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EFD-408, Foundations of American Education / Educational Autobiography
Instructor: L. Petronicolos


GUIDELINES FOR THE EDUCATIONAL AUTOBIOGRAPHY STATEMENT
Definitions

A premise of being a reflective educator is the ability to articulate foundational experiences that have shaped how one understands meaningful education. Writing an “Educational Autobiography” is an attempt by us as learners, teachers and professionals to reflect critically on:
a) What has occurred in our lives in terms of our learning and teaching experiences.
b) Key life-educational events that have shaped our views of learning, teaching and the educative acts and experiences as a whole.
c) What social, cultural, political and economic events have shaped and shape our learning, teaching and overall experiences.

d) What ideological and philosophical constructs have shaped and shape the way we experience learning, teaching and professional educational practice.

e) The reason(s) we have chosen to go into the teaching profession and what we hope to accomplish.
For example, what were you like as an adolescent? What things or characteristics were important to you then? What significant memories of educational experiences do you have from middle school? How would you describe yourself to yourself now? Have your views on meaningful education changed since you were in the middle school and how? Were there specific individuals who affected and influenced your development? How have your early life experiences (cultural, social, educational) contributed to your development as a person and your decision to become a teacher? And so on.
Writing an “educational autobiography” is your act of reflective writing!

(Re)Collecting the experiences 
The following are some prompts to help you recall your experiences. They refer to experiences that most of us had during school age. You can use such experiences to (re)collect content for your statement. But you can also choose different kinds of experiences from your life to construct the content. Be as specific as you can about the times and other details relevant to the events, relationships, etc. Say, for example, “… on a day X, I remember I did this and teacher Y did that and so and so happened.” For example, 

From elementary school years,
· Recall a time when you pretended to like a teacher you really didn’t like.

· Recall a time when you pretended to be someone you weren’t so you could fit into a group of school peers.

· Recall a time when you got into a fight with a classmate.

· Recall a time when a teacher did not listen to you.

· Tell about having a best teacher.

From middle/high school years,
· Recall a time when you did not know what to do.

· Recall a time when you had to make a decision.

· Recall a time when you did not say what you were feeling.

· Recall a time when you did something to make yourself happy.

· Recall a time when someone was disappointed in you.

From high school and after years
· Recall a time when you wished you were someone else.

· Recall a time when you were mean to someone else.

· Recall a time when someone was mean to you.

· Tell about an important relationship.

· Recall a time when you did something you wished you hadn't.

Next, try to connect these experiences to your decision to become a teacher. This is the most difficult part of the assignment because the connection is not obvious. You have to investigate each experience and its relationship to who you are today. For example, it is not enough to say that you had an experience with a good teacher and this developed to your desire to become a teacher and provide your students with the same experiences (or, if you had a bad experience, to protect them from some negative experiences). Perhaps, in your life you also had experiences with a good nurse, a good firefighter and so on. Why did you choose to become a teacher and not a nurse, or a firefighter? Reflect on how your experiences became part of what directed you to the choice of becoming a teacher (and not a counselor, or a nurse, or a firefighter, etc.). Maybe you decided to become a teacher when you were in college or much later. How some experiences from childhood relate to events from your college or professional life and your decision to become a teacher?
Combining the experiences into a reflective statement about your decision to become a teacher

1) Begin with a statement introducing your “educational autobiography.”

2) Using chronological writing is recommended but not necessary.

3) Place your reflections within the contexts of social, political and cultural events of the time you are writing. For example, starting school in the 1990s means being in school at a time when the educational discussions/debates were focused on the economy and the challenges of the 21st century etc. Starting or being in scholl in 2001 and the years after means being in school during an era deeply affected by the tragedy of the 9/11 events. What was the impact of such broader social/cultural events on your educational experiences? 
4) Be a critical reflector on your past experiences.

a. Develop alternatives and reflect on positive and negative learning / teaching experiences.

b. Reflect on how the events you have written about shaped and will shape your experiences as a learner and professional practitioner.

c. Critically reflect on how others (adults, peers etc.) shaped and / or influenced you as a learner - teacher.

5) Conclude you educational autobiography by a summarizing statement written by one engaging in reflective educational practice.

Evaluation criteria (rubric) for the educational autobiography statement
I. CONTENT & STRUCTURE

1. Introductory statement

2.1. Description of events that have occurred in your life in terms of your learning and teaching experiences.

2.2. Key life-educational events that have shaped your views of learning, teaching and the educative acts and experiences as a whole.

3.1. Connection of your experiences with social, cultural, political and economic events.

3.2. Connection of your experiences with ideological and philosophical constructs (i.e., connection with ideas/theory and beliefs that shape the way one experiences learning, teaching and professional educational practice).

4. Conclusion: A summarizing statement written by one engaging in reflective educational practice.

II. DEMONSTRATION OF REFLECTIVE / CRITICAL THINKING

1. Develop alternatives and reflect on positive and negative learning / teaching experiences.

2. Reflect on how the events you have written about shaped and will shape your experiences as a learner and professional practitioner.

3. Critically reflect on how others (adults, peers etc.) shaped and / or influenced you as a learner - teacher.

4. Reasons you have chosen to go into the teaching profession and what you hope to accomplish.
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