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GIVE THEM A GREAT START ‘




Welcome

We have had a great first half term at Pre-school and all the children have settled well and are making the most of all the learning opportunities and resources that are available at the setting.  We hope you have all had a chance to see your child’s learning journal by now but if you haven’t the journals will be out on the red table in the lobby (morning and afternoon) for you to look through. If you wish to take it home to look at it please just let a member of staff know.  We welcome any comments, ‘Wow’ moments or any photos from home to go into your child’s journal – these all contribute to provide a full picture of your child’s development and progress.  

If you have any concerns, however big or small, please speak to your child’s key person, Rebekah (Play Leader) or Louise (Deputy).  We are here to help and it is important we work together to provide the best provision for your child.   

You will be receiving a questionnaire this week about your views on your child’s time at pre-school.  Please be honest in your responses and we greatly appreciate your time in filling them in. 
Staffing
We are currently advertising for a new member of staff to join the team from January 2018. Details about the job can be found on the pre-school website www.portreathpreschool.org.uk .   Unfortunately Emma Bunt will be off work for personal reasons for a while, so part of the new position will be to cover her hours until she returns.   Sarah Clark has joined our bank staff team (with Lisa Brown and Rachel Pritchard) so you may see her at pre-school from time to time to provide cover for sickness and courses.   We will keep you updated of news with regards to filling the staff vacancy.

Planning and Activities 
We are continuing to follow the children’s interests this term but are also adding in topics which are naturally occurring due to the weather, events and the time of year it is.  We have already used pumpkins, fireworks and bears as stimuli for learning opportunities and will also be thinking about ‘The dark’, ‘Feeding the Birds’ and of course ‘Christmas’!  Elvis the Elf will be visiting the pre-school again this Christmas, plus we will be receiving letters from ‘The Fairies in the Wall’.   We will also be encouraging the children to think of others who are less fortunate than themselves this Christmas and will be holding a Christmas box appeal for the local food bank.  We will be giving further information about this in the next couple of weeks. 
Remember if you have any resources that go with any of the topics we are planning please let us know, resources are always appreciated. 
Winter term requirements
Now we are into our winter term, the weather changes very quickly can you please ensure that the children bring a waterproof coat to pre-school and a change of clothes, we still go outside in all weathers!!  Remember please name clothes and bags.   The children are developing their independence by changing their shoes for wellies during the course of the day and according to the weather. To help them do this by themselves it is very helpful if they have shoes they can remove and put on again by themselves.  Many are making great progress with putting on coats by themselves, but it is a tricky skill and takes practice so please encourage it at home too. 
Committee 2017/2018
Thank you to the parents that attended the AGM.  We welcome the new parent committee that helps with the running of the pre-school and help to fundraise for resources for the children.   There is a full list of names in the main room of Pre-school 

Chairperson – Sophie Teague (Sienna’s mum)
Treasurer – Vicky Fidler (Evie’s mum)
Secretary – Stephen Anderson (Alex’s dad)
Introducing ‘Busy bags’ for Home 

This week the children will be introduced to Bob Bear, Boo Bear and Bouncy Bear who are all bears who will be coming home with the children to spend some time with your family. There is a book in each bag with a letter from the Bear with ideas of what you could do with them.  We will also be sending home a Den Building bag (for inside dens at the moment!), and a ‘Song Sack’.  All of these bags have instructions in them and when it is your child’s turn to have them a member of staff will explain what the aim is of the bag and what you can do with it. 

We hope your child and you find them fun to use!
Christmas evening Friday 8th December 
Our Christmas fundraising evening will take place on Friday 8th December at the Pre-school.  6pm – 7pm. This evening is for all the children and their family.  There will be Santa’s Grotto, Christmas hampers to be won, mince pies and mulled wine and the children will be singing Christmas songs at 6.30pm.  Please come along and support the event and help raise funds for the pre-school.  It would be great to see everyone wearing Christmas jumpers.  
In the next week or so there will be a list up in the pre-school for parents to sign up for donations for the hampers.   We have made some lovely hamper in previous years and greatly appreciated the donations of Christmas goodies that parents provide. 
Easy Fundraising
Shop for Christmas and make money for pre-school! Have you started your Christmas shopping yet?  Will you be using the internet? Don’t forget to register with ‘easyfundraising’ to help raise money for pre-school.  It costs nothing to you, is very easy to use and could even save you money with discounts not given anywhere else! All you need to do is register at www.easyfundraising.org.uk/portreathpreschool Then start shopping using the links provided to stores such as Argos, Next, Amazon, John Lewis, Toys R Us, HMV and hundreds of other top name stores. Every time you buy something online (and through the easyfundraising website) with one of these stores ‘easyfundraising’ will give the preschool a donation.  If you do register, you can make extra money for the preschool by using the ‘easysearch’ search engine.  
Dates for your diary:
· Friday 8th December – Family Christmas Evening, 6 – 7pm. More information closer to the time. 
· Friday 15th December – Wear your Christmas Jumper to pre-school day, for a small donation for Save the Children.
· Thursday 21st Dec – Wednesday 3rd January – Christmas Holidays. The pre-school will be closed. 
· Thursday 4th, Friday 5th January 2018 – Training day for staff. The Pre-school will be closed to the children on these days.
· Monday 8th January 2018 – Spring term begins.
· Thursday 29th March – Training day for staff. Pre-school will be closed to the children on this day. 
Thanks for your continuing support from everyone at Portreath Pre-School. 
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