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June 1, 2011 
 
 
Mr. William Gerrish, President 
National Public Health Information Coalition (NPHIC) 
986 Hidden Hollow Drive 
Marietta, GA  30068 
 
RE:   Letter of Support for FOA - Number:  CDC-RFA-CD11-1101 
 
Dear Mr. Gerrish: 
 
I am writing this letter to support the application of the National Public Health Information 
Coalition (NPHIC) for funding from CDC.    
 
The Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) has benefited directly from the professional services 
provided through NPHIC.  My communications staff believes NPHIC provides invaluable 
strategic guidance and assistance not only to them but also their public health communication 
and social marketing counterparts across the nation.  Ann Wright, ADH Director of 
Communications, is a past president of NPHIC, a former Region VI Board Member and has 
been in the organization since she joined our agency sixteen years ago.  She is the current 
chair of the membership committee and is a member of the health literacy committee.  She says 
that NPHIC is a lifeline for public health communications and a resource my communications 
staff have come to depend upon in everyday matters of public health promotion and crisis 
situations.  
  
The Arkansas Department of Health strongly supports the continued efforts of NPHIC and its 
cooperative agreement application and urges CDC’s approval. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Paul Halverson, DrPH, FACHE 
Director and State Health Officer 
 
ph:cj 
 
cc:  Ann Wright 

Arkansas Department of Health 
 

4815 West Markham Street ● Little Rock, Arkansas 72205-3867 ● Telephone (501) 661-2000 
Governor Mike Beebe 

Paul K. Halverson, DrPH, FACHE, Director and State Health Officer 
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June 1, 2011 

Mr. William Gerrish, President 
National Public Health Information Coalition (NPHIC) 
986 Hidden Hollow Drive 
Marietta, GA  30068 

RE:   Letter of Support for FOA - Number:  CDC-RFA-CD11-1101

Dear Mr. Gerrish: 

I am writing this letter to support the application of the National Public Health 
Information Coalition (NPHIC) for funding from CDC.

The Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention (Maine CDC) has benefited 
directly from the professional services provided through NPHIC.  My communications 
staff believes NPHIC provides invaluable strategic guidance and assistance not only to 
them but also their public health communication and social marketing counterparts 
across the nation.  NPHIC is a resource my communications staff have come to depend 
upon in everyday matters of public health promotion and in crisis situations.

The Maine CDC strongly supports the continued efforts of NPHIC and its cooperative 
agreement application and urges CDC’s approval. 

Sincerely,

Dr. Sheila G. Pinette, D.O. 
Director, Maine CDC 
State Health Officer 
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June 2, 2011  
 
 
 

William Gerrish, President  
National Public Health Information Coalition (NPHIC)  
986 Hidden Hollow Drive  
Marietta, Georgia 30068  

 
Dear Mr. Gerrish:  

 
RE: Letter of Support for FOA - Number: CDC-RFA-CD11-1101  

 
I recently learned that the National Public Health Information Coalition (NPHIC) plans to submit an 
application for funding from the CDC.  After reviewing the objectives of the cooperative agreement 
opportunity, I am writing to give my full support of your application.   

 
The Ohio Department of Health and its partners benefit directly from the professional services provided 
through NPHIC. The organization has proven itself a national leader in providing timely and consistent 
messaging on all major public health issues. The State of Ohio’s public awareness efforts are increased 
exponentially through the work of this coalition of professional communicators.   

 
NPHIC is uniquely positioned to provide the strategic thought leadership, collaboration and professional 
development needed to protect and improve the health of our citizens as we face more complex and 
persistent public health issues. It is a resource my agency frequently depends upon in matters of public 
health promotion and in crisis situations.  

 
The Ohio Department of Health strongly supports the continued efforts of NPHIC and its cooperative 
agreement application and advocates for CDC approval.  

 
Sincerely,  

 
 

Theodore E. Wymyslo, M.D.   
Director  
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June 1, 2011 
 
Mr. William Gerrish, President 
National Public Health Information Coalition (NPHIC) 
986 Hidden Hollow Drive 
Marietta, GA  30068 
 
RE:   Letter of Support for FOA - Number:  CDC-RFA-CD11-1101 
 
Dear Mr. Gerrish: 
 
I am pleased to provide this letter of support for the application of the National 
Public Health Information Coalition (NPHIC) for funding from CDC.    
 
The Oklahoma State Department of Health has benefited directly from the 
professional services provided through NPHIC.  NPHIC provides invaluable 
strategic guidance and assistance to state and local health departments in their 
public health communication and social marketing efforts. This was 
demonstrated most recently in the quick response NPHIC provided in 
disseminating public information and health resources to state health agencies 
following the Japan earthquake and nuclear emergency. Of course, the 2009-
2010 H1N1 pandemic showcased NPHIC’s ability to link with key CDC resources 
to assure a coordinated national communications strategy.   
 
NPHIC is a resource our communications staff have come to depend upon in 
everyday matters of public health promotion and in crisis situations. The 
Oklahoma State Department of Health supports the continued efforts of NPHIC 
and its cooperative agreement application and urges CDC’s approval. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Terry Cline, Ph.D. 
Commissioner 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
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 State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 

Department of Health 
 
   Three Capitol Hill 

Providence, RI 02908-5097 
 
TTY: 711 
www.health.ri.gov  

 
  
  
 

 
 

 
May 31, 2011  
   
Mr. William Gerrish, President  
National Public Health Information Coalition (NPHIC)  
986 Hidden Hollow Drive  
Marietta, GA  30068  
   
RE:   Letter of Support for FOA - Number:  CDC-RFA-CD11-1101  
   
Dear Mr. Gerrish:  
   
I am writing this letter to support the application of the National Public Health Information 
Coalition (NPHIC) for funding from CDC.    
  
Our Department has benefited greatly from the services NPHIC provides. The Department’s 
PIOs have been members of the organization since 1998 and the staff on my communication 
team believe NPHIC provides invaluable assistance to their everyday work.   
 
We depend on the access NPHIC gives us to the national network of public health information 
officers and the CDC information team, including advance copies of press releases, media 
briefings, and urgent information related to public health emergencies. We also rely on NPHIC’s 
national database of health education materials, resources, templates, and best practices in public 
health communication  
 
As NPHIC is the only national association of Communication Directors and Public Information 
Officers working to improve and coordinate public health communication at the state and federal 
levels, the Rhode Island Department of Health strongly supports the continued efforts of NPHIC 
and its cooperative agreement application and urges CDC approval.   
  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Michael Fine, MD 
Interim Director of Health 
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
P.O. Box 1088 

Austin, Texas  78767 
 (512) 972-5010   Fax:  (512) 972-5016 

 
 
May 25, 2011 
 
Mr. William Gerrish, President 
National Public Health Information Coalition (NPHIC) 
986 Hidden Hollow Drive 
Marietta, GA  30068 
 
RE:   Letter of Support for FOA - Number:  CDC-RFA-CD11-1101 
 
Dear Mr. Gerrish: 
 
I am writing this letter to support the application of the National Public Health 
Information Coalition (NPHIC) for funding from CDC.    
 
Austin/Travis County Health and Human Services Department has benefited 
directly from the professional assistance provided by our colleagues at NPHIC.  
Our communications staff, as well as many of our health educators and health 
promotions teams believes NPHIC provides timely and relevant strategic 
guidance and tools not only to them but also their counterparts across the 
nation. NPHIC is a resource we have come to depend upon in everyday matters 
of public health promotion and during public health emergency events.   
  
The Austin/Travis County Health and Human Services Department strongly 
supports the continued efforts of NPHIC and its cooperative agreement 
application and urges CDC’s approval. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carole Barasch 
 
Communications & Community Development Manager 
Austin/Travis County Health and Human Services Department 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Austin/Travis County Health and Human Services Austin/Travis County Health and Human Services 
DepartmentDepartment   
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June 1, 2011 
 
 
Mr. William Gerrish, President 
National Public Health Information Coalition (NPHIC) 
986 Hidden Hollow Drive 
Marietta, GA  30068 
 
RE:   Letter of Support for FOA - Number:  CDC-RFA-CD11-1101 
 
Dear Mr. Gerrish: 
 
I am writing this letter to support the application of the National Public Health Information 
Coalition (NPHIC) for funding from CDC.    
 
Buncombe County Department of Health has benefited directly from the professional services 
provided through NPHIC.  My communications staff believes NPHIC provides invaluable 
strategic guidance and assistance not only to them but also their public health communication 
and social marketing counterparts across the nation.  NPHIC is a resource my communications 
staff have come to depend upon in everyday matters of public health promotion and in crisis 
situations.  
  
The Buncombe County Department of Health strongly supports the continued efforts of NPHIC 
and its cooperative agreement application and urges CDC’s approval. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Gibbie Harris 
Health Director 
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 CITY OF COLUMBIA/BOONE COUNTY, MISSOURI 
 

 

            DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES             
                                                                     DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION 

1005 W. Worley St.   P.O. Box 6015   Columbia, Missouri  65205-6015 
Phone: (573) 874-7355  TTY: (573) 874-7356   Fax: (573) 874-7756  

www.GoColumbiaMo.com   
 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER/SERVICES PROVIDED ON A NONDISCRIMINATORY BASIS 

  

May  25,  2011  

Mr.  William  Gerrish,  President  
National  Public  Health  Information  Coalition  (NPHIC)  

986  Hidden  Hollow  Drive  
Marietta,  GA    30068  

RE:      Letter  of  Support  for  FOA  -­‐  Number:    CDC-­‐RFA-­‐CD11-­‐1101  

Dear  Mr.  Gerrish:  

I  am  writing  this  letter  to  support  the  application  of  the  National  Public  Health  Information  Coalition  
(NPHIC)  for  funding  from  CDC.    

The  Columbia/Boone  County  Department  of  Public  Health  and  Human  Services  has  benefited  directly  
from  the  professional  services  provided  through  NPHIC.  We  serve  a  population  of  about  160,000  and,  

like  many  health  departments  across  the  country,  must  deal  with  shrinking  budgets  while  meeting  
the  increased  demand  for  accurate  and  timely  information  communicated  through  an  increasing  
number  of  mediums.  It’s  been  said  many  times  that  our  NPHIC  membership  is  the  best  $75  we  spend  

each  year.  NPHIC  provides  invaluable  strategic  guidance  and  assistance  and  is  a  resource  I  have  come  
to  depend  upon  in  everyday  matters  of  public  health  promotion  and  in  crisis  situations.    

The  Columbia/Boone  County  Department  of  Public  Health  and  Human  Services  strongly  supports  the  
continued  efforts  of  NPHIC  and  its  cooperative  agreement  application  and  urges  CDC’s  approval.  

Sincerely,  

  

Genalee  Alexander,  PIO  
Columbia/Boone  County  Department  of  Public  Health  and  Human  Services  
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June  1,  2011  
  
Mr.  William  Gerrish,  President  
National  Public  Health  Information  Coalition  (NPHIC)  
986  Hidden  Hollow  Drive  
Marietta,  GA    30068  
  
RE:      Letter  of  Support  for  FOA  -­‐  Number:    CDC-­‐RFA-­‐CD11-­‐1101  
  
Dear  Mr.  Gerrish:  
  
I  am  writing  this  letter  to  support  the  application  of  the  National  Public  Health  Information  Coalition  
(NPHIC)  for  funding  from  CDC.        
  
The  services  that  NPHIC  offers  have  been  invaluable  to  the  Lake  County  Health  Department.  Such  
services  keep  our  Communications  Office  informed  of  the  latest  public  health  issues  and  CDC  updates.  
The  annual  conference  has  been  an  excellent  resource  for  learning  the  latest  information  on  social  
media  and  other  marketing  tools.  The  NPHIC  web  site  also  is  an  excellent  resource  for  keeping  up  to  
date  on  what  other  health  departments  are  doing  to  address  specific  public  health  issues.  
    
The  Lake  County  Health  Department  strongly  supports  the  continued  efforts  of  NPHIC  and  its  
cooperative  agreement  application  and  urges  CDC’s  approval.  
  
Sincerely,  
  

  
  
Leslie  Piotrowski  
Communications  Manager  
Lake  County  Health  Department/  
Community  Health  Center  
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 Promoting and protecting the 
health of Northern Kentucky by 
providing public health services 
essential for a safe and healthy 
community. 
  
 

     610 Medical Village Drive   Edgewood, KY 41017   859.341.4264   Fax: 859.578.3689 www.nkyhealth.org 

May 25, 2011 
  
Mr. William Gerrish, President 
National Public Health Information Coalition  
986 Hidden Hollow Drive 
Marietta, GA  30068 
  
RE:   Letter of Support for FOA - Number:  CDC-RFA-CD11-1101 
  
Dear Mr. Gerrish: 
  
I am writing this letter to support the application of the National Public Health Information 
Coalition for funding from CDC.    
  
The Northern Kentucky Health Department has benefited directly from the professional services 
provided through NPHIC. My public information staff believes NPHIC provides invaluable 
strategic guidance and assistance not only to them but also their public health communication and 
social marketing counterparts across the nation.  
 
From pandemic flu to smoking cessation, NPHIC has helped connect public health communicators 
with resources, best practices and the latest information, allowing them to stay ahead of 
communications needs of the media and the public.  
 
The Northern Kentucky Health Department strongly supports the continued efforts of NPHIC and 
its cooperative agreement application and urges CDC’s approval. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Lynne M. Saddler, MD, MPH 
District Director of Health 
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May 26, 2011 
 
 
Mr. William Gerrish, President 
National Public Health Information Coalition (NPHIC) 
986 Hidden Hollow Drive 
Marietta, GA  30068 
 
 
RE:   Letter of Support for FOA - Number:  CDC-RFA-CD11-1101 
 
 
Dear Mr. Gerrish: 
 
I am writing this letter to support the application of the National Public Health Information 
Coalition (NPHIC) for funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.   
 
RiverStone Health, Yellowstone County’s local public health agency in Billings, Montana has 
benefited directly from the professional services provided through NPHIC.  I am responsible for 
public health communication for Montana’s most populous county and NPHIC has provided 
invaluable strategic guidance and assistance, of which I have shared with other colleagues 
throughout the state.  Because of limited human and financial resources I depend upon NPHIC as 
both as a vital resource for everyday matters of public health promotion and in crisis situations.  
  
RiverStone Health strongly supports the continued efforts of NPHIC and its cooperative agreement 
application and urges CDC’s approval. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Barbara J. Schneeman, Director  
Communication & Advocacy  
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3 June 2011 
 
 
William Gerrish, President 
National Public Health Information Coalition 
986 Hidden Hollow Drive 
Marietta, GA  30068 
 
RE:   Letter of Support for FOA - Number:    CDC-RFA-CD11-1101 
 
Dear Mr. Gerrish: 
 
The Society for Public Health Education (SOPHE) is pleased to offer this letter of support for 
the National Public Health Information Coalition’s (NPHIC) application for the above 
referenced RFA to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
 
SOPHE has been pleased to collaborate with NPHIC on both current and past health 
communication initiatives and believes NPHIC has the capacity to accomplish the objectives 
of this project.  NPHIC plays a valuable role in uniting public health communication and 
social marketing professionals to support efforts of preventing disease and injury and 
promoting health and safety among all levels of government and between the various 
ASTHO affiliate organizations.   
 
SOPHE is a 501 (c)(3) professional organization whose mission is to provide global 
leadership to the profession of health education and to promote the health of society 
through advances in health education theory and research, excellence in professional 
preparation and practice, advocacy for public policies conducive to health and the 
achievement of health equity for all. SOPHE’s membership comprises some 4,000 
individuals with formal training and/or an interest in health education and health 
promotion throughout the United States and 25 international countries.  There are 
currently 19 SOPHE chapters covering more than 30 states, northern Mexico, and Western 
Canada. 
 
SOPHE is committed to collaborating with NPHIC on this initiative and in other future 
endeavors.   I strongly urge the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to approve 
NPHIC’s application for funding.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
M. Elaine Auld, MPH, MCHES 
Chief Executive Officer 
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