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Welcome

We would like to welcome Chloe Stoddart and her family. Chloe is joining us at preschool this November.








Reporting Absence


If your child is to be absent for any reason; sickness, holiday, an appointment (yourself or your child), visiting family etc. can you please ring or let us know beforehand.  This request is in line with best practice safeguarding guidelines and Ofsted recommendations. 








Coats


A reminder that the children go outside every day.  Please bring a NAMED coat for your child as the weather is now colder.














Parents As Partners – The Home Learning Environment


There is a wonderful little booklet available on the internet from � HYPERLINK "http://www.4children" �www.4children� for £2.99 entitled ‘what to expect, when?’  It tells you what to expect in relation to your child’s learning through the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) age bands and how to support their learning and development at home. If you would like a preview please ask your key person when you come in to see them or catch a staff member in the morning and they will happily show you.  

















Lunch Club


Due to high demand lunch club is only available on Tuesdays, Wednesday and Fridays.


We must stress that lunch boxes must not contain nuts or any products containing nuts. Also remember to cut cherry tomatoes and grapes in half. Thank you.





Children’s bags


Please do not leave anything in bags that children should NOT have, e.g creams, medication etc. The bags are accessible for all children and some children have the same bags. You may think your child knows what the item is for but other children may not and take it orally.





Term Dates


We break up for end of term after our party on Friday 18th December and Preschool re-opens on Tuesday 5th January 2016.


We are also closed on Friday 4th December.





Preschool opens at 9.15 and closes at 12.15 (if not staying for lunch).  Can you please arrive and collect promptly as a lonely child sitting on the carpet is not a happy child wondering where their parent is.  Similarly coming into the preschool when it has already started can be unsettling.








Show & Tell - Shapes


During this half term we will be looking at shapes for our show and tell.  We would like to invite all children to bring in an item from home showing the shape of the week.  If you could label this we would appreciate it very much. 


w/c  2nd November – circle          16th November  – triangle          30th November  – diamond          14th December - star


        9th November – square        23rd November   – rectangle        7th December  – heart


        	       


        





Informed


Please remember to keep us updated if you change your mobile number or address.  Also if your child develops an allergy.








Reminders


Can you please provide a spare change of clothes in a named bag for your child and if appropriate a change of nappy with wipes, bag etc.  Can you also please write your child’s name in their coat to avoid confusion when going outside to play.





Sickness


����������If your child has experienced sickness or diarrhoea they may not return to Pre-school until they have been symptom free for 48 hrs under Ofsted guidelines.


If your child has a temperature or is unwell enough to require “Calpol” please do not bring them into preschool.








Diary Dates


Thursday 5th November – Imagination Photography are visiting at 10.30am and staying for our afternoon session also.  If this is not your day and you wish your child to be photographed or you wish other family members (siblings etc) to be included, please arrive at the preschool at around 11.45am.





w/c 16th and 23rd November – we are holding our termly parents meet with their key person to discuss children’s development, next steps for learning, the home learning environment and  look at their child’s learning journey.   Please speak to your key person to make a mutually convenient appointment time for after a session during these weeks.





Monday 30th November – Our Committee Annual General Meeting is being held at 8.00pm in the small hall – access through our outside area.  We actively need new committee members to make the preschool work and the AGM is a good time to come along and see if this is for you; all are welcome.  If you unsure about how much a commitment this is, please speak to our Chair – Paula or a staff committee member – Jane, Julie or Kay.  





Blackmore Church Visit – date to be confirmed. Parent helpers will be needed for this trip – all welcome, please speak to Kay.





Blackmore School KS1 Xmas Play – date tbc 





Wednesday 2nd December – Weald Park Trip – separate letter to follow (preschool open as usual all day for those not attending)





Wednesday 9th December – Concert & Coffee Morning – all welcome – Parents, Grandparents, Aunts/ Uncles, friends etc. Coffee & cake will be available in the Youth Building from 10.00am and our concert will be at 11.15am in the hall.  This is a fundraising event. All children are invited to attend and wear fancy dress (Christmas outfits) – separate letter to follow.  (There is no lunch club on this day).





Friday 18th December – This is the last day of term and our Christmas Party – all children are invited.  We have a musical entertainer, hot food, Father Christmas with gifts, crown making, biscuit decorating and traditional games.  A separate letter will be sent our nearer the time.  (There is no lunch club on this day).





Other Festivals We will be looking at  Diwali – November 11th – the Hindu festival of lights, traditionally celebrated with fireworks and sweets.  We will be making and painting clay tea light holders .  We will also be looking at Hanukkah – December 7th – the Jewish festival of light when the oil for the menorah miraculously lasted eight days instead of one.  Traditionally celebrated with foods cooked in oil ie. potato latkas and doughnuts which will be reflected in our snack.





If anyone has a particular celebration that is important to their family please let us know.








Fees


Following our recent committee meeting it was unfortunately agreed that the fees for a session will be increased to £15.00 and lunch club to £2.50 when booked in advance and £3.00 on the day.  These increases will be effective from January 2016.





Nearly New Sale


Our nearly new sale is being held on Saturday 21st November at 10.00am in Blackmore Village Hall.  If you would like to sell your children’s old clothes, books, toys, DVD’s etc. please speak to Vicky Cooper (parent), a member of staff or email blackmorenearlynew@gmail.com.  All are welcome to come along, have a cup of tea and browse through the items on sale.  The proceeds raised buy the equipment for your child at preschool – so come along and give us your support.











