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   From the beginning of time as we know it, we as humans have celebrated the death of our loved ones in the form of a funeral. Obituaries are a way we announce the death, and sum up the accomplishments of the deceased one. The obituary also informs the reader when and where the arrangements of the wake and/or funeral will take place. Every local newspaper throughout the world has obituaries. Some are more detailed, others are small and simple. I have noticed that this is due to person’s status in society. It is a form of recognition, and dependent of the person’s age is how the decedent is addressed. 

   The babies and children who die are usually referred to as their little star or angels. The obituaries of babies and children are also more detailed and personal and filled with great emotion. The elderly obituaries had pictures and a life story behind it mentioning family, professional life, and accomplishments. The cause of death is usually not mentioned unless a charity is mentioned. Some immediate family members names are mentioned, the rest are grouped as grandchildren or great-grandchildren. The middle aged decedent’s obituary is also personal, as the babies and children’s obituaries are. And most of the time a cause of death is mentioned in middle aged adult obituaries. If a cause of death is not listed, the terms ‘untimely death’ or ‘after an extended illness’ are used. In the elderly obituaries, they tend to begin off by stating ‘blank’ led an outstanding life as a humanitarian or however the person was perceived to live.

   Persons who were military veterans tend to have an American flag next to their picture. A caduceus is next to picture of a person who was in the medical field. A cross is placed next to the pictures of nuns, pastors, priests, clergy and persons of a particular faith. Often the personality of the person is mentioned, as a fun loving gentleman. 

   However, obituaries are necessary in the society whether they are written by the family of the decedent or prepared in advance by the decedent. Obituaries, I believe are legacies of a person’s life. At times, it makes me wonder if some of these obituaries are an accurate account of the life the person led. How would you write an obituary for a mean person? It’s just a thought.

   Obituaries are also necessary for reflection of a person’s life and closure. Obituaries also serve the purpose of notifying all who didn’t find about the decedent’s death firsthand. Obituaries also take away the obligation of calling everyone they know, since the family is usually caught up in the arrangements of the impending funeral. After weeks of reading obituaries, it was now my turn to write my own obituary. 
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Grindstaff   
Cindy Grindstaff, 95 years young, died in her Cleveland, Ohio home peacefully on November 23, 2068. A Cleveland, Ohio native lived her life to the fullest. The nurse, wife of George (deceased) and mother of 3 children, 2 daughters: Chanel, 75 of Atlanta, Georgia, Francis, 73 of Savannah, Georgia, and a son, D.J. 68, of Cleveland, Ohio. Cindy was the only child of Norman & Rita Grindstaff (both deceased). Cindy was nurse at MetroHealth medical center for 30 years before her retirement in 2041. Cindy was a graduate of Cuyahoga Community College’s RN program in 2009. The University of Akron is where she obtained her bachelors and masters degrees in nursing, in 2011 and 2012. Cindy is survived by her 3 children, 9 grandchildren, 18 great-grandchildren, and 10 great, great-grandchildren. The wake will be at Ripepi Funeral home located at 5762 Pearl Rd. in Parma, Ohio on November 27, 7-9 p.m. and the funeral will begin on November 28, at 10 a.m. Burial will take place at the Lutheran Cemetery at 4566 Pearl Rd. Cleveland, Ohio. Donations should be forwarded to American Heart Association in lieu of flowers.

