Room 114 Kindergarten Newsletter

December 3 – December 7, 2012
Hello Parents, 

Thank you all for attending the parent conferences, it was great to meet with each of you to comment on the progress your child has made so far this year in kindergarten! We will conference again face to face in the spring; however anyone can contact us at anytime for concerns or just a follow up.     


 In the midst of this holiday season, please consider structure and routine as a benefit to your child and their performance at school.  This month there will again be many changes in our classroom routine due to special events.  The children become extremely excited for these special happenings; however along with the excitement is the lack of focus and concentration toward the tasks we are aiming toward here at school. Although, our calendar days are numbered, time is a difficult concept for kindergarten students to truly understand.  Please consider keeping the anticipation for these special events within a day or two.     
A couple of reminders:  
· If you have not already done so, please send in family pictures of each member in your family for a special project ASAP. Thank you! 

· Supply Request . . .  if you please, for Chlorox wipes and Ziploc sandwich or quart size freezer bags  
· Each child has a “TIGER folder, it should go back and forth to school daily. 

· Kindergarten Homework is due back to school the Friday of the week it comes home. (there was no homework this week  )

· Library Books are due in -  Day 2, Tuesday, 12/11
· “Book It“ forms are due in on Thursday, December 20th  

· December PTA newsletter is available on line for your reading pleasure; reference your TIGER folder for computer website access.  

· Room 114 Kindergarten Website for Mrs. Gilyard is on line, check for the current edition of our newsletter and scrapbook updates; reference your TIGER folder for computer website access.  

Class Meeting


We enjoyed our “Reindeer Games” after discussing how Rudolph was bullied by his friends calling him names and not allowing him to participate.  We also read The Wild Christmas Reindeer by Jan Brett and the children noticed that Tica was a little bit of a bully herself as she tried many ways to get them to listen to her.  In the end she understood how kindness was the best tool to use for their cooperation.  
Playground and Recess


Please be aware that with the sudden changes in weather your child needs to be prepared for outdoor recess.  Unless it is raining or the wind chill factor is below normal, we will continue to have outdoor recess.  It is suggested that your child have boots, a warm hat or hood, gloves or mittens, a warm jacket and snow pants, if needed. Many children are tempted by any small amount of water and seem to find it, especially when you do not want them to get wet.  Although our recess is mid afternoon, we would not want your child sitting in wet clothing unnecessarily or having to ride the bus home wet.   Some children have a change of clothing for emergencies that is left here, if you would like to consider sending in extra clothing, labeled with your child’s name to leave here that is fine.  As we are dressing warmer and needing extra layers, please label your child’s coat, and backpack and any other items they may wear to school daily;  sometimes all the clothing gets to be overwhelming for us to remember who has what. . .  . . ..labeling your children’s personal items will assist in keeping us all together.  

Language Arts 

During our Language Block, we continue to practice snap words; and are working at recognizing letter sounds to put together to make words; we learned about the -at sound at the end of words and were able to put some of the words we listed into a nonsense sentence.    We read Caps for Sale and discussed the patterns in the text as well as illustrations; we learned about speech bubbles and exclamation points, too!  
 Our theme for the month of December is Traditions.   Our reading buddies from Mrs. Ciotoli’s class visited; we read about holiday traditions and shared our own traditions with each other.  We will discuss Christmas, Hanukkah, and Kwanza.   Later this month we will visit Poland, Italy, Ireland, Germany, Mexico and Holland on our annual kindergarten Tour of Nations.  If you have a tradition you celebrate in your home and would like to share it with us, please send a note and we can make arrangements for a presentation to the class.  

In Writers Workshop, we continue working on storytelling and learning about sketching to enhance our skills as authors and illustrators.  In our Drawing and Writing books we are labeling our illustrations as well as working on the details. We reread Caps for Sale, focusing in on the facial details and feelings of the peddler in the text; we completed an activity using our portraits and patterned caps; we added text by using a speech bubble to express the emotion on our faces. 
In our Readers Workshop, we are becoming more independent and organized with work station activities. Thank you volunteers for your help this week; please review the dates below for volunteers.  
· Monday, December 10, 9:30 – 10:30 –  Amanda Nelson  

· Tuesday, December11 , 9:30– 10:30 – Tiffany Ferrell 
· Wednesday, December 12, 9:30– 10:30 –  Kathy Marecek 
· Thursday December 13,  9:30 – 10:30 -  Christine Rutter 
Friday, December 14, 1:30 – 3:15– Amy Hitchcock

· Monday, December 17, 9:30 – 10:30 –  Amanda Nelson  

· Tuesday, December18 , 9:30– 10:30 – Tiffany Ferrell 
· Wednesday, December 19, 9:30– 10:30 –  Kathy Marecek 
· Thursday December 20,  9:30 – 10:30 -  Christine Rutter 
Friday, December 21, 9:30 – 10:30– Amy Hitchcock
Math

We read the book, Caps for Sale and completed our own patterns as we stacked caps with the peddler.  We continue to work on patterning and improving our number sense.  This week we decorated our hallway with a patterned chain; ask your child how we named the pattern using letters, numbers, and rhythms.    We made a class telephone book to practice our telephone numbers and phone manners in the Hello Kitty Cafe work station during Readers Workshop.  We also continue to review attributes of 2D and 3D shapes
Science 

Our classroom is participating in the BU Science program, on a weekly basis; students from the Bio Engineering program visit our class with a special lesson to enhance our current Science series.  This week we experimented with recycled paper and discussed what types of things were made of wood.   We also experimented with two different types of wood, manmade wood and wood from trees,   Ask your child to talk about the observations they made while looking at the wood samples and see if they remember the names of the  types of wood, we used, .

Upcoming Events:  
· Thursday,  December 13th , 1:30 – 3:15, Holiday Tour of Nations, parents are welcome to join in our travels  

· Friday. December 14th, 1:30 – 3:15 parents are welcomed for Polar Express Day, wear your favorite pajamas.  

· Thursday, December 20th, Holiday Festivities, 1:45 – 3:15, Mrs. Hitchcock will be sending a communication outlining the details for the afternoon.   

This is a brief outline for the above events, please know that you are invited to attend any and all of our planned activities.  However, do not feel obligated, as schedules are busy, join us as your schedule allows. Our only request is that you send a note to notify us of your attendance in order to plan accordingly.  
Words of Wisdom:    Cleaning the house while your kids are still growing is like shoveling the sidewalk before it snows.  

Lynn Gilyard 
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Classroom Teacher   
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