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Notes relating to the development of a Research Proposal

The research proposal is an expansion of the short Project Outline submitted with your application for admission. It is an outline of your research topic and a detailed statement of the resources and clearances required in order to ensure the successful completion of your candidature. The proposal will form the working basis for your research for the period of your candidature, and can only be changed with the approval of the DVC. The proposal should describe the objectives and subject matter of your intended research. It should supply enough information for an independent evaluation of the merits of the proposal and the funding implications for the Faculty in which you are enrolled. The purposes of the research proposal are to help you to structure and refine your ideas and to ensure that your chosen research project is feasible within the stated time and funding limits of a doctoral or masters program. In assessing your proposed program the DVC is interested in such issues as whether the University can provide the resources needed to support it, whether the scope of the thesis is appropriate for a higher degree, and whether the project is well thought out (particularly with respect to methodology). One of the roles of the DVC is to anticipate difficulties which might interfere with the research. Your proposal will help the DVC identify possible problems. Proposals should be written in such terms as to be comprehensible and informative to both experts in your field of research and academics in other fields of research.

The following notes will assist you in providing the appropriate information in each section of the form.
1. Field of Research (FoR) and Field of Education (FoE) Codes
This information is required for statistical purposes. You must nominate one of the Field of Research Codes AND one of the Field of Education Codes, listed by the ABS. These codes are indicated on your letter of offer and a link to the list of codes is also available from the CDU Research and Innovation Office website at:
http://www.cdu.edu.au/research/ori/forms-codes.
2. Thesis Title

You will need to give your thesis a working title. The title should indicate the contents of the thesis, and be no more than about 200 characters, or 10 words, in length.

CONTENT
The research proposal should include a full literature review of a length appropriate to the discipline and research topic and provide sufficient detail to allow for the evaluation of perceived contribution to the existing body of knowledge, planned methodology, feasibility and resource implications.
The length of the research proposal will vary according to discipline, however, as a general guide, for most discipline areas and research topics the detailed research proposal will not exceed 7,000 to 10,000 words in length for a PhD and Research Professional Doctorate and 5,000 to 7,000 words in length for a Masters by Research. Further guidance on the Research Proposal may be sought from the relevant Faculty
3. Description of the issues to be addressed

Define and briefly discuss the research objectives that will be examined in the thesis. Where appropriate you should identify the research topic to be investigated, and the theoretical and/or methodological perspectives that will be applied.

4. Description of the importance of these issues

Place the project within its disciplinary context by describing the importance of the issues being examined. You should clearly state the relationship of the proposed project to previous work of a similar nature. For doctoral theses, you should also explain how the proposed study contributes original and significant knowledge. 

5. Description of the research methods

Describe the way in which the research objectives are to be achieved. The precise presentation will vary between Faculties and Schools, but all proposals should describe the source/s of information, the procedures for establishing the reliability and relevancy of that information, and the structure of the research itself. You should not only outline the form your investigation and analysis will take, but also identify the resources that will be required.

6. Outline of the timing for various stages of research

As far as possible define a series of stages within the project and provide an indication of the expected time of completion for each stage. This information should demonstrate the capacity of the project to be completed within the normal period of candidature. Annual Progress Reports will review your progress in the light of this original plan.

7. Statement of ethical and/or legal clearances obtained or required

There are a range of bodies regulating experimental research and the access to some geographic regions. You should be aware that obtaining any form of permit or clearance for your work is ultimately your responsibility as principal researcher. 
Because the success of some research projects depends on satisfying the requirements of those bodies, it is important that your proposal identifies what clearances are required and outlines the progress of your applications to the appropriate bodies, including ethics committees.  In order to undertake research involving animal experimentation, a clearance must be obtained from the CDU Animal Ethics Committee. Research involving the participation of humans, or access to identifiable personal information, requires clearance from the CDU Human Research Ethics Committee. Some projects may require, in addition, clearance from the Darwin Region Institutional Biosafety Committee.  There may also be a need to obtain clearances from external organisations, including:

· Ethics Committees in other institutions; 

· Permission to undertake research on government lands (e.g. National Parks, Conservation areas, water catchment zones, military land, etc.); 

· Permits for research activities specifically covered by legislation (e.g. Heritage Conservation Act, Wildlife and Flora Preservation Act); 

· Research access to Aboriginal lands will need to be approved by the relevant Land Council (in the Northern Territory either the NLC or CLC). 

· Research visas for projects being conducted overseas. 
You should seek the advice of your Supervisors to ensure that all relevant clearances have been identified. Affected research activity must not commence until the necessary clearances have been obtained.
8. Identification of issues of intellectual ownership

If there are restrictions on the free circulation of your research results you should describe the nature and extent of such restrictions. This applies to ethical restrictions (e.g. privileged information, medical details, information restricted by legislation) as well as restrictions stemming from contractual obligations to a funding body.

9. Non-English languages

If the subject of research is some aspect of a culture whose native language is not English, outline your capacity to understand the language. If you do not have adequate knowledge of the language, describe the implications for your research of a dependency on English translations. The thesis would normally be written in English. If you have a reason for writing the thesis in another language, provide an explanation here.

10. Outline of the resources required for the project

Normally, all funding and equipment for your research is provided by the Faculty of your registration. In your initial research proposal submitted with your application for admission, you will have described the resources required for the successful completion of your project. This information is required before your acceptance as a candidate, so that the Faculty can give a commitment to support the project. In this proposal, you are required to elaborate on the initial statement, giving as much detail as possible, and listing all changes to the initial statement of required resources. List equipment needs that you will have (e.g. vehicles, computers, audiovisual equipment, laboratory equipment, expendable items such as film, floppy disks, photocopying, chemicals). Check the University Library and archive holdings to identify whether any material not currently held will be required, and in particular to identify your interlibrary loan requirements. If the project involves travel to undertake research you will need to identify the likely destination and mode of transport. Indicate likely needs for conference travel. Where possible describe the timing of these needs. The Faculty with which you are enrolled is responsible for the support for your project, including funding; however, in all academic matters, you are ultimately accountable to the University’s Research and Research Training Committee.

11. Identification of the source of other required funds (if applicable)

Do you require any external funds or facilities to complete the research? If so, have you received commitments from an external body for the provision of these funds/facilities? Provide documentation of this commitment, and indicate the degree to which these funds or access to facilities is guaranteed. Describe an alternative course of action for completing your research if the external source becomes unavailable.

12. Bibliography of key references of the subject

By this stage of your candidature you should have carried out an extensive literature review. Attach a comprehensive bibliography to the research proposal, including any references cited in the body of the research proposal. You should use the method of citation you intend to use in your thesis. You should refer to the Presentation of Thesis Procedures for guidance on bibliographic citation. You will be able to familiarise yourself with your chosen method of citation by referring to the style manuals held in the University Library.
	Please Note:

Your RESEARCH PROPOSAL is part of your Confirmation of Candidature process. 
For PhD Candidates - It must be submitted within 6 months of commencement for a full time student (12 months for part time students).

For Masters Candidates – It must be submitted within 4 months of commencement for a full time student (8 months for part time students).

Your ORAL DEFENCE will be organised by your Faculty and should take place within 2-4 weeks of submitting this Research Proposal.
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