Informative Speech: Person I Admire

Outline

Purpose Statement: The purpose of this speech is to inform the audience about Jamie, a high school friend I admire highlighting the importance of re-evaluating life goals.
INTRODUCTION

I. “I feel sorry for the person who can't get genuinely excited about his work. Not only will he never be satisfied, but he will never achieve anything worthwhile.”
A. This quote is by Walter Chrysler
B. Applies to my high school friend Jamie
II. I have known Jamie since 1992 (18 years)
A. Have always been impressed by her drive and determination
B. She set a goal to become a lawyer. She achieved it, then discovered it wasn’t quite what she imagined.
C. Decided to make an important change in her career instead of staying with a job that doesn’t make her happy.

Transition: Coincidentally, I met her at a time that she wasn’t completely happy.  No high school student is happy about transferring to a new school during their Junior Year.

BODY

I. High school experiences

A. Jamie joined “The Tree People” as a transfer student Junior Year


1. Weekly gatherings at various friends’ houses


2. Football games followed by Hudson’s Grill


3. Bowling Alley



4. Singing TV theme songs



5. Falling asleep in the back of Kelly’s car on Bouquet Canyon


B. Member of the Ubiquity Staff




1. Journalism vs. ASB


2. Secret spy: Red Robin
II. Remained friends throughout college years.

A. Attended multiple Universities in order to achieve ultimate goal of law degree


1. Michigan State University

2. University of Nebraska, Kearney


2. UC Hastings

B. Got together during holiday breaks




1. Car accident at 30th and L


2. Dawson’s Creek



2. Las Vegas trip

C. Decided to take a year off



1. Dealing with some personal, family issues
2. Decided to see every movie nominated for an Academy Award; joined her for many
III. Moving into the workforce

A. Law firm paid for Law School and Bar Exam in exchange for years of service.


1. Major studying and Passed Bar Exam
2. Entry level responsibilities: research, extensive hours each day, virtually no free time.

B. Decided this was not the career path she wanted to take.


1. Difficult decision to make


2. Many years of schooling and cost to get to this point.


3. Prestigious title of “lawyer”


C. Began job search related to field of law



1. Interest in working at the University level



2. Obtained a job advising pre-law students at UC San Diego.

3. Enjoys her job, works more reasonable hours, has a healthy social life, and time for hobbies.

CONCLUSION

I. I admire Jamie because she worked tirelessly to achieve a major goal. I greatly admire Jamie because she wasn’t afraid to face the reality that the goal she set for herself was no longer what she wanted from life and she set out for a new career path.
II. I challenge each of you to work hard to achieve whatever it is you want to accomplish in life.  Don’t be afraid to reach for the stars, but once you get there, if you discover you’re not happy, don’t lock yourself in.  Revise your plans and set new goals for yourself so that you, too, can live a happy and fulfilling life.

