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September 6, 2011
Dear Disney II Pre-School Families, 

Welcome to the start of a new school year at Disney II Magnet School!  
I am delighted to be part of the Disney II team and look forward to working with you and your child. I will strive to make this learning process enjoyable, and developmentally and academically appropriate using creative and effective strategies. It is not only important for me that my students understand a new concept, but that they enjoy learning new concepts. Learning should be an exciting and fun experience.  It is my mission to instill a passion for learning that will last a lifetime. 

I believe that every child possesses great talent and carries potential to be the best individual they can be to themselves, their families and to their community. Basic foundations of academia must be reinforced and periodically practiced. After all, learning is a process.

My ultimate goal for your Preschooler is not only to meet the expectations of Preschool for All and Disney II Standards but to equip them with skills to be productive members of our community. We will begin the school year by exploring about it means to be a good classmate and friend. 

This is my second year at Disney II and third with CPS. I taught first grade at Brentano, and I completed my graduate studies in Early Childhood Education at DePaul University. Simultaneously I developed and implemented educational programs and activities at the Chicago Children’s Museum. My experiences will help make learning fun and engaging for your child. 

To help your child succeed, we need your support and involvement. Please read the Classroom Notes (I know it is a lot of information but it is all important!) and complete the attached questionnaire. Please submit questionnaires via Homework folder (student’s homework will be to make sure you’ve done your homework!) by Thursday, September 8, 2011. 

In the Communication folder, you will find an Information Packet with the Disney II Handbook, Lunch Application, Emergency Form and Medical/Allergy Application. Please complete these and return to school by Thursday, September 8, 2011 via Communication folder. Although your child will not be receiving lunch, you must complete this form. Our school funding greatly depends on this. 
Thank you and I look forward to a wonderful school year with your child! 
Sincerely, 

Ms. Linda Wang

ROOM 102 CLASSROOM PROCEDURES
Attendance & Tardiness

Attendance is important! Your child won’t learn unless they are at school. Please make appropriate arrangements so that your child is at school and on time. If your child arrives 15 minutes after start time,  notify Mr. C upon entering. He will change your child’s status from Absent to Tardy. If your child is absent, please send a note in their Communication Folder the next day excusing their absence.  
Homework & Communication Folders
Each child will have 2 take-home folders that will be sent home and must be returned to school daily. Please check both folders on a daily basis and remove all information prior to sending them back. Students will receive folders on the 1st day.

RED folder: Homework Folder to hold new and completed homework. 
BLUE folder:  Communication Folder to hold communications to and from school/teacher, newsletters, school notices, permission slips, etc.  
Extra Set of Clothes
All Preschool children need an extra set of clothes (top, bottom, underpants, and socks) to keep at school in case of “emergencies”. (Sometimes the Sensory Table or Art Area can get messy!) Make sure that each clothing item is labeled with your child’s name and that all clothes are in a plastic bag with their names written on it. Once these clothes are utilized, please bring in a clean set the following day so that there is always something available in case of an emergency!

Also please label all outerwear – many jackets, boots, hats and sweaters go “unclaimed” because children often forget that it belongs to them!

Birthdays & Celebrations Food Policy 

A variety of celebrations are planned throughout the school year.  These celebrations are focused on classroom and school-wide themes. Due to allergies, food will be not served at any of our classroom or school wide celebrations. Additionally, we will not serve edible birthday treats for students. Instead we encourage other ways to celebrate your child’s birthday. Some suggestions include coming in for a special read-aloud, donating a book to the classroom in your child’s name, treats such as pencils, stickers, etc.  

Field Trips
There will be several field trips planned throughout the school year. On a Field Trip day, AM and PM classes will merge into one day. The cost of one field trip will vary between $8-$11/child depending on the venue. More information will be shared come field trip time. 
Room 102 Specialty Class Schedule  
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Friday

	Music AM 
 Mr. Barnhart

Art PM 
Ms. Haddad
	Music PM 
Mr. Barnhart


	Art AM 
Ms. Haddad


PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

There are many ways to be involved in your child’s education. I encourage all to be active parents.  After all, learning does not stop when they leave the classroom! 
Homework Time – Students will complete 5-10 minutes of assigned homework every night, found in their Homework Folder. Most assignments will require your participation to complete. Homework distribution will start later on in the quarter. I will notify you of its commencement. As for now, take time to read with your child daily. 
Reading – Reading with your child is essential in Preschool. Whether it be them reading to you (looking at pictures and making up their own stories is acceptable!) or you reading to them, every child benefits from this intimate time with their parents. I highly recommend you set aside 15-20 minutes every night to share a book (or two!) together. 

Volunteering – There are many ways to volunteer in your child’s classroom, whether it be reading or leading an activity in the classroom, chaperoning a field trip or being a Mystery Reader. Your Room Parent, who serves as a liaison between the classroom teacher/school and parents, will contact you with details on how to get involved. 
Preschool Team – I’m pleased to introduce Mrs. Liz Murphy, the Preschool for All Assistant. She is a great new addition and we will work hard and together to give your child a positive and fun experience. 

Others on the Preschool Team: Mr. Nick Manesis (Tuition-Based Preschool Teacher), Mr. Joe Harnden (TB Assistant) and Ms. Kim Preston (TB Assistant).

COMMUNICATIONS

E-Mail – Both the school and I will utilize email as a means of communication. Disney II is in the process of “going green”. Thus pertinent class/school information will be sent to you via email. Please register your email with the main office if you have not done so already. I also understand that for some, using email is daunting and uncomfortable, or you may not have an email address at all. If this is the case, please let me know so that we can find other means of communication. 

Preschool Newsletter – Weekly newsletters will be sent home every Thursday to inform parents of upcoming events and classroom news for the following week. Since Disney II is on a campaign to “go-green”, the first newsletter will be sent home via Communications folder. All newsletters thereafter will be sent via email. Newsletters can also be found on the class website. 
Pre-School for All (PFA) 2010-2011 Calendar

During the 1st semester of the school year, PM classes are canceled every Friday (effective 9/9/11). During the 2nd semester, AM classes are canceled every Friday. There are a few exceptions where both programs (AM and PM) are canceled. Please refer to the attached PFA calendar and weekly newsletters for reminders. 

Website – www.disneyiimagnet.org . Please visit our website for classroom links, school calendar, pictures, and other important information.

Contact Ms. Wang (lwang1@cps.edu) – I am always happy to discuss with you about your child’s progress and concerns. Please feel free to contact me if you have questions, comments or would like to set up an appointment. You may also leave me a note via Communication folder. Instructional time is very limited, therefore I ask that meetings take place either before or after school. 

My Child is Amazing!
Please take a few minutes to complete this questionnaire to help me know your child better.  
	Child’s Name

The name that you would like your child to be called and to learn how to write.
	

	Parent Names


	

	Primary Language spoken at home


	

	Sibling’s Name & Age
Additionally:

If siblings are at Disney II, list teacher.

If siblings are outside of Disney II, 
list grade and school name.
	

	How often do you and your child read together?

What is their favorite book?
	

	Does your child participate in any extracurricular activities?

Please list all.

	

	What are some of your child’s favorite activities/games?

	

	What is your favorite thing to do with your child?


	

	What is your child’s favorite thing to do with you?


	

	Your goal(s) for your Preschooler.


	

	What else would you like to tell me about your child?

	


_______________________________________________  

_________________________
Parent Signature


  



 Date

