Classroom Management Plan for the Primary / Junior Grades
My Philosophy on Classroom Management

Within every child there is a unique story that contributes to the actions and feelings of that individual.  The actions and feelings of the individual may be positive or negative depending upon the situation in which the child is exposed.  As a teacher I believe it is my responsibility to create an environment both at school and in the classroom that allows the students to feel safe, respected, appreciated and cared for.  This classroom environment must be created for all students before learning can occur and teaching can begin.


I believe that when students recognize they are respected and trusted by their teachers, the students are more willing to treat their teachers with respect and give them the attention they deserve in order for learning to occur.  However, it takes time and effort to build trust and respect in any relationship and I see it as my responsibility to convey to my students that I am not judgmental nor unapproachable but concerned and willing to help.

It is important to have patience with my students at all times and to be gentle but firm in the consequences we have set together for their inappropriate behaviour.  At all times I will present my students with the ability to succeed and the opportunity to try again.

By conversing with my students about what they are interested in both inside and outside of the classroom and by taking an active role in getting to know about their life and their ambitions I hope to build a bond with my students and let the students know a little about me as well.  All of these things I feel are important in building a valuable and trustworthy relationship between teachers and students.
The Key Elements of My Plan

When I implement my management plan, I will make sure that I do so in an encouraging manner in order to foster positive rapport with my students.  When students misbehave, it is usually disruptive for the whole class and not just the teacher.  Rather than addressing the poor behaviour by singling out the troublesome student by name, I will discretely walk over beside that student, stand there and hope that the behaviour subsides or tap the student’s desk so they will acknowledge my presence.  If this does not stop the misbehaviour, I will write that students name on the blackboard.  The student will be asked after the lesson to either step out in the hall and we will have a discussion about their unacceptable behaviour or they will be required to stay in at recess for the length of time they have taken away from my lesson.  If these behaviours continue to occur a letter will be sent home to the parents.

When the whole class becomes off task, I will use my attention signal such as lights flashing or my hand up.  When I am teaching I will not start nor continue to teach until I have the attention of all the students within the classroom.  However, if this inattention is during a lesson I am teaching the time it takes the students to become silent and pay attention will be made up during recess or the lesson will be completed and a worksheet will go home for completion.  

I feel that students will be better able to take responsibility for their own behaviour and control it better, if they are given time to discuss their problems or concerns and to resolve these issues.  Together the students, along with the teacher (if needed), will go over the problem or situation and determine possible solutions to their own problems without laying blame on any one person.  This will also help establish rapport not only between teacher and students but also between the students themselves.  I really feel this is an important element to any Classroom Management Plan.
The Rational for my Classroom Management Plan


Communication is something that needs to be established from the very beginning.  I will communicate regularly and meaningfully with parents.  Through correspondence with the parents I will outline what materials my students need for the first day of school and on days when they have gym or art. Monthly newsletters will outline events and units to be studied within the classroom and the expected work to be accomplished.  I will also include information where they will be able to contact me if they have any questions or concerns. 
The classroom needs to be arranged so that it is feasible for the students to learn in a comfortable environment and so that it is supportive of my teaching style.  The classroom will be rearranged in groups of four and throughout the beginning weeks accommodations will be made for students with special needs (size of desk, eyesight).  The classroom environment will be conducive to group and individual activities and the underlying tasks will foster fun, knowledge and a feeling of comfort in the classroom environment.

Rules and routines are usually established on the first day so that the students know what is expected of them right from the start.  I will maintain consistent standards of behaviour for all students.  I will go over the most important rules with them; however students may contribute to the standard list of rules within the classroom so they are more likely to follow the rules.  Also, it will be beneficial to send home copies of the classroom rules for the parents to sign so they are aware of the expectations for their child.

I will demonstrate respect for all students, staff and parents.  It is important to find a balance between an authority figure and someone who is human and friendly at the same time.  Students will be more likely to approach you with their problems if they feel you will listen with concern and respond to them sincerely.
Building rapport, communication with parents and students, subtle discipline and solving problems are only a small fraction of the elements that can be a part of a management plan.  However, no management plan is effective for every teacher, nor is every plan successful in every classroom.  I believe that for any classroom management plan to be successful, it must have the ability to be adapted to each new classroom and remain invisible in its implementation.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
