The Comma
Use a comma:
	
	

	
	

	1) to separate items in a series
	I enjoy baseball, football, and boxing.

	
	He must decide to bike, run, or swim in the triathlon.

	
	

	2) to separate two independent 


	Chicago won the football game, so the Bears are going to the Superbowl.

	clauses connected by a
	Robert went to the store, and he bought milk.

	coordinating conjunction
	

	
	*Remember: a compound predicate (two or more verbs serving the same subject)

	
	does not need a comma: Robert went to the store and bought milk. 

	
	

	3) following introductory clauses
	In the hassles and headaches of daily life at school, it is easy to forget how lucky

	& phrases 
	we are to be able to get a free education.

	
	Although she had always been afraid to fly, she loved her flight on a small plane.

	
	

	4) to set off non-essential
	The lawn mower, which is broken, is in the garage.

	clauses, phrases, & modifiers
	The students, who are staying after school anyway, were happy to work as tutors.

	from the rest of the sentence
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