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Preschool roundup

What a mixed bag of weather, as quick as the snow arrived, it disappeared and we look forward to a late but bright spring. 
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It’s been a busy month celebrating our wonderful mummy’s on Mother’s Day and we look forward to taking part in Down’s syndrome Week.  We have observed St David’s Day, with Welsh cakes made by Mandy, Barney’s mummy, and we look forward to celebrating St Patrick’s Day.
Easter is very close and we have been invited to a short Easter service at St Mary’s. This will be on Wednesday 28th March at 9.30am. Parents are invited to attend; children who are not in session on the day are also invited to attend, accompanied by an adult.
There is an egg decorating competition in the run up to Easter. Each entry is 50p and the eggs can be decorated anyway you like. There are three categories; 2 years and under, age 3 & 4 and age 5. Closing date for entries will be Friday 23rd March and the winners will be announced before the Easter break.
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A big Preschool Welcome...
We are very happy to welcome Sophia, Thomas, Noah and Charlotte to Preschool.
I’d also like to say a Big Welcome to Cori. Some of you may recognise Cori as she did some voluntary work with us early last year. She has now returned to us as a paid member of staff and she is a very welcome addition.

PE kits
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If your child is a school leaver this year can you, please bring in a named PE kit for them after the Easter holidays? We will run PE sessions a couple of times a week which will give the children the opportunity to practice getting dressed and undressed for PE as well as having fun of course. 
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After the Easter break we will be stepping up a gear in preparing the pre-schoolers for school. As part of this we would ask that, where possible, you allow your children to come in to preschool alone and put their bags etc. on their pegs. Part of our job at preschool is to support the children in becoming independent so that when they go to school it isn’t as overwhelming, there is a member of staff on hand to help them so they won’t be left to struggle and when they go up to big school it is one less thing they and you need to worry about. 
Our Committee

Chairperson – Tizzy Pape (Currently on Maternity leave)

Acting Chairperson/Vice – Danika Stevenson

Secretary – Mandy Williams

Treasurer – Debby Beachus-Wells

Parent Liaison – Mel Burns

Marketing – Becky Milne
Fundraising – Angela Newton

Member – Christopher Scotney
Finally…

As many of you will be aware, back in October, I handed in my notice as Manager of the Preschool to step back into my deputy role.  We hoped that after Christmas we would be welcoming a new manager but sadly it wasn’t to be. 
Good things come to those who wait…

…we carried out interviews just before half term and successfully recruited a very experienced manager. 
Samantha Sinclair will start as Manager of the Preschool on Tuesday 17th April.  
I’d like to say a big Thank you to you, the parents for sticking with me/us during, what has been, a very long transition period. Your support each day hasn’t gone unnoticed and it has been truly appreciated. I’d like to thank the amazing Committee that runs the preschool for accepting my notice and going through the recruitment process not once but twice. As a reminder to us all, the committee is completely voluntary and over the last six months the pre-school has taken up a lot of their time.

So, I will still be around but am extremely happy to be handing over the reins to Sam Sinclair after the Easter break.
Term dates
2018
Spring Term Closes: Thursday 29th March
Summer Term Opens: Monday 16th April

May Day: Monday 7th May

Half Term: 28th May –1st June

Summer Term Closes: Tuesday 17th July

Professional Days: Wednesday 18th July, Thursday 19th July, Friday 20th July,
Autumn term opens: Monday 3rd September

Half term: 22nd-26th October

Autumn term closes: Thursday 20th December
2019

Spring Term Opens: Monday 7th January
