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Whimple Pre-School Newsletter

January 2015

Wishing you all a very happy year ahead.    We would like to welcome our new children and their families to preschool.   Molly, Sophia, Lucie and Jake have just started and have settled in very well.  The other children have been very friendly and welcoming to them.      It’s been a lovely start to the new term, all the children seem to have come back revitalised after their break.    
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Our topic for this half term is space and already the children have enjoyed imaginative play in a space rocket and have done some moon paintings.    We will be making rockets, control panels, astronaut breathing apparatus, aliens etc and would be very grateful for any clean suitable junk to use including plastic squash/fizzy drink bottles.  Also, if children have any books or toys on space that they would like to show or share, they are very welcome to bring them in.
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Police and fire station visit - We will be having a visit from our local Ottery police officers at some point this half term date TBC to talk to the children about their job/show them the police car etc as we have many children who would really enjoy this.   They have visited us in the past and have been great.   We are also planning a trip to Exeter fire station this term.  Again date TBC.   The children should find this very exciting!  
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Gym Session - On Wednesday mornings we will be going into the hall for 20 minutes to use the school gym small apparatus after the reception class have used it.    Please could you send your child in clothes suitable for movement.   
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Quiz and Curry – Saturday 31st January.  This is preschool’s biggest fundraiser.   Remember that without the committee and fundraising, preschool would cease to exist.  Please help out if you can on the night.  Thank you very much to those people already involved or who have volunteered to help.   There is a list on the board for people to sign up.   Or buy tickets and get a team together – it’s a great fun night!  

Parent Helpers – if parents/carers/grandparents would like to come in and help out with a session, that would be great.   An extra pair of hands is always welcome and it can be very rewarding for you and your child to be involved.  There will be a calendar on the board – please put your name on a date if you would like to help.  Please let us know if you have a particular skill or interest that would be good to share with the children.     We recommend that you don’t help out for your child’s first term at preschool to allow them to settle in.    (Our policy states that parent helpers don’t assist children in the toilets and that mobile phones have to be put in our cupboard for child safeguarding reasons.)  

‘Wow Slips’ – if your child has done anything that you would like us to know about and include in their learning journey, please tell us by writing it down on a slip and give to your child’s keyworker.      If you ever want to talk to us about any issue regarding your child please let us know as we can make a time for you to come in if its tricky at the end of a session.
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Chatter Board – we welcome children to bring in photos to share with staff and their friends by putting them up onto our chatter board.    They can be of family members, special times, pets, anything that they want to share and talk about.   The board is looking a bit bare, so please bring some in if you can.    The children really enjoy looking at them.   The children can change them too if they want to.
Adhoc hours – remember, you are able to book your child in for extra adhoc hours where we have space, these will be invoiced to you monthly if it is over your 15 free hours entitlement.  
World Book Day, Thursday 5th March  - children are invited to dress up as their     favourite book character throughout the week.  More details nearer the time.
Term dates for 2015  (Same as Whimple School)
SPRING TERM 2015

6th January to 27th March 2015






Half Term – 16th to 20th February

SUMMER TERM 2015

13th April to 21st July 2015





May Day holiday 4th May









Half Term – 25th to 29th May
