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Welcome and Introductory Statement by UNICEF Representative  

Ms. Rachel Odede 

At the Parliamentary Luncheon on Sanitation 

Windhoek, 23 October 2018 

 

Director of Ceremonies 

Ministers and Members of Parliament Present here today 

The Secretariat and Staff of the National Assembly  

My colleagues from UNICEF 

Members of the media 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

I am excited and honoured to be part of this important event that brings together 

legislators to address a subject that is very dear to my heart: Sanitation. On behalf of 

UNICEF Namibia, I welcome you all here today to deliberate on how each of us, 

individually and collectively, can contribute to ensure that Sanitation is placed on the 

highest agenda, nationally, regionally, at community level and more so at the household 

level.  

 

Allow me to begin by extending my special congratulations to the Government of Namibia 

and you Hon Members of Parliament, for working towards ensuring that Sanitation is one 

of the primary focus on the National Agenda. This is indeed a sign of a political will.   

 

Hon members of Parliament:  the issues affecting children around the world and in 

Namibia are many and our resources are limited.  In trying to focus on the biggest 

problems and using our comparative advantage, you will hear from the presenters on 

how UNICEF has used evidence gathered in the country to prioritize and make sure that 

the new GRN-UNICEF Country Programme for 2019-2023, focusses on the most 

vulnerable and the hard to reach communities.   

 

You will be pleased to note that sanitation is one of the key areas of focus, not only in the 

cooperation agreement with UNICEF, but it is also highlighted in the United Nations 

Partnership Framework (UNPAF) 2.0, which is also aligned with the National Development 

Plan 5 and the Harambee Prosperity Plan.  
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You will also have an opportunity to see how your deliberations and budget voting in 

parliament over the years has benefitted health, education and social welfare – at the 

same time how best to address the gaps if Namibia is to meet the Sustainable 

Development Goals.  

 

The second presentation will zoom in on one of the daunting problems still facing Namibia 

today – Sanitation which is link to the SDG number 6.  

 

We know that in the SADC region, access to basic sanitation services rank lower than 

drinking water services in all countries. According to the recent (September 2018) UNICEF 

document put together for SADC on key development issues, only 46% of the population 

(110 million people) have access to basic sanitation services, 14% (52 million) though 

using improved sanitation facilities shared among households and 20% (104 million) use 

sanitation facilities which are not improved.  

 

The document further indicate that Namibia is ranked the sixth out of the 15 assessed 

countries in SADC, with only 34% of the population having access to toilets.  

 

According to the assessment, this situation, Honourable members of parliament, has 

resulted in over 56 million people) in the 15 member states practicing open defecation. 

 

Although we see countries with the highest populations such as Madagascar (11 million), 

Mozambique (10 million), DRC (9 million), Angola 8 million and Tanzania (6 million) doing 

very bad, Namibia with a small populations is reported to have a high proportion of the 

population practicing open defecation. Meaning 1 million out of 2 million Namibians use 

the bush as a toilet.   

 

We also see how as a result of poor sanitation, we have had episodes of diseases such as 

cholera in the past years and the outbreak of Hepatitis E, which according to recent 

reports from the Ministry of Health and Social Service Situation Report September 2018, 

has so far claimed 31 lives from the reported 3 474 cases, from different regions in 

Namibia  

I am confident that, this situation can be changed, through your continued commitment 

to community engagement – with your constituents at household and community levels. 
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We have a lot of achievements to learn from in Namibia. The success story around HIV 

and AIDS in particular, PMTCT of HIV, where the country has made commendable 

progress, is one of the many successes we cannot only be proud of but also learn from.  

 

Director of Ceremonies:  

 

Parliamentarians have a pivotal role to play in advancing transparency and accountability. 

You cannot demand accountability without having the necessary information. We are 

hopeful that consultations such as this one, will assist in giving you the much needed 

information and evidence so as to enable you to make informed decisions. UNICEF 

remains committed to supporting your engagement with communities, at local, regional 

and national levels. With all your collective efforts and contributions, we can achieve the 

SGD number 6 on Sanitation.   

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 


