OUTLINE FOR INFORMATIVE SPEECH I
Article I. Celia Cruz

Purpose: To inform the audience about Celia Cruz beginning of star rum, her struggles as a Hispanic and women and her numerous achievements and awards.
I. Introduction

Transition First, I will discuss the beginning of Celia Cruz time
II. 

Body
1. Who was Celia Cruz?
a) Celia Cruz was born on October 21, 1924. Well actually her actual age is still questioned because she always refused to reveal her actual year of her birth. I have always been taught that you should never ask the age of and older women it wouldn’t be proper. 
b) As a young child Celia stood out because of her singing ability and presences. In a household of 14 children she would sing lullabies to the youngest and the neighbor would be drawn to see her singing. Celia participated in a singing contest called “La hora del talento” meaning time for talent, she won in first place and many others with her mother’s approval she began to participate in other contests in various parts of Cuba.

c) Celia Cruz father wanted her to pursue a career as a teacher since that was the typical profession for Cuban women at the time. She tried to accomplish her father dream and enrolled in a national teachers college but eventually dropped to later on study at Havanan’s Conservatory of music from 1947 to 1950.    
Transition: Next, the beginning Celia’s breakthrough as a singer
2. Celia as a Hispanic and women had to face many obstacles in the United States
a) In 1950 she became the lead singer for a big band called “La Senora Matancera” and with the help of the band leader name Rogelio Martinez she was able to show an American record executive that a rumba record with a female vocalist could sell, and it’ definitely did in Cuba and the United States leaving Celia and her band an opportunity to tour through Central and North America.
b) In 1959 at the time of the Communist takeover they were schedule a tour to Mexico and instead of returning back to Cuba after their tour they went to the United States and stayed their. 
c) And in 1961 Celia became U.S citizen, not only was the communist leader Fidel Castro furious but he didn’t even let her inside the country after her parent’s death to be at their funeral.

d) During  the 1960s Celia was not hitting so well in the United States it was not because she didn’t spoke English but she refused to record in that language. 

e) In 1962 Celia married the lead trumpeter Pedro Knight. And in 1965 Celia and her husband left the band and she pursues a solo career and her husband eventually became her manager.

f) And in 1966 Cruz’s luck change when she combined her amazing voice with musicians who were creating the new music called salsa. Some of those musicians like Tito Puente, Johnny Pacheco and Willie Colon still are know to be the greatest of all time salsero.
g) Her reputation expanded both within the Hispanic community in the 1970s after being signed with the new salsa label Fania and recorded over 50 albums and 20 of them became gold performed worldwide.
Transition: Celia is known for her extravagant costumes as well as her musical skill that include the art of improvisation.
3. Her Amazing personality in the stage, humbleness, appearance was always shine by Celia
a) Celia had a performance trademark that anyone who knew about her knows what it is (Does anyone knows?)

b) Azucar! Meaning sugar you may find this odd but it’s really was one of her trademarks. She explained its 1970 origin in a 2000 Billboard interview “ I was having dinner at a restaurant in Miami, and when the waiter offered me coffee, he asked me if I took it with sugar! And that evening during my show… I told the audience the story and they laughed. And one day, instead of telling the story, I simply walked down the stairs and shouted Azucar!”
c) In 1973 Celia sang a role in Hommy- A Latin Opera, by Larry Harlow, in Carnegie Hall 
d) Celia and her ability to bring vocal techniques to a primarily instrument was compared to U.S. Jazz vocalist Sarah Vaughan. 

e) She continued touring and recording throughout 1980s and beyond making history as Hispanic women.

f) And became an inspiration for numerous younger performer such ad Gloria Estefan in the 1990s; believe it or not her audience hardly aged along with her! ( Can’t you tell look at her in the pictures amazing)
g) Her talent has always embraced people of all generation and tastes She says “We’ve never had to attract these kids”, “They come by themselves” Rock is a strong influence on them, but they still want to know about their roots” I totally agree with her statement many Hispanic when they come to the United States tend to assimilate and forget about their roots. But Celia defiantly didn’t let that happen.
Transition Finally her numerous awards   
4. For most Hispanics Americans, Celia Cruz has been and will remain a loved figure, an icon of Latin Culture 
a) In 1986 the National Ethic Coalition of Organization gave her the Ellis Island Medal of Honor. 
b) In 1987 she received a star on the Walk of fame in Hollywood
c) In 1989 won Grammy Award for Best Tropical Latin Album 

d) Received a ceremony at the White House in Washington D.C where she got awarded a medal by President Bill Clinton from the National Endowment of the Arts in 1994.

e) She received a Grammy award for the album Ritmo en el Corazon recorded with conga player Ray Barretto, in 1990 as well as an honorary doctorate from Yale University.

f) Sold-out performance at Madison Square Garden in New York.

g) A variety of specialized publication named her the best female vocalist in the United States on number of years
Transition In conclusion, Celia Cruz has been called “one of the world’s great singers” by the New York Time.





Conclusion
1. I have discussed to you guys about Celia Cruz amazing life, achievements and awards. Hopefully you can leave with some knowledge of these legendary women.
2. I forgot to mention Celia died on a Wednesday afternoon July 17th 2003 believed at the age of 78 from a brain tumor.
3. In a 2002 interview, Cruz told reporters: "My life is singing. I don't plan on retiring. I plan to die on a stage. I can have a headache but when it's time to sing and I step on that stage there is no more headache." 
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