Social Studies Cheat Sheet for writing effective Introductory and Conclusion Paragraphs
Thesis Statements:

This is the one sentence that contains the main idea or TOPIC of your research essay. 
(Its cousin is the topic sentence that does the same job for a paragraph.)

It needs to give just a hint of what your paper will be about—don’t give away too much of your ideas yet to come.

Here are a couple of ideas to help you write your thesis statement—choose one!_____
**Power/ Number Statement:
 *Use a number to help you focus your topic
     **Some number words you may want use:

[image: image3.png]



Examples: 
*The article gives many reasons why consumers should cut back on soda consumption.
*Middle school students should learn a number of strategies for reading textbooks.

[image: image1]**FANBOYS Statement:

*Use a compound sentence to help you write your sentence 
Examples:

*Wilma Rudolph wore leg braces as a child, yet she overcame her disability, challenged herself, and won three gold medals in the 1960 Olympics.

*The men who attended the Constitutional Convention did not want any branch of government to be too powerful, so they created the system of “checks and balances”. 

**However Statements:

*Use however or any of these other conjunction adverbs in the middle instead of the fanboys friends!
*Use a semicolon in front of any of these words, and a comma after it


Examples:

*The new rules for the school cafeteria seemed unfair to the students; however, the rules have made the cafeteria a better place to eat lunch.

*Most Americans want to eliminate crime; still, it will take a great deal of time, money and effort to reach this goal. 

On the back of this sheet are some ideas to write your introductory paragraph and your conclusion, too >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Hooking your reader in your INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH!

There are a few ways to lead up to your THESIS STATEMENT, and grab your reader’s interest in 2-4 sentences:
1. ASK A QUESTION
Have you ever wondered what it was like to be perfect?  Some people believed genetics to be the way to create perfection.  [1-2 more sentences then lead up to the thesis]
2. TELL A STORY (can be fictional) that brings us into the topic
The little black puppy lifted her head and sniffed the man’s hand.  She wondered what the long thin metal stick was hanging by his head, and what the funny smoky smell was coming from it.  “She’ll do”, the soldier said to the farmer.  Her new life was beginning.  [insert thesis]

3. USE SENSORY DETAILS that makes us time travel back to the time period of your topic
Broken bodies lay everywhere.  Blood flowed down the beach, making red floating puddles in the water, and fat green flies buzzed. The smell of death was overpowering.   The date was [1-2 more sentences that lead up the thesis]
*********************************************************************************************************

Conclusion Paragraphs (in 3-4 sentences)
*Beginning with a conclusion key word (see box below) paraphrase your thesis statement, using some of the key words from your thesis statement (You should NOT simply copy your thesis word for word!)

*In the second sentence in this paragraph, give a reaction statement about it.  

*In the last sentence is a statement about the future.   (This final statement may be a "call to action" in a persuasive essay; sometimes it is called the “clincher”)
Conclusion key words:
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Example:


Obviously, Wilma Rudolph was an amazing athlete who went the distance in her career.  It is surprising to think that she might have never even walked without support.

For aspiring athletes today or in the future, her story is very motivational.


Clearly, the “checks and balances” the writers of the constitution put in place have tried to limit the three branches of government.  It is amazing to think those rules have been used for over 200 years!  It seems that these laws will continue into America’s future for a while, so no one branch becomes as powerful as those monarchs of yesteryear..

	some					many					several	


	a few					a couple				various


	three					a number of				numerous	





	therefore		as a result		consequently		meanwhile


	nevertheless		instead		otherwise		likewise


	in fact			still			furthermore		next





for   and   nor   but   or   yet   so





In fact,		Obviously,		Clearly, 		Certainly, 		All in all, 


In conclusion, 	    Truly, 		Definitely, 		Surely, 	          To sum up,








