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Plot Diagram Assignment:  Create a plot diagram using events from 

________________. This diagram needs to include both words and pictures. See 

example below.  

 

Exposition –setting, characters, background are introduced to the reader; this is the 

beginning of a novel or story and may be short or long, but is always flat (little action 

or emotion). 

Conflict: - the major problem(s) in the story. These could be internal (man versus 

self) or external (man versus man, man versus nature, man versus supernatural, man 

versus technology). 

Rising Action - the characters are developed, the conflicts are increased and acted 

out in many ways, motives are introduced, things happen; generally, it is the major 

part of a novel or story. Includes several events from the story. 

Climax - the "high point" of a story in which the major conflicts erupt in some kind 

of final showdown (fight, argument, violent or physical action, very tense emotional 

moment...); at the end of the climax, the "winner" will be clear (there is not always 

a winner!).  

Falling Action - what events immediately follow the climax; a kind of "cleaning 

up." 

Resolution/Denouement - where everything ends; the reader may have some sense 

of "closure" or may be asked to think about what might come next; in fairy tales, the 

"happy ending"; or you may read about the characters many years later. 



 

The Story of the Three Little Pigs 

England 

There was an old sow with three little pigs, and as she had not enough to keep them, 

she sent them out to seek their fortune. The first that went off met a man with a bundle 

of straw, and said to him, "Please, man, give me that straw to build me a house." 

Which the man did, and the little pig built a house with it. 

Presently came along a wolf, and knocked at the door, and said, "Little pig, little pig, 

let me come in." 

To which the pig answered, "No, no, by the hair of my chiny chin chin." 

The wolf then answered to that, "Then I'll huff, and I'll puff, and I'll blow your house 

in." So he huffed, and he puffed, and he blew his house in, and ate up the little pig. 

The second little pig met a man with a bundle of furze [sticks], and said, "Please, man, 

give me that furze to build a house." Which the man did, and the pig built his house. 

Then along came the wolf, and said, "Little pig, little pig, let me come in." 

"No, no, by the hair of my chiny chin chin." 

"Then I'll puff, and I'll huff, and I'll blow your house in." So he huffed, and he puffed, 

and he puffed, and he huffed, and at last he blew the house down, and he ate up the 

little pig. 

The third little pig met a man with a load of bricks, and said, "Please, man, give me 

those bricks to build a house with." So the man gave him the bricks, and he built his 

house with them. 

So the wolf came, as he did to the other little pigs, and said, "Little pig, little pig, let 

me come in." 

"No, no, by the hair of my chiny chin chin." 

"Then I'll huff, and I'll puff, and I'll blow your house in." 



Well, he huffed, and he puffed, and he huffed and he puffed, and he puffed and 

huffed; but he could not get the house down. When he found that he could not, with 

all his huffing and puffing, blow the house down, he said, "Little pig, I know where 

there is a nice field of turnips." 

"Where?" said the little pig. 

"Oh, in Mr. Smith's home field, and if you will be ready tomorrow morning I will call 

for you, and we will go together and get some for dinner." 

"Very well," said the little pig, "I will be ready. What time do you mean to go?" 

"Oh, at six o'clock." 

Well, the little pig got up at five, and got the turnips before the wolf came (which he 

did about six) and who said, "Little pig, are you ready?" 

The little pig said, "Ready! I have been and come back again, and got a nice potful for 

dinner." 

The wolf felt very angry at this, but thought that he would be up to the little pig 

somehow or other, so he said, "Little pig, I know where there is a nice apple tree." 

"Where?" said the pig. 

"Down at Merry Garden," replied the wolf, "and if you will not deceive me I will 

come for you, at five o'clock tomorrow and get some apples." 

Well, the little pig bustled up the next morning at four o'clock, and went off for the 

apples, hoping to get back before the wolf came; but he had further to go, and had to 

climb the tree, so that just as he was coming down from it, he saw the wolf coming, 

which, as you may suppose, frightened him very much. 

When the wolf came up he said, "Little pig, what! Are you here before me? Are they 

nice apples?" 

"Yes, very," said the little pig. "I will throw you down one." And he threw it so far, 

that, while the wolf was gone to pick it up, the little pig jumped down and ran home. 

The next day the wolf came again, and said to the little pig, "Little pig, there is a fair 

at Shanklin this afternoon. Will you go?" 

"Oh yes," said the pig, "I will go. What time shall you be ready?" 



"At three," said the wolf. So the little pig went off before the time as usual, and got to 

the fair, and bought a butter churn, which he was going home with, when he saw the 

wolf coming. Then he could not tell what to do. So he got into the churn to hide, and 

by so doing turned it around, and it rolled down the hill with the pig in it, which 

frightened the wolf so much, that he ran home without going to the fair. He went to 

the pig's house, and told him how frightened he had been by a great round thing which 

came down the hill past him. 

Then the little pig said, "Ha, I frightened you, then. I had been to the fair and bought a 

butter churn, and when I saw you, I got into it, and rolled down the hill." 

Then the wolf was very angry indeed, and declared he would eat up the little pig, and 

that he would get down the chimney after him. When the little pig saw what he was 

about, he hung on the pot full of water, and made up a blazing fire, and, just as the 

wolf was coming down, took off the cover, and in fell the wolf; so the little pig put on 

the cover again in an instant, boiled him up, and ate him for supper, and lived happily 

ever afterwards. 

 

 Story source:  http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/type0124.html#halliwell



 

 

 

EXPOSITION: 

Three little pigs leave 

home for the first time. 

Event #1 

Pig #1 builds house 

of straw. 

Event #2 

Big Bad Wolf blows house 

down and eats pig #1. 

Event #4 

Big Bad Wolf blows house 

down and eats pig #2. 

Event #6 

Big Bad Wolf can’t 

blow down brick house. 

Event #7 

Wolf tries to trick 

pig #3 to come out 

of house. 

CLIMAX: Wolf gets 

frustrated and jumps down 

the chimney to get pig #3. 

Wolf falls into 

boiling pot over fire. 

RESOLUTION: Pig 

#3 cooks and eats Big Bad 

Wolf for revenge. 

Event #3 

Pig #2 builds house 

of wood. 

Event #5 

Pig #3 builds house 

of bricks. 

CONFLICT:  The 

Big Bad Wolf is destroying 

houses and eating their 

inhabitants 


