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“Stay Fire SMART!

don’t GET BURNED.”

	“One test of the correctness of educational procedure is the happiness of the child.” 

                                        Maria Montessori


	Important Dates to Remember
· Picture Day-Oct 8th 
· Fall Break- No School–Oct. 9th -13th
· Elementary/Kindergarten Field Trip-

October 24th 9am Superstition Farms

· Halloween Parties- October 31st   
     during class 
In Class Field Trips for October
Peoria Fire Dept. October 23rd 9:30am
Toddler Happenings
This month we are studying pumpkins, fire safety, parts of the body, lacing, how to carry a rug, pushing in our chairs, and dinosaurs.

.
Halloween Party Helpers

Elementary

Lorrie Demian-helper
Missy Fuller-helper
Ms. Michelle’s Class Preschool/Kindergarten

Renee Osborne-Chairperson
Shannon Hunter-helper

Sonya Mody-helper

Ms. Marjorie’s Class Preschool/Kindergarten
Marina Dewit-Chairperson

Heather & Chris McArthur-helpers

Andrea Helm-helper
Each chairperson will be contacting the helpers to organize the party.

	
	Preschool/Kindergarten Happenings

In October, the preschool and kindergarten will be studying fire safety, dinosaurs, bones, pumpkins, classification of animals, minerals, North America, parts of the body and Christopher Columbus.

Elementary Happenings

This month we will be studying pumpkins, paragraph writing, story writing, Australia, history of numbers, Christopher Columbus, and the study of light. The children will also be reading Hoot as a class. The older children will also read Stone Fox.
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Sophia Abbate 10-30

Haven Bolin 10-18

Jordan Chopra 10-8
Zane Hunter 10-31
Ethan Musgrove 10-23

   Madison Nuzzo 10-23
Brooklyn Osborne 10-22
Vishhrudh Surendran 10-25
Aarul Sutrave 10-26
Sydney Waschler 10-9-10

Please send in your child’s picture for each year of his/her life either on his/her birthday or on the school day closest to the birthday and we will have a special birthday ceremony at school. Each preschool child will receive a birthday crown. Elementary children will be creating a birthday book.
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All children of kindergarten age (5-6) should visit the eye doctor for a complete eye exam. When the children begin doing more advanced work eye problems may become apparent.
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School Pictures are coming soon! October 8th will be picture day. Uniforms are Not required.
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On Friday, October 31st we will enjoy our Halloween celebrations. Have your children wear their costumes to school but bring an extra pair of clothes they can change into after our party. We will have a parade around our complex during the morning party. Parade will begin around 9am. Because children younger than six have trouble distinguishing between fantasy and reality, we ask that the children not wear scary costumes as we have had children in the past get scared and experience nightmares.
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Overdose of Halloween Candy

The best way to treat an overdose of Halloween candy: If kids have stomachaches from overindulgence, hand them a carbonated drink such as ginger ale, suggest pediatricians. The bubbles will bring on burping-which for children anyway, spells relief better than antacids do.

Why Young Children Get Scared

For some children, Halloween is not just festivities and treats, but filled with fears and anxieties. Adults often underestimate how scary the world can be for the typical child. These fears are rooted in a child’s growing awareness of the world around him and his own separateness from his parents. Fears can take many forms, from thunder and lightening to witches, monsters, and clowns. It may be the neighborhood dog or a fireworks show that scares a young child. With a child’s increasing autonomy, comes insecurity, particularly as the child becomes more conscious of his own size and place in the world. Experts agree that a fear is most likely to go away on its own if you do not make a big deal about it. Perhaps you could avoid putting children in positions where they may encounter some of their fears. As maturity develops, these fears will wane. If you see that your child’s fear is growing more intense over time and interfering with regular activities, consult your pediatrician.


Box Tops for Education
You may turn in all the General Mills box tops you have collected to date. Please continue to save your General Mills Box Tops throughout the school year. The school can earn $ for each returned box top. Also visit www.boxtopsforeducation.com where you can shop directly with Oriental Trading, Eddie Bauer, Nordstrom, Staples, Discovery Store, and many, many others. Each store gives a percentage of your purchase directly to the school through Box tops for education.
Family Fun for October



www.azstatefair.com 

October 10th -Nov 2nd Fair Closed Mondays and Tuesdays.

Unlimited Ride Wristband Days $35 Sundays only
$2 Ride & Game Wednesdays
Pumpkin Days & Fall Maze

Tolmachoff Farms
5726 N. 75th Ave. Glendale, AZ, 85303
PHONE: 623-386-1301
October 1, 2014 - November 9, 2014
ON THE WEB: www.tolmachoff-farms.com
PRICES: $9 for ages 2 and up; $2 train rides (train weekends only)
Planes of development

Dr. Montessori defined 4 stages of development and labeled them as the 4 planes of development, noting that within these stages, the development is intense at the beginning, consolidates and then tapers to the next.  The 1st and 3rd planes are periods of intense creation, while the 2nd and 4th planes are the calm periods of consolidation.  Key to all the planes of development is the individual’s need for independence.  This is expressed differently throughout the planes.

Each plane is approximately 6 years and has its own special characteristics as follows:

First Plane – Age 0 - 6 – Early Childhood (Individual Creation of the Person)
· Characterized by the “Absorbent Mind” in which the child’s mind is like a sponge, absorbing all that is in the environment.

· At age 0-3 this is unconscious

· Ate age 3-6 this is conscious

· Characterized by “Sensitive Periods” which include the intense need for:

· Order

· Language

· Refinement of the senses

· Movement

· Characterized by concrete thinking

· Construction of the physical person

· Fundamental formation of the character

· Physical independence – “I can do it myself!”

· The child wants to be free to work independently within a structured environment doing real activities with an intelligent purpose.

 Second Plane – Age 6 – 12 – Childhood (Construction of the Intelligence)
· Characterized by reasoning with imagination and logic.

· Intense thirst for knowledge which is so great that if allowed, the child will seek exposure to many things that have been left to high school and college in the past.

· “Cosmic Education” – the child wants to know about the whole and his/her place within it and can appreciate the interconnectedness of all things and people. 

· The “bridge” to abstraction – or the transition from concrete to abstract thinking

· Interested in learning about the universe – what is outside of the prepared environment?
· Intellectual independence – “I can “think it” myself”.

 Third Plane – Ages 12 – 18 Adolescence (Construction of Social Self)
· Characterized by self concern and self assessment.

· Critical thinking and re-evaluation.

· Transition period both physically and mentally.

· Beginning to try to find place in this world.

· Characterized by construction of social and moral values.

· “Erd Kinder” or “Children of the Land” – Dr. Montessori envisioned the child practicing for life in society by working together in a sort of hostel.

· Cultural development which has been ongoing is solidified in this plane.

· Emotional Independence – “I can stand on my own”.

Fourth Plane – Ages 18 – 24 and Beyond – Adulthood (Construction of Self Understanding)
· Characterized by construction of the spiritual.

· Conscious discernment of right and wrong.

· Seeking to know one’s own place within the world.

· Financial Independence – “I can get it myself”.

The Breakfast Club

Your mother always told you that breakfast was the most important meal

of the day. Well, she was right. Children do better in school when they have a good breakfast. Getting children ready, yourself ready...it’s a lot to do in the

morning. However, the first meal of the day does not have

to be a hassle. It can be quick, fun, and eaten on the run if necessary.

Here are a few tips for you and your family to break the fast:
· A peanut butter and banana sandwich and glass of milk is a favorite of young ones. It gives them

· calcium, protein, and one serving of fruit.

· Top cold or hot cereal with fresh or canned fruit.

· Serve 100% fruit or vegetable juice.

· A cereal bar and milk make a great, quick, on the run breakfast when you don’t have time for a sit-down meal.

· Yogurt in a “to-go” tube is a good way to get a quick dose of calcium.

· Bagels with fruit spread or low-fat cream cheese are great on the go.

· Make egg sandwiches the night before, wrap tightly in plastic wrap and microwave to warm slightly in the morning for a quick breakfast.
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Black Mountain Science Academy
21505 N. 78th Ave Suite 120

Peoria, AZ  85382

www.bmsapreschool.com

