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English IA
Ms. Miller wants an idea of where English IA students are in their writing skills; therefore, over the first two weeks of the semester, students will produce three paragraphs (description, illustration, and definition) and revise one of these to a polished, final stage. Of course, Ms. Miller will respond to questions as appropriate, but this exercise is meant to show what students can do independently. Students should read the handouts, ask questions as necessary, and show their skills.

Some general guidelines:

· Paragraphs must be typed in MLA format (double spaced, MLA heading—student name, teacher name, class, date, 12pt Times New Roman, one-inch margins, pagination [in header], and centered title.

· Well-developed paragraphs are approximately seven-to-twelve sentences in length (Ms. Miller will not count sentences when grading unless the writing seems lacking in content, depth, details, or something else—the eleven-sentence paragraph model is not required, but students may refer to it as necessary)
· No second person allowed. In general, these paragraphs should be in third person. Students writing on personal topics may use first person as appropriate.

· Avoid contractions, symbols, and abbreviations in formal writing.

· Any school-appropriate topic is acceptable

· Description paragraph draft due August 24, 2009.

· Illustration paragraph draft due August 26, 2009.

· Definition paragraph draft due August 28, 2009.

· Description/Illustration/Definition (student choice) revision due September 4, 2009.

· One paragraph is not much—narrow topics to allow adequate exploration.
Descriptive writing provides the reader with a clear mental picture of the described item(s). The writer’s use of words and details should plainly paint the reader’s mental picture. A descriptive paragraph’s topic sentence identifies the item(s) to be discussed and offers a dominant impression of it. The supporting information shares sensory details (the five senses) and utilizes specific nouns, verbs, and modifiers.

Illustration writing uses examples to make points clear. To share ideas, illustration may use narration, description, exposition, and persuasion in its supporting examples and specifics. The topic sentence of an illustration paragraph presents the subject matter and a view point regarding it. Often given in emphatic (strongest last) or chronological order, adequate details and specific examples provide the support in an illustration paragraph.
Definition writing explains the writer’s personal understanding of a complex word or phrase. The definition paragraph’s topic sentence presents the term and the main characteristic of it. The supporting details show the term means what the writer says, include description and examples, and may mention what the word or phrase is not. A definition paragraph or essay should not sound like a dictionary entry, state the obvious, or use a term to define itself.
Descriptive writing often uses transitions that signal spatial order. Some transitions that signal spatial order follow: nearby, near to, beside, over, far from, next to, under, around, through, in front of, behind, surrounding, alongside, away from, on top of, around, toward, at.
Illustration writing uses many kinds of transitions: transitions that signal addition, transitions that signal illustration, transitions that signal emphatic order, and transitions that signal chronological order. Some transitions that signal addition are also, and, and then, in addition, too, furthermore, further, moreover, equally important, another, first, second, third. A few transitions that signal illustration include for example, for instance, an illustration of this, and to illustrate. Several transitions that signal emphatic order follow: more important, most important, most of all, best of all, of greatest importance, least of all, even better, the best/worst case example/instance/time. Finally, transitions that signal chronological order are first, second, third, next, then, after, before, in the meantime, finally, at the same time, during, meanwhile, at first, when, as soon as.
Definition writing needs transitions also; however, no list specific to this particular type of writing is appropriate.

Some ideas for this assignment and the information above came from Barbara Fine Clouse’s Progressions (third edition).

Below appear first-draft sample paragraphs written by Ms. Miller. Credit for some ideas goes to Carolyn McCown and Clouse’s Progressions.
Description:

Movie-Lover’s Heaven


Although the pocketbook takes a substantial hit, a night at the Warren Theaters delights. The marquee, neon lights, and movie posters welcome me frequently. Regrettably, a lengthy walk from the parking lot, a long wait in the ticket line, and high-priced concessions may wait as well. Despite best intentions, the smell of popcorn entices me the moment I enter the lobby. After purchasing tickets at nine dollars each, lame attempts to bypass refreshments fail. The popcorn, large with extra butter, calls to me. My willpower wanes, and I succumb quickly, picking up lots of napkins to wipe my greasy fingers and lightening my wallet by six dollars and fifty cents. I barely step away from the counter before digging into the tub, messing my clean hands, and tantalizing my taste buds. When I hand my ticket to the taker, I often hear “down this hall and past the second lobby.” Viewers of independent and foreign films frequently find themselves relegated to the far reaches of the complex. The previews offer the possibilities of future visits followed by the current mini-movie announcing Lucas’s THX sound which may shake seats and echo through ears. Usually, half the popcorn disappears before the movie begins. Whether the movie impresses or bombs, my finances take a hit. Hopefully, my intellect, sense of humor, and small-talk reservoir grow. As I leave, I stand in line for a popcorn refill, smile, and know it will not be long until I return.
Illustration:

With My Head in the Clouds


As someone six-feet-nine-inches tall, I authoritatively proclaim that the world is not set up for tall people. For example, everything placed high for humans of average height is too low for me. Not long ago, I visited my parents’ home for dinner. As I stood up from the table to enter the kitchen, I slammed my head into the chandelier, causing the lights to sway wildly and my head to throb annoyingly. Each time I enter a room, I must duck to avoid hitting my head on the door frame. Beds are also not made with the very tall in mind. I do not fit in a standard-size bed, so I sleep diagonally across a double bed to keep my feet from dangling off the end. Cars pose even bigger problems. I must recline my seat and push it back to keep my head from scraping the ceiling. This uncomfortable and dangerous position encourages me to drive with the sunroof open regardless of the weather in order to keep the seat in a painless and safe position. Of course, the problem of entering the car remains. I smash my head if I forget to fold myself over like an envelope. Many people think that height has its advantages, but on most days, I remain blind to them. From my perspective, the world’s arrangements favor those of average height.

Definition:

A Devourer of Literature

A reclusive creature of literature, a bookworm depends upon words for food and libraries for shelter. The bookworm stakes out the corner of the library much like an animal who marks his territory. Woe to any visitor who accidentally tries to sit at the bookworm’s table. The bookworm’s table becomes his home-away-from-home. Here a bookworm lays out voluminous anthologies and reference books for sustenance. This connoisseur savors each word, re-reading, underlining, and swirling ideas and thoughts. Snarls of disgust and roars of rage greet anyone who threatens the bookworm’s mealtime. The bibliophile escapes the mundane activities of the world. For him, life begins and ends in the library where he conquers the unconquerable, solves the unsolvable, and unites the divisive. Books provide the adventure that eludes him in real life. Although a dying breed, the bookworm still exists stepping silently into an author’s world and staying to visit for a while.
Revision:

Upon return, students should review their three paragraphs. Students should consider the six traits (ideas and content, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions) and identify the trait which causes the most difficulty or concern in general. Which trait does the student need to improve most? Each student must review carefully the selected trait’s definition (refer to six-trait handout) and write a one-to-three sentence statement regarding how the trait might be improved in future writings.
Each student should identify three grammatical or writing concerns that occur repeatedly in his writing. Using the Internet, grammar/writing resources provide by Ms. Miller on work days (Sept. 1 and 2), or some other reference, each student should find and read section(s) related to the identified errors. For each error, students should write a one-to-three sentence statement regarding how the review of the grammar/writing information clarified the mistake and might assist in avoiding the error in the future. 
Each student must select one of the three paragraphs (description, illustration, or definition) to rewrite. The rewrite must be a revision not just an edit. (An edit might correct the stuff Ms. Miller noted and a few other items. A revision would correct the stuff Ms. Miller noted and a few other items but also might rearrange flawed organization, completely change a weak conclusion, and improve transitions throughout the paragraph). The rewrite must highlight the changes from the original. (For a tough revision, this might include much of the paragraph but will also include minor changes—highlight a semicolon which appeared as a comma in the original essay as well as a present tense verb which appears as past tense in the original). The revision, its original, and the other two paragraphs must be turned in on the due date.
Grading:
Most writing in this class will be graded on a specific rubric; however, this is the first writing assignment of the semester. Each of the three original paragraphs will be worth 25 points, and the grades will be holistic. The six traits and items specific to the type of writing (description should have sensory details, illustration needs specific examples, and so on) will be considered most important. The revision assignment will be worth 50 points total, 25 for the improved paragraph and 25 for the exploration of one of the six traits and grammatical/writing errors. 
Good luck!
