TSYS Learning Center Staff Newsletter, September 2012 
Water Park Officially Closed for the Season

The children will not like it, but the water park is closed for the season. Thank you teachers for the gallons of sunscreen and bug spray you applied, the wet suits and towels you tracked, and the jangled nerves soothed when parents forgot it was water park day. The park will re-open on Beach Day next May, 2013.

Labor Day Holiday – School Closed Monday, September 3 – Woohoo!
L-Notes - TLC will begin using TSYS L-notes, comparable to Outlook, starting in September! These will be simple reminders; RSVP will be used only when a count for purchasing food is necessary.
Parent Partnership Group – Wednesday, September 5, noon

The PPG’s meeting hosted by co-chairs Angie Paramore and Kim Burtts will include the fall fundraiser, Original Works, timeline. Original works requires teacher to help children produce a piece of art (brightly colored and only one dimensional – no glued items) Parents then purchase items e.g. mugs, nightlights, etc., on which the art is reproduced. Teachers will get more information in the coming weeks about this project. Teachers are welcome to participate
All Faculty Meeting – Thursday, September 6

The focus will be celebrating the coming year, eating all together – a potato bar will be set up, welcoming new staff, celebrating teacher milestones, We Care Tracking, Curriculum Night, setting the calendar for the new school year, and participating in shared decision making where possible. A special continuing educational feature will be “Thinking Outside the Blocks” a play on words to be sure! Each meeting will include a Bright Horizons’ HEART Principal (Honesty, Excellence, Accountability, Respect, and Teamwork) and a Diversity Moment as this is now a Bright Horizons policy for all Centers at Staff Meetings.
Enrichments Begin – September 10
Enrichments include Music, Spanish, Movement Matters, and Art for Preschool and Pre-K and Music for Infants and Toddlers. Teachers are reminded to participate in all enrichments if the children are moving like elephants, so should you! Art is being re-designed with more centers, and teachers should assist and station themselves to help support programming. The enrichment schedule is attached for posting.
Musical Moments – Thursday, September 13
TLC will hold its first all community sing for the new school year with Andrew Hendley, Music Enrichment teacher. Infants/Toddlers gather at 10:30 a.m. and Early Preschool- Pre-K gathers at 11:00 a.m. for singing, finger plays, and puppets. Parents are always welcome! 
Parent’s Night Out – Friday, September 28 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
TLC will offer date night for families enrolled at TLC and employees of TSYS. Children will have dinner and participate in activities. Teachers please let Teri Lynn know if you would like to staff this event, the hours are paid.

Curriculum Night – Tuesday, September 18 and Thursday, September 20
China will be the theme of this year’s event as the children participate in interactive sessions with parents in their classrooms between 5:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Upon arrival, parents will view a brief PowerPoint, which highlights the Bright Horizons World Curriculum then proceed to classrooms for special projects and a snacks. 
This is a time for teachers to show parents how Bright Horizons integrates themes across the curriculum and how children learn and become READY for SCHOOL in the areas of science, language, math, and art. During Curriculum Night, Thursday, September 20 the Enrichment Room (PS 1) will be open for a brief demonstration of a Music class and Movement Matters. More information will be forthcoming.
Bright Generations Grandparent Lunch September 26 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

This event, hosted by the Pre-K children, is for Grandparents (or a Grandparent sub), will include lunch, singing, and participation in a Great Kindness Challenge, gathering children’s books and decorating a bag to hold them. The books will go to Damascus Way and Open Door Community House.
Bright Horizons Curriculum and the Curriculum Shelf
A hallmark of the Bright Horizons program is its “World Curriculum.” The curriculum elements are Science Rocks, ArtSmart, Language Works, and Math Counts, Toward a Better World and Well Aware. In August and September, the Curriculum Shelf – the preschool common area features Well Aware, including books on behavior, rules, and a parent handout on emotional development and self-regulation. Teachers are invited to use the materials during the month. The shelf will not be featured in the Infant/Toddler Common anymore as it was clearly a distraction. Another venue for this material will be designed. 
New Staff

Please join me in welcoming Shay Smith and Taleshia Veasley to the Infant Department; Amme Brookes to Early Preschool; and Sheena Fanning and Garielle Gill to Preschool/PreK.  We also welcome LaKesha Harley, Linda Cowall, and Kylaa Barron to our subs pool.
TLC has said goodbye to Infant Teacher Hailey Beene, who’ll be working closer to her home in Montgomery, to Shalanda Baldwin who has taken a position elsewhere, and Pat Knight who will be pursuing new avenues of professional development.

Going Green at TLC

The lobby‘s shinny trash can is for recycling efforts here at TLC, but teachers should bring in materials whenever they would like to the recycle room is divided into sections and labeled. If you don’t have time to place items, just leave them in the metal trash can inside the Recycle Room and they will be put away for you. Examples of items are:

Magazines and catalogs - Paper - different sizes, textures, colors - envelops – e.g. those from bills that come in the mail, Old greeting cards,cloth/felt and other textiles (tiles, wood pieces, etc.), plastic containers, bubble wrap, plastic lids- tops from anything, laundry detergent to soda bottles, wrapping paper – all scraps welcomed, newspaper – small amounts please or we will get too much!

Take-It-Apart Station
Bright Horizons TLC has a new learning center, added to Language Works, Math Counts, Science Rocks, ArtSmart, Blocks, Books, etc., for children in the Preschool /Pre-K rooms called “Take It Apart Station” It will be the woodworking table when it’s not in use. Teachers are asked to donate items that can be taken apart – radios, toasters, phones, etc., by children in goggles, using tools. Remember to ask your neighbors and businesses to help with donations to…take apart!
Faculty Birthday and Anniversary Celebrations
Birthdays – 9/1 Shay Smith, Garielle Gill,  9/7 Arnie Anderson, 9/19 Vickie McBride, 9/29 Brittney Bridges.  Anniversaries – Lamekia Feggins-Moore - 9 years on 9/15 and Toya Barnes – 2 years on 9/23. 
Save- these- Dates 

Curriculum Camp Wednesday – Friday, October 3 – 8
Pre-K children will have no school on these days, but families can enroll in Curriculum Camp. An enrollment form will be distributed in the coming weeks.
 

School’s Out Club Registration for October 8 - 10

Forms are on the TeamWorks site to register for this event or can be picked up at TLC’s reception desk. School’s Out Club is TLC’s program for school age children when the districts are out of session 
TLC’s BABY SHOWER – Wednesday, October 25 

TLC will host its semi-annual Baby Shower with information, prizes, and lunch for new and expecting parents. Invite co-workers to RSVP, they’ll meet other parents anf learning about early care and education at TLC. The event will be hosted by Executive Director, Teri Lynn Ferentz and Education Coordinator, Toya Barnes. 
Court Orders and Other Child Specific Situation

Teachers are reminded to read all child information sheets that were given out when children transition. Sheets contain information that is important to the health and safety of each child, and may include specific directives from parents. 

Exciting Initiatives for the 2012/13 School Year – Teri Lynn Ferentz, Executive Director

Among my responsibilities each year is to create a vision – a marketing/design direction, for TLC. I prepare a marketing plan for Bright Horizons, share it with our client, TSYS, and bring bits and pieces to teachers when it is appropriate. The plan include Bright Horizons’ initiatives too.
Every year my plan includes environments - the “third teacher”. Environments change slowly, guided by funds, time, and education of teachers. I am proud to be the owner of many photos capturing environmental transformations here at TLC, some small, others miraculous! I have a passion for all topics in early care and education, but environments are one of my favorites and I will be presenting at the Georgia’s state conference for Young Children (GAYC) in September on this topic.

Research, my own and other experts in the field, has propelled me forward to continually address TLC’s environments. Let me share a timeline for those who may not know or remember all we have accomplished here, often with a great deal of sweat equity:
2008 - de- cluttering began, took items off windows, paired down the amount of items put on walls and found new and creative ways to put up documentation and the children’s work, .
 2009 - underwent changes to bring more natural materials into the Science areas, taking out too many plastic and purchased items, continued to de-clutter, and begin to create more learning centers in the classrooms; discussions on changing the color pallet and furniture positioning, stopped using tape on any surfaces.
2010 furniture began to be replaced and re-positioned, Home Living area and computer desks took on a more home-like appearance; de-cluttering continued. The Toddler Initiative was launched by Bright Horizons and TLC was way in front of the curve, stopped using tacks and push pins, and no tape on any surfaces.
2011- curved shelves were purchased to soften lines and more centers were put into the room, cozy areas were added, and more wooden toys purchased. Bulletin boards took on a more uniform appearance teachers stopped using tape on any surfaces, and BH icons became the only ones TLC was allowed to use
2012 – Preschool/PreK will be the focus this year, literacy especially and writing desks have been put in classrooms, a Take-It-Apart center will be added in 2013, and colors continue to be softened, and curved shelves purchased. Furniture repurposed and upholstered. And teachers will begin discussions about the Block Center, to “Think Outside the Blocks” (yes, a play on words and will include Infants – Pre-K). Blocks teach children all the “elements”- language, math, art, and science.
TLC will have a display in the coming weeks to help families support the creation of better and more interesting Block Centers. Watch for the display and more details as TLC “Thinks Outside the Blocks” < 

