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Mr. Karel Blaha (Czech Republic), Chairman of the Working Group on Pollutant Release and Transfer 
Registers, introduced the text of the draft protocol. He referred to the legal basis in the Convention 
provided by article 5, paragraph 9, and article 10, paragraph 2 (e) and (i), and briefly described the various 
steps along the way to developing the draft protocol. These included the initial recommendation of the 
Signatories at their first meeting to establish a task force on PRTR (Chisinau, April 1999); the 
establishment by the Committee on Environmental Policy of the first Working Group on PRTR to start 
preparing a legally binding instrument for adoption in Kiev, building upon the work of the task force 
(Geneva, September 2000); and the decision by the Parties at their first meeting (Lucca, 2003) to establish 
a second Working Group on PRTR to take over and finish the work started by the first Working Group, 
which had led to the successful conclusion of negotiations by the end of January 2003. The negotiating 
process had been enriched by the active involvement of representatives of environmental citizens' 
organisations and industry.  
 
Mr. Blaha then proceeded to summarize the main features of the draft protocol. Each Party would be 
required to establish a publicly accessible and user-friendly PRTR based on mandatory reporting on an 
annual basis. Owners or operators of major activities representing potentially significant sources of 
pollution, including thermal power stations, refineries, mining and metallurgical industries, chemical 
plants, waste and waste -water management plants, and paper and timber industries among others, would 
be required to report. Releases and transfers of 86 pollutants, covering greenhouse gases, acid rain 
pollutants, ozone-depleting substances, and certain heavy metals and carcinogens would need to be 
reported. The protocol would establish minimum requirements and would not prevent any Party wishing 
to establish a more far-reaching PRTR (e.g. covering more activities or pollutants or providing greater 
accessibility to the public). Parties would be required to work towards convergence in PRTR systems. The 
protocol would be open to non-Parties to the Convention and non-ECE States and would have its own 
governing body and compliance mechanism. Mr. Blaha also presented the text of the draft resolution of 
the Signatories to the protocol. The text had been completed at an informal meeting the previous day to 
which all delegations participating in the negotiations had been invited. The draft resolution recommended 
inter alia the establishment of a Working Group on PRTR to undertake necessary activities pending the 
entry into force of the protocol and to prepare for the first session of its Meeting of the Parties. 
 


