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October 12, 2017 
 
Secretary of Transportation Elaine Chao 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Colorado State Highway 72 (Indiana Street) TIGER Grant Application  
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
As the Mayor of the City of Arvada, I am pleased to submit this letter regarding our 
TIGER grant application behalf of the entire City Council.  The proposed project will 
eliminate a major bottleneck on a regional roadway and widen Colorado State Highway 
72 (Indiana Street) between W. 80th Avenue and W. 86th Parkway.  
 
The State Highway 72/Indiana Street corridor is an important transportation route serving 
rural and urbanizing portions of northwest Arvada and Jefferson County.  In addition, our 
partnership with the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) and Jefferson 
County will leverage additional funds to reconstruct a decaying Union Pacific railroad 
bridge should we receive this grant.  Together, we can benefit the freight rail 
transportation system as well as the highway system with one project.  
 
It’s worth noting that this project complements ongoing city, private sector, and county 
transportation investments.  The movement of people and goods on our railways as well 
as our highways are important to the American economy.  Widening of the State 
Highway 72/Indiana Street corridor will serve our residential community as well as the 
commercial, industrial, retail and civic land-uses situated along the corridor. The route 
also connects to a planned metropolitan beltway and serves traffic accessing the Rocky 
Mountain Regional Airport in Jefferson County. The City of Arvada and Jefferson 
County are actively investing in improvements to the north and south of the project 
location.  Without this project, this economic corridor will continue to have a pinch point 
and will remain congested. 
  
Arvada’s widening project lines up with the intent of the TIGER program and has a 
significant positive impact to our residents, businesses, and visitors.  The positive 
regional impact is multiplied by the reconstruction of the decaying Union Pacific railroad 
bridge which will benefit freight rail transportation that will reach far beyond Arvada.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For these reasons, we urge your strong consideration for a full award of the TIGER grant 
application as described herein.    
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Marc Williams 
Mayor 
 
Cc: City Council 
 
 
 







   
October 3, 2017 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Please accept this letter as sign of Bike Friendly Arvada’s solid support for the Transportation 
Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant application by the City of Arvada to 
widen State Highway 72 (Indiana St). The requested funding will enable the reconstruction of an 
antiquated railroad bridge and address inadequate traffic flow on this state highway as the 
region continues to see continued growth and development.  We are especially excited about 
have on-street bike lanes in both directions as well as sidewalks/trails on either side of Indiana 
Street. 

The City of Arvada and Jefferson County have been working to eliminate car, bike and 
pedestrian bottlenecks in this corridor; the proposed project is the most expensive and 
disruptive bottleneck along this corridor, and the infusion of TIGER funding will expedite 
improvements to this growing economic corridor.   Currently the only other corridor north to get 
across the railroad tracks is a ten mile detour west to RT 93 or five mile detour east to Simms 
Street.   

This project has profound regional importance, as it will connect this economically growing 
region to the Denver metropolitan beltway, known at highway C-470. This beltway has been 
completed in portions circling the metropolitan area in the last 15 years. The final section that 
will complete the beltway, known as the Jefferson Parkway, is directly north of this stretch and 
will intersect with SH-72  approximately 1.2 miles from the proposed improvements. This 
includes a ten mile link between SH 93 and SH 128. The Jefferson Parkway will improve 
mobility for the western metro region, and connect to the entire metro region. Currently, the 
Jefferson Parkway is in final environmental review for its interchanges to three state highways 
while also examining future traffic growth through 2040. A one time, critical investment in 
widening SH 72 will complement the opening of the Jefferson Parkway and expand economic 
opportunity for this entire region.  

Thank you, 

 
William A. Orchard 
billorchard@juno.com     303-422-9468 

Family and Recreational Ride Coordinator 
Bike Friendly Arvada 
Arvada Bike Advisory Committee 



   

P O Box 7453,  

Broomfield CO 80021 

October 9, 2017 

Office of the Assistant Secretary of Transportation Policy 
ATTN:  TIGER Selection Committees 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington DC 20590 
 
RE:  Support for Arvada’s Tiger Grant Application to Widen a Section of Indiana Street 
 
Dear Assistant Secretary: 
 
Bike Jeffco, the Jefferson County Colorado bicycle advocacy organization, strongly supports the Tiger 
Grant application by the City of Arvada to widen State Highway 72 (Indiana St) between W 80th Ave and 
W 86th Pkwy and construct other important features. The requested funding will enable the 
reconstruction of an antiquated railroad bridge and address inadequate traffic flow on this state 
highway as well as improve the level of safety for both drivers and cyclists.  
 
The roadway widening project will transform the 2‐lane narrow roadway to a median separated 4‐lane 
roadway that includes on‐street bike lanes in both directions as well as 6.5' ‐ 8' trails on both sides of 
Indiana Street.  This section of Indiana has not only represented a bottle neck for vehicle traffic, but it 
also is a hazardous pinch point for cyclists in which cyclists are forced to share limited roadway space 
with cars.  This often results in cyclists being passed by cars at high speed and at less than a 3’ distance. 
This route has regional bike route significance as it acts as a connector with trails, designated routes and 
important destinations.  
 
Completing the proposed project would be a major safety improvement, and is fully compliant with the 
criteria of the TIGER Grant for safety, quality of life, environmental sustainability, and partnership.  
Therefore, we fully endorse and support the grant application of the City of Arvada.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Dave Evans 
Bike Jeffco – Chairman 







October 11, 2017 
 
Secretary of Transportation Elaine Chao 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: City of Arvada TIGER Grant Application – Highway 72 (Indiana Street) improvements 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
I support for the City of Arvada’s TIGER grant application for $20 million to improve Indiana Street (State 
Highway 72).  The project will eliminate a crucial constriction by rebuilding the Union Pacific railroad 
underpass allowing for widening the road for a 3/4mile stretch between West 80th Avenue to West 86th 
Avenue.  The City in partnership with the private sector and the Colorado Department of Transportation 
brings $5 million in matching funds. Of this amount, $2 million is from developer impact fees, an 
estimated $500,000 is from right-of-way and developer improvements, and CDOT has pledged a 
$750,000 contribution. 
 
As a property owner and developer in this area, it is clear that this is a needed improvement critical to 
future growth and public safety throughout the Indiana Street corridor.   This area in Arvada and 
Jefferson County is growing rapidly; daily traffic on Indiana Street has increased nearly 400% since the 
year 2000.    Removing the bottleneck caused by the railroad underpass will significantly improve 
capacity and materially improve safety along this stretch of the Indiana Street Corridor.   This project has 
the support of area residents, businesses and Jefferson County.  Thank you for your consideration of 
Arvada’s request for funds. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Walter B. Raub 
8335 Indiana St 
Arvada, CO   
 
 
 

Walter B Raub 10/11/2017



COLORADO
• Department of Transportation

Office of the Executive Director

October 5, 2017

The Honorable Etaine Chao
Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Aye, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) has reviewed the Transportation Investments
Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) IX grant application for the City of Arvada SH 72 (Indiana Street)
Improvement project. CDOT concurs with the application and is willing to form a partnership with the City
of Arvada by pLedging matching funds not to exceed $750,000.

This segment of Indiana Street (SH 72) from W 82 Avenue to W 86th Avenue is a bottleneck on the
regional Mcintyre/Indiana corridor due to a narrow railroad structure that currently restricts the roadway
to 2 narrow travet lanes. The project will construct a new railroad bridge and a 4-Lane median-separated
roadway between the intersections. The cross-section for the 4-Lane roadway includes wide sidewaLks
(trails) to accommodate bicycle and pedestrian travel needs.

The Mcintyre/indiana roadway corridor is currentLy suffering from inadequate capacity. This project wilt
support Jefferson County efforts along Mcintyre Street as well as Arvadas widening project at indiana St
and W 72nd Ave to keep north/south regional traffic flowing through those communities. The project
serves national and regional economic interests by reconstructing an old Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR)
bridge structure.

The project also serves regional traffic in northwest metropolitan Denver on a CDOT highway and is a
transportation spine connecting to multiple highway corridors, Rocky Mountain Metropolitan Airport, and
the future Jefferson bettway. The project touches the Candelas Metropolitan District, which the Denver
Regional Council of Governments (DRCOG) has designated as an urban center within metro Denver with
planned residential, office, retail, hospital, industrial, and other land-uses.

CDOT is pleased to form this partnership with the City of Arvada. if you need further information, please
contact Ron Papsdorf at (303) 757-9105.

Sinc/”

Shailen P. Bhatt
Executive Director

4201 E. Arkansas Aye, Suite 262, Denver, CO 80222 P 303.757.9201 F 303.757.9656 www.codot.gov









 
 
 
 
 

 Opening the future for business in Jefferson county, Colorado 

1667 Cole Boulevard, Suite 400, golden, CO  80401         p 303.202.2965        f 303.202.2967 
www.jeffcoedc.org 

 

October 12, 2017 
 
 
 
Secretary of Transportation Elaine Chao 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: City of Arvada TIGER Grant Application – Highway 72 (Indiana Street) improvements 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
I support the City of Arvada’s TIGER grant application for $20 million to improve Indiana Street (State 
Highway 72).  The project will eliminate a crucial constriction by rebuilding the Union Pacific railroad 
underpass allowing the widening of the road for a ¾ mile stretch between West 80th Avenue to West 
86th Avenue. The City, in partnership with the private sector and the Colorado Department of 
Transportation, brings $5 million in matching funds. Of this amount, $2 million is from developer impact 
fees, an estimated $500,000 is from right-of-way and developer improvements, and CDOT has pledged a 
$750,000 contribution. 
 
The City has long supported improvements in the area with projects ranging from the Jefferson Parkway 
to intersection improvements at Indiana Street and West 72nd Avenue.  This area in Arvada and Jefferson 
County is growing rapidly; daily traffic on Indiana Street has increased nearly 400% since the year 2000.    
Removing the bottleneck caused by the railroad underpass will significantly improve capacity and 
materially improve safety along this stretch of the Indiana Street Corridor.   This project has the support 
of area residents and Jefferson County.  Thank you for your consideration of Arvada’s request for funds. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Leigh Seeger 
Interim President & CEO 
 







 

October 12, 2017 
  
 

Ms. Elaine Chao 
U.S. Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

  
RE: City of Arvada TIGER Grant Application – Highway 72 (Indiana Street) Improvements 

 
Dear Secretary Chao: 

 
I am writing to express my support for the City of Arvada’s (The City) Transportation Investment 
Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant application to improve Indiana Street (State Highway 
72). If awarded, the project will eliminate a crucial constriction by rebuilding the Union Pacific 
railroad underpass allowing for a widening of the road on a ¾ mile stretch between West 80th Avenue 
to West 86th Avenue.  

 
The City has long supported improvements in the area with projects ranging from the Jefferson 
Parkway to intersection improvements at Indiana Street and West 72nd Avenue. Currently, The City, 
in partnership with the private sector and the Colorado Department of Transportation, brings $5 million 
in matching funds. Of this amount, $2 million is from developer impact fees, an estimated $500,000 is 
from right-of-way and developer improvements, and CDOT has pledged a $750,000 contribution. 

  
The targeted area in Arvada and Jefferson County is growing rapidly with daily traffic on Indiana 
Street increasing by nearly 400% since the year 2000. If funded, removing the bottleneck caused by the 
railroad underpass will significantly improve capacity and materially improve safety along this stretch 
of the Indiana Street Corridor.  

  
I encourage you to give The City’s application every appropriate consideration consistent with all 
applicable laws and regulations. Thank you for your consideration, and please notify my office of any 
funds awarded. 

  
   Sincerely, 

  
   Michael F. Bennet 
   United States Senator 
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