect. He sharpens the axe on a stone and tries again. A

Gond passing by stops to watch.

e AFST AT ST BT 2

THT ST, FTEAT A1 # A, 3 Tg AHST HeAT H§ T T 2

e ar fore a7 9 gATHIT gId &l 2 |

GGl WIS T A € WAT | S9! 98 o o7 ¢ | farfear &1 &g 1 faq fo=m &7
e SHI[Y Iraid qHel Tg Tdhs! Ghsl &l HRA & ag ?

T § a1 =17 Y 341, 3R 92 § Fu FRT 92T AT Al | gaR gEd ST 721 A | a6
IS AT FIT A8 T8 AT T TG T TR, I T AT | TRl A I 2

=T B Fe T, Tal FTFA @ | AT R 6 & q 2

e ar T FaTs Fearsl | A fears! |

T Te TSl 9 ST ar @9 A7 Srar | OHT 97q A@l R AR g § SR A=l |

e ST 7T & e O 2

T CE

e ar foe ;R g1y =< |

T FET ?

e FA A | AT FRIE |

Dukhi’s house. Jhuriya and Dhaniya have nearly finished making the mat.

T TqT 3T 3A9T 2% H9 T A | GfFET, ST, g9 UX e AT |

erfeaT HTE ATAT AGT &1 T |

The Gond’s house. The Gond comes out with pipe and tobacco.

e AT | AW AT A8 g |
AT FTE AT ALl | dfedred ST & F
IE] qr ST | F Ared gu R A |

Dukhi walks back to the brahmin’s house. Ghasiram has sat down to his meal.



Tl HETTS |

FEHT Tg T A FT AT @1 ¢ ST 2

FTEILTH ! 0 "9 A ST | 3T fafear v awrs & e fammear €
e 28 U ¥ S8 2

ITERT 6 39 R & SAT g | Uge a8 dT &f |

AT FT T 2

FTH A THST SR T FRT B |

El e & fqw orgt it faer ST qgRe |

AHT ag T AW 917 |7 & |

HTHIRTH ar & &1 T ArSrAT |

AEHT T gRA-FH [T 919 &1 -9 &1 T8l @l | F9R &l drel gl, 9T 2l, 48 3514

W =T A | feeg FT AR T gL, FIE WA GE | W Fg T ST FF FaAqr S At
q, T H FATST ISTH HE | AT AT |

HTEHIRTH Tg GART AT FTH FX QT T 2 FTH (AC Fig ANGL AT AT a7 FF & FFH T 20T
AT ISdT SEHT | 7 &7 T ATSTI-HT 70T |

AT a8 ART & % {a AT 1 g s 0 |
AT BHT FR, ATS, T5T 9 g5 TG, WX F G FAAT AT | IA9 A A S ar Arq-sar
ERINCIC

Lakshmi reacts to Dukhi’s apology. She seems to soften a bit. Ghasiram continues to eat.

qEHT AT T Fo @A T 2

CRESARRE: TS 7 FTAT RN | 3T Al g ek & |
qeHT HTAT U AFGT o AT 2

HTEIRM A< &l 9 & A Al |

AT FT 2

HTE I H T 9 2 FB 97 TG 2

AEHT =T Afeat grir |

FTERTH &L T N ? 99 g, B F hH O WX T AT(ET ST |
ALHT AT @A T I | T HT F HIA W

Dukhi has a smoke. The he tackles the log again like a man possessed, muttering under his breath.

T = STAT dX &, =g HL S &1 ar 7 {7hed ST, =R ST | gESTar | ole
TGN 1 WIS ARl dX T | ... WTS H ST
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Dukhi suddenly loses his temper and flings the axe away. It nearly hits a brahmin passer-by.

TR uE T 2l W8 2
T THT AT AT, ST g1 & fofmer w1 3w fofe A2T 0T, #AgTRIS |
Still horrified, the brahmin meets another brahmin on his way to the well.

AT R FAT AT, WA 2 31 ?

EIRLII 3 FeRTel T LT |

FTEIT 2 forae 2

FATEIT ¢ ag, ag JHL |

FTRIT 2 fora fog form 1 oAt 2

TG ¢ TTET T GO | THR 0 ATAT | IGX &7 @I | SaX &l W@l | Ta% |7q 3T |

Dukhi goes back near the log, suddenly forlorn. He gives way to a fit of sobbing.
Dukhi’s house. Dhania breaks off a game of hopscotch to see if her father is returning.

Ghasiram’s house. Ghasiram wakes up and goes out to see what Dukhi is doing. Dukhi has fallen asleep.

TR 3R | Wl &IF Rl ST T ? HEAT | AT AT 2

T qag d F5 AT 7l AR |

TR AT HT 7 FH QRT Feh A9 9 ST AR AT S | AwSl 1 AT AT Al AT
TET € | TR ATeq AT 9 &1 fAwerT | AR W AG &A1 FEl, qE AL
BT W AT 5 9 &1 Al | oI & | gA-gq% HIEAT | 59 9 e F 9 | g !

Moti returns from school and watches Dukhi as he attacks the log with great fervour. A tremendous blow makes a

crack in the wood, but the next moment Dukhi falls on his face. Moti runs to his father.

qIT FHET W AT, FHET W AT |
HTH A FT 2

qraT Fg AT fiRT 9971 2, 6E & a9 —
HTH A T IAT 2

T gLag. . ARSI I .. THA S G .. HE & a9 AT |
HTEHRTH AT IACT-HT1GT o QI g & | FT T 20T |

Ghasiram goes out to investigate.

~
K

ATH IR gfaar, fFz ar i #1 2

Dukhi doesn’t move. Ghasiram realises he is dead and steps back.

The Gond watches from behind a bush. Ghasiram suddenly notices Moti standing by.



T

9
R TA.. JATASTGI | STHA ! JAE F 9 FT 97 | =, A |

Ghasiram’s hurries back into the house and shakes his wife out of her sleep.

HTEHIRTH
AT
HTEHIRTH
AT
HTEHIRTH
AT
HTEHIRTH
AT
HTEHIRTH
AT
HTEHIRTH

TEHT

TTHTH
T

AT &1, ST, FAQT &l | TS & T
FAT AT 2

FiEaT /% T |

FI gfear 2

IR Fg TR |

FHTT ¥ AT 7 R a8 qT dhel =91 @7 AT |
FHA- =T &1 T 7 797 |

T ar 981 = 797 2

& 7 forear-qat wEt awear 2

AT qH T FeT T 2T ST 2 T q&dT § @ H &7 fF ATHT AOAT 7= ST A T |
FAT AT oF I gl S | AHS[ AR QT AT, W T | SR W@ | Fw ARl
T ¥ AW 2 R 2 qH T S9d o T a8 /= ST 2

Tel, faea 72T |

ar e STTeTT, 372 FgdT ar |

The Gond has come close to Dukhi. He casts a contemptuous glance in the direction of Ghasiram’s house.

e

ST F9dT | HIG-HGICAT |

The Gond makes off quickly. On the road, an old brahmin stands looking suspiciously at Dukhi’s inert body.

AT
e
AT
e

FAT Z3AT 2
WX AT |
FIT 2
TET TR |

The brahmin turns round and sees a group approaching. He holds up his hand.

AT

FH AT !

The chamar settlement. A crowd has gathered to listen to the Gond.
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e dHST HRA-FRA &I 7 AT | Sral ST addT 7 X STaREEd T I99 FHTH HIAT |
sHifed e S AT € | & IHaT g | A7 99 T AT @1 & AT | A AT
hatinN N < SN hatinN e ~
AT, TH AN & qal IST4 & (qQ w2 | <fehd STt Toh W1 7 FAAT | 190 T AT
T AT | ARGl AT I THSH o ST | g A 7 AT § | FEifE gl aree
AT 7 99 R B |

Now Ghasiram arrives at the chamar settlement, looking shaken.

AR UE. . ST gAT §AT — ST TS &% 9gd, "X OY & @AW, gl AR T |

Jhuriya approaches, speechless with shock. The chamars stare at Ghasiram without a word.

IR 3% g9 39 =L ATHATAT AT, o 98 = q AT | A7 v g . R Avr e
T ST AR |
T THEM | WA | 9 AT FATEET | F AT o7 — F Fram o ag W
§ ST o |

Two women try to console her.

=R i gq T | o9 AT T
e § AT off | ST o

o

faliiaY

BTE R gH I, I8 IS HT FO . . .

The chamars just keep looking at Ghasiram. He loses his nerve and starts walking back. Dhaniya weeps.

A crowd of brahmins has gathered on the road outside Ghasiram’s house. One of them speaks to Ghasiram.

FTEI ST T ATHAT B, Gfedsit | S 9 HqaT agl & Al 82, g7 AN 39 TR Il o
TET ST R | ATHER 91T foHT i qoF =T 2 6 2

HTEHIRTH ST TR FEAT ST IAG g ATAT & | A ST & &N | 37T GHT FHIST, e 37
X S0, "¢ WX 9% fh 32U | §TeU |

Ghasiram’s bedroom. Ghasiram comes in. Lakshmi has been waiting for him anxiously. A rainstorm begins.

qEHT T2 T AT 2
AR A% TGl A |

qeHT T AT 2 T AAAS 2
HTEHIRTH ag AT A5l eI |
AeHT ar T gH 2T 2

AR FE §9 THE AT IO |
qEHT A I T FLT 2

T TR FAT, ST AT AT LT Fgl — AT AL AT &, JH ST AT 3T ATAT |
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AEHT o 2

CIEARAES R T 2 Ieeia AT AT & A&l | S A Aot et | foRe 7 agt =er 98l @
AT |

ey ST 27 @1 2, A AT 79 T2T 92T 3 |

Jhuria comes up in the pouring rain, and turns the body of her husband.

Hi AT BN ! FAd 2T ! @l e | S | | g WE | R | e w3
a1 fat ame fafear Fraarg | A9 dfeqst &7 @7 @19 | FHIF ST A7 fF g2
el 2 TR 3aw Foshersil g1 T3 JH 2 "M gl Ael, AR IU T ST !

HERIST | AN | HEIRIS |

Jhuriya throws herself down at Ghasiram’s door.

iar IO ZHE ThST FRATAT HGRIS | UHT Figl HgAd FATHT S (o a8 AA-AWT @R &
33T AT | 39 U § GET A&l AT | 9&9 § qrhd gl o0 | ST 7 fawreT o,
qETRI, FT foATreT o7 9 #7 gaq fAedT &1 g 9

It is night. Ghasiram’s bedroom. Lakshmi sits on the bed, while Ghasiram paces up and down.

qEHT TR A7 AT T o7 o 38 st =R Hl Far |
TR H AT SAT 9T 9 ATl 9 ATAT € 2 &l Al AT QA & &7 %% | A |

&Y JA LT AT 2 AT HA gl T |
CIEARAES 9 oo 97 AT qEA | A ST A9 ¢ g9 AT 2
AEHT foraeiT Fgl Ag9d Hardl 399 |

T ITH Hged T ANT d 7l 2 T A 978 & o1 & |
qEHT Fel qfaq I GqT =4 AT 7 2

T & 9dT ORI 7 SqAT STy § av a1 ¥ @

AEHT WaT T AT | G I I3 AL TR 2 AT FSTAATAT e THeT Al 1 R 2
HTEHIRM 3 QW 9T Sh-ah Q@ R0 A | HIH &l qel ST — A" ar | Hred ar |
Dawn of the next day. The rain has stopped, but water drips from the leaves of the trees. Ghasiram gingerly dangles

a noose of rope round Dukhi’s ankle and drags the body off across a field, dumping it far from the house. Then,

freshly bathed, he mumbles prayers and sprinkles holy water to purify the place where Dukhi died.

THE END



