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New starters

We would all like to firstly welcome all the new starters and their families to pre-school and are really pleased with how well they have all settled in. Their key person and the rest of the staff are getting to know them and their interests and have lots of exciting activities planned. These will be on the door each week for you to see. However if there is anything your child is interested on a weekend please feel free to tell us or write in their folders. Also we would also like to let you know, and remind current parents, that you are very welcome to email photos and things that your child has enjoyed out of preschool. We know many of you have smart phones and tablets and often photos don’t get printed as regularly. Our email address is wheatcroftpreschool@hotmail.com. This has worked very well over previous terms and the children enjoy sharing these experiences with us all. 
Extra Hours

From September we have started to open for another afternoon – Mondays 1-4pm. The full days are very popular and we hope they give those families who are accessing them additional choice for their child’s funded place. Should anyone wish to add any hours or lunches to their sessions we do still have spaces some sessions so please speak to myself. 

Lunches 

I know many parents have asked for suggestions on the kind of foods to put into lunch boxes and myself and other staff have given lots of ideas. Each day we encourage children to choose their lunch themselves and it is lovely watching them look round to see what others have either to be interested or help them make their own choice. Generally we encourage children to eat their sandwiches/ crackers/ wrap/ salad bits/ toast or pasta first. Followed by a piece of fruit then yoghurts etc. As they become more aware we discuss healthy foods and treat foods and help prepare them for school lunch time. Should your child have something new in their lunch box please put a note in or let a member of staff know as it’s always difficult to encourage children to eat something they are not familiar with. We are in the process of taking photos of different lunchbox ideas for a display. We do have a lunch time booklet which is on the notice board near the coats for you to look at.
Preschool Set up
We have kept our indoor and outdoor environments the same as last year for the start of the new term as the returning children seemed to be really happy accessing the areas last term. Keeping everything consistently in the same place helps children’s independence and confidence. Key Persons add enhancements to these areas to further develop children’s knowledge and development. Please remember that photos of areas and activities are regularly added on our facebook site and we aim to keep the website updated when possible. 

Correct Clothing
As the Summer ends and Autumn approaches please can we remind all parents and carers to send their child with the correct clothing, including coats and footwear, for this time of year. We are outdoors most of the morning and the weather can change very quickly. If you would prefer to leave a pair of wellies at preschool this is fine but please ensure, as with all clothing and uniform, that they have your child’s name on. If you would prefer your child to wear wellies and would like to send some indoor shoes this would help protect our rugs and carpets etc from mud. It is often quite cool inside now also as the door is open the majority of the session so an extra layer sent in a bag is also a good idea. Please can you also send spare clothes as we are currently low on spares. 
Parents Evening 

We are holding this half terms parents evening on Thursday 13th October 4.00-6.00pm. There will be a notice up shortly with times etc if you wish to book a lot to see your key person. We recognise that not all parents will be able to make it and if this is the case and you would still  like to speak to your key person and there may be an opportunity to organise another time. 
Committee AGM
It’s that time of year again where we hold our Annual General Meeting. Most of you are aware that we are run by a committee of parents and families. For preschool to remain open and run on a daily basis we need a committee and therefore parents support is vital to future of the group. Some of our current committee members are due to stand down as their children have moved to school so we will be looking for more support for the coming year. Our AGM will be towards the end of October/Beginning of November and more details will follow. 
Core Stories and rhymes 
The success of our core stories over the last 18 months has been amazing and thanks to all those parents who have read the books at home and asked their children questions about what they have been doing at preschool.  For those of you have recently joined us the core stories and rhymes is an approach we discovered a couple of years ago and consists of a collection of 10 books and rhymes which we read/sing daily. Each term we revisit each book once for a whole week. Each staff member takes it in turns to plan activities for the children to further explore different parts of the story, using natural materials, puppets, resources etc. Over the last 18 months we have developed lots of resources for each story and each year we tweak the books. For example one of our favourites is “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt” we have developed our own bear hunt course outside, a set of sensory bags and bottles, bear masks and a talking book amongst others. As each staff member reads it they add their own twist on the story and the children become confident at reading the books independently with their friends and joining in with repeated phrases within the story. Last year several of our parents noticed their children reading these books at home and some borrowed a selection of them from the library or purchased them. We will continue this however have changed a few of the books to reflect our experiences with each book. A copy of the books and a list of all the rhymes are included with this newsletter and are on the website. 
Don’t forget you are always welcome to -

· let your child bring in their favourite snack to share with their friends (in original packaging)

· speak to your child’s key person about your children’s interests or concerns 
· borrow an activity bag to share at home (these will be on display from this week)
· take your child’s folder home and contribute to it
Dates for your Diary  
Wednesday 5th October

1.15-2.45 Family Fun Session £2.50 per family. Anyone welcome

Thursday 13th October 

4.00-6.00 Parents Evening 

Friday 21st October 2016

Break up for half term 

Monday 31st October


Return to preschool

Wednesday 2nd November

1.15-2.45 Family Fun Session £2.50 per family. Anyone welcome
Wednesday 30th November 

Evening at Preschool Decorating Hall for Christmas

Wednesday 7th December 

1.15-2.45 Family Fun Session £2.50 per family. Anyone welcome
TBC




Christmas Nativity Singalong and Fundraiser

Friday 16th December 

Break up for Christmas Holidays

2017

Tuesday 4th January 


Return to Preschool

Friday 17th February


Break up for half term

Monday 27th February 

Return to Preschool

TBC




Easter Eggstravaganza and Fundraiser

Friday 7th April 


Break up for Easter

Tuesday 25th April


Return to Preschool

Monday 1st May


Closed for Bank Holiday 

Friday 26th May 


Break up for half term

Monday 5th June


Return to Preschool

TBC




Leavers Singalong

Friday 21st July


Break up for Summer Holidays

	Week Commencing
	Core Book
	Core Rhyme

	19th September 2016
	If you see a Kitten
	Baa baa black sheep

	26th September 2016
	There was an old lady who swallowed a fly
	Row row row your boat

	3rd October 2016
	3 Little Pigs
	Wind the bobbin up

	10th October 2016
	Shark in the Park
	5 little men in a flying saucer

	17th October 2016
	Hungry Catterpillar
	Put your finger on your nose

	

	31st October 2016
	Room on the Broom
	Twinkle twinkle little star

	7th November 2016
	Arrggghhh Spider
	Heads shoulders knees and toes

	14th November 2016
	Owl Babies
	2 little dicky birds

	21st November 2016
	We’re Going on a Bear Hunt
	5 fat peas 

	29th November 2016
	Goldilocks and the 3 Bears
	Miss Polly had a dolly

	5th – 16th December 
	Core Christmas Stories and Rhymes 


	Put your finger on your nose on your nose x2 

Put your finger on your nose

And see how long it grows

Put your finger on your nose on your nose

Put your finger on your cheek on your cheekx2

Put your finger on your cheek

Leave it there for a week

Put your finger on your cheek on your cheek

Put your finger on your ear on your ear x2

Put your finger on your ear 

Leave it there for a year 

Put your finger on your ear on your ear

Put your finger on your head on your head x2

Put your finger on your head

Until its time for bed

Put your finger on your head on your head

Put your finger on your tummy on your tummyx2

Put your finger on your tummy 

Until you see your mummy

Put your finger on your tummy on your tummy

Put your finger on your finger on your fingerx2

Put your finger on your finger on your finger

on your finger 

Put your finger on your finger on your finger
	Wind the bobbin up , Wind the bobbin up (wind hands round each other)
pull pull clap clap clap (pull apart x2, clap x3)

Point to the ceiling point to the floor (as rhyme says for rest of the song)

point to the window point to the door

clap your hand together 1 2 3

put your hands upon your knees

	
	5 little men in a flying saucer flew around the world one day (fingers in a circular movement)

they looked left and right but they didn’t like the sight so 1 man flew away … whoooosh

(look left and right, put 1 finger down)

4 (as above)

3    “

2    “

1 little man in a flying saucer flew around the world one day (fingers in a circular movement)

He looked up and down and he saw our town and he said “well I think ill stay” (look up and down, smile and nod!)

	
	Row row row your boat gently down the stream

merrily merrily merrily merrily life is but a dream

rock rock rock your boat gently up the stream

if you see a crocodile don’t forget to scream

	
	5 fat peas in a pea pod pressed (fist)

1 grew 2 grew and so did all the rest (fingers up 1by1)

They grew and grew and did not stop until one day the pod went POP (Loud clap at the end)

	Baa baa black sheep have you any wool

yes sir, yes sir, three bags full

One for the master, one for the dame and one for the little boy who lives down the lane

Thank you said the master

thank you said the dame and 

thank you said the little boy who lives down the lane
	Twinkle twinkle little star (flash fingers)

how I wonder what you are

up above the world so high (point up)

like a diamond in the sky  (make a diamond with fingers)

twinkle twinkle little star how I wonder what you are (flash fingers)

	Miss Polly had a dolly (rock baby) who was sick sick sick. So she phoned for the DR to come quick quick quick. The DR came with his bag (hold bag) and his hat (pat head)

and he knocked on the door with a rat a tat tat (knock)

He looked at the Dolly and he shook his head
and he said Miss Polly put her straight to bed (point finger).He wrote on a paper for a pill pill pill. Ill be back in the morning yes I will will will (nod)
	Head shoulder knees and toes, knees and toes

Head shoulder knees and toes, knees and toes

And eyes and ears and mouth and nose

Head shoulder knees and toes, knees and toes (do actions as you say the words)

	
	2 little dicky birds sitting on the wall (2 fingers)

1 called peter, 1 called paul

fly away peter, fly away paul (fly each finger away)

come back peter, come back paul (bring back)
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