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Jolly Pirates Newsletter September 2015
Welcome to our first newsletter of the pre-school year. We hope you are all looking forward to working along side us in this exciting development stage for your child. Each month we will send home details of monthly plans and we will also display these plans outside for you all to view on our notice board. Please feel free to discuss any area of these plans with staff members. 
In addition a scrapbook will be created each month and located within pre-school. This will contain photographs of activities, information from activities and information and pictures from trips.
**Non- uniform day – Friday 4th September**
This months theme is ‘All About Me’
This month the theme will explore similarities and differences between children, likes and dislikes, favourite colours and self portraits. This theme will also try and focus on forming friendships with peers and settling into Pre-school. We will ask about your family, extended family and friends, grandparents who may also be bringing or collecting to and from Jolly Pirate’s and helping each child settle into pre-school. If you have any questions regarding our plans, themes, songs, activities etc. please ask any staff member. Please talk to your children about their day at school, ask them what they enjoyed, if they had any problems. Discuss with them our theme, songs, colour etc. Each week throughout the month plans are developed around this theme and will also be displayed inside the room and outside on the notice board. Plans may be adapted by ideas received from the children throughout the sessions.
This month’s songs (please encourage your child to sing these with you)
Head and Shoulders

10 Little Fingers

‘Going home song’

Shake it up.
Coat hooks
Located on our notice board outdoors is a list of class names and the symbol they have been allocated. These symbols correspond with your child’s coat peg. Please place your child’s coat and bag on these pegs, each child has two pegs below their symbol to use. We would appreciate if parents could ensure that all items are clearly named and labelled. Spare clothes can be taken home each day in your child’s school bag. However if you wish for a spare change of clothes bag to stay in Jolly Pirates please give it too staff. When sending in Wellington boots for your child, these can be kept in the classroom. It is essential that the boots are clearly named. 
This months colour is ‘Orange’.
If you have a small piece of orange ribbon, tape, string, paper etc that you can find at home please discuss the colour with your child and allow them to bring it into pre-school. Also more natural items such as a flower, seeds, or vegetables or fruit can be sent in. We will use these items on our interest table throughout the month. The water tray will also contain orange water throughout the weeks. Dough will be turned orange and of course we will be eating “oranges” as well as tasting orange foods.
This month’s arts (artwork will be sent home throughout the month).
Photo collage of Jolly Pirates Rules, (which will be discussed and created with the children).

Family portraits

Hand print fish.
Pictures of favourite foods/toys
Likes/Dislikes
Self portraits

This month the loft will be ‘Home’
Ground Level –will be developed as a kitchen and living area

Upper Level-will be developed as a bedroom

All children will be encouraged to bring an item from home to add to our “home”. Your child could also bring in a photograph of their kitchen/ bedtime teddy to put in our loft area.
This months trips.
Trip to Dobbies or Jollies to buy a new fish. A group of children will go on this trip, with the other children taking turns at a small group trip later in the year. Date and details to follow.
McMillan coffee morning – Friday 25th September.
Photographer
A photographer will be visiting Jolly Pirates on later in the month to take our school photographs. This will be on Wednesday 9th September and permission slips will be given in due course.

This months circle time:
Within the classroom we will use “Circle Time” to read stories, poems etc to develop each child’s love of books and language.
Our stories this month will include the following topics:

Starting School

Meeting new friends

Family and friends

Feelings

We will also use “Circle Time” to discuss our

Likes and Dislikes

Favourite Things

Family-How many family members e.g. brother /sister 

Feelings-Excited, worried, happy, scared

In addition during circle time children will have an input to make plans and they will also discuss what they have liked in the room and anything they would like to change. Their input and feedback will help staff shape plans to meet the children’s interests and needs.
This months nature/ interest table.
We will introduce the children to “Our Fish”, we will discuss caring for the fish and we will add a new fish, which the children will name and discuss how the fish settles into Jolly Pirates.
As discussed in the colour section we would appreciate any objects you could send in. In addition your child may bring in a copy of a family photo to place on interest table. This could be a picture with siblings/ grandparents etc. Please note that the children will be lifting and looking at all the photos. Therefore the picture may get some fingerprints on it. So we would appreciate a photo or a copy of a photo in which you wouldn’t mind maybe getting a little messy!

This months birthdays.
Each month we may have a birthday celebration; we will create a birthday chart and sing “Happy Birthday”. Each child’s picture will be added to this chart as their birthday occurs throughout the year. If you wish you may send a cake/or healthy option to celebrate during break. (All Cakes must be nut free).

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Charlotte this month!
Physical activities.
We will be outside everyday –please supply Wellington Boots (staff will inform you when needed) and Coats. If the weather is kind enough the complete session will take place outside. The children will be introduced to a variety of games and outdoor equipment. We will also start to develop our outside nature garden and growing activities. 

Additional Information
Please ensure all items of uniform are labelled, as stated in our policies uniform items or belongings are not the responsibility of Jolly Pirates staff.

Any sickness please phone into Jolly Pirates on 02892 670988 or email info@jollypiratespreschool.co.uk to notify staff.
Any extended family members or childminders, who may be collecting children, will need photographic I.D. Staff must be informed the morning off collection or ahead of time that there will be someone other than parents collecting your child. 
Jolly Pirate’s staff are here to discuss any aspect of pre-school with you at anytime, either speak to one of us directly, phone or email and we will get back you after the session ends. We look forward to a wonderful year.

Jolly Pirates team:

Sarah, Jennifer and Aine.
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