                                Moonbeams Pre-school.

                                           Newsletter.

                                 January/February 2014
                          Hall contact number 01249 652363    
                            Pre-school mobile 07960518110

      Monday to Friday 9.15am – 2.45pm with Lunch Club 11.45 – 12.15
                         Wednesday 9.15 am – 11.45am

Happy New Year to all our families!

Lots of exciting things to look forward to and enjoy this term…..including some new equipment! (Hope you saw the Gazette piece showing the new balance bikes – check out the Year Book in the foyer or the facebook page if you missed it!). 

Snow or extreme bad weather may mean our pre-school will have to close. We will only do this if it is deemed unsafe to be at the premises. If this decision is made we will announce a closure as soon as possible on the website, facebook page, on local radio or at the gates of the pre-school. As a general rule however, if the primary schools are shut due to bad weather then the pre-school will also be closed.
A message from Justine. ...Wow! what a wonderful Nativity performance and party fun was enjoyed during our Christmas celebrations last term – so many smiling and happy faces all day long, a brilliant end to the term.
More exciting fund raising news – the Christmas fund raising activities raised a wonderful £85, whilst the recycling clothes bank raised £55. Don’t forget if you’ve sorted through your wardrobes over the Christmas holidays you can deposit unwanted clothing in the bank in the car park, all profits to go to Moonbeams.
Our next meeting will be Wednesday 15th January 7.30pm at the hall. 
With best wishes, 

Justine – Chair.
This term’s rota is now available in the foyer, please sign up at your convenience and enjoy a pre-school session with your child. Younger children are always welcome although they remain your responsibility during the session time. Please refer to the Welcome Pack for further information.
A lot of our play at Moonbeams is aimed at helping the children become confident and skilled at social skills such as turn taking, sharing and playing well with others. These skills are required for things such as small group games, role play and small world play such as trains, dolls and construction like duplo. For some children these skills need supporting initially with role modeling by the adult to suggest ways of sharing and taking turns. For example if a child is reluctant to share cars, the adult could suggest the child selects one car for someone else to use and then help the two to play together and enjoy the expanded game. By remaining calm and keeping the situation under control the adult can prevent the children becoming distressed and therefore loosing the ability to learn acceptable social behaviour.
Similarly snack times are not only a time for replenishing hunger and thirst, but also for getting along with peers and developing conversation and listening skills. These again can be supported by the adult by suggesting/introducing topics to chat about, allowing each child to have a say (if they wish to) and encouraging listening time as each child talks. 

Keyworker Week. A lot of our parents took the opportunity last term to have a look through your child’s Learning Journal. We hope you found them insightful and interesting. You are very welcome to look at them whenever you wish and also to chat to your child’s keyworker – don’t forget to sign the Parents Sheet at the front of the folders!
Story Bags. Many children have already enjoyed these “homework” bags, based on a wide variety of themes. We often plan and design these to suit the learning development of each child with books and games to develop specific skills. We will always include information sheets to explain the aims and skills targeted. If you would like a bag based on something specific, which could include bed time, toilet training or a favourite topic enjoyed by you child please let us know and we will be glad to rise to the challenge!

We will be completing the Headcount Forms again this term for those children in receipt of the National Education Grant (15 hours for children the term after their third birthday). If you wish to change your child’s allocation please speak to Alison or any staff member.

If you have been lucky enough to find a new phone in your stocking please remember to give us your new telephone number so we can keep all our emergency contact numbers up to date. Similarly if any family members -  

grand parents, friends or anyone listed as an emergency contact with pre-school have changed their details, please update us with new numbers, thank-you!

Dates for your Diary. 
Pocket Money Quiz! Something the children should be able to remember and enter at pre-school. A winner drawn every term.
Primary School Applications need to be at the council by midday January 15th 2014. You can do this online. Don’t forget!

Staff and Committee Meeting on Wednesday 15th January, 7.30pm at the hall. Any members who cannot attend please pass your apologies onto Caroline. See you there!!
Hiring of the Community Hall. This can be done by contacting Karl or Justine on 01249 460704 
Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook and also our new and improved website www.moonbeamspreschool.co.uk.

Term Dates: 
NB Term dates at Christmas 2013 and July 2014 have been adjusted to comply with the grant funding blocks.  
Term Three begins on: Monday 6th January to Friday 14th February.
                           Holiday: Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February.
Term Four begins on: Monday 24th February to Friday 4th April.
                Easter Holiday: Monday 7th April to Monday 21st April.
Term Five begins on: Tuesday 22nd April to Friday 23rd May.
                          Holiday: Monday 26th May to Friday 30th May.
Term Six begins on: Monday 2nd June to Tuesday 22nd July.
            Summer Holiday: Wednesday 23rd July to Friday 29th August.
Pocket Money Quiz.

A simple quiz for your child to enter, 50p entrance fee, with a winner drawn every term who will win £3.00!

(We do anticipate some adult help with filling in the blanks!) 
Hickory Dickory ……………, the …………. ran up the …………

The clock struck …………….., the mouse ……………. down,

……………….. Dickory Dock!

Name………………………………………………………………………..

                                         Good luck! 
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