[image: image1.png]


                                              

       HOLY ANGELS PRE-SCHOOL
          C/o Our Lady of the Angels Catholic Primary School

                                     Chelston

                                      Torquay

                                      TQ2 6DP

                                                               01803 613095

Angie Baldwin   Manager
Julie Hanlon      Supervisor                                                          Ofsted No:EY425658           

www.holyangelspreschool.org.uk                                                                                                             a.baldwin@holyangelspreschool.org.uk                                                  
                                                                                                                          17th July 2019                                                

Dear Parents, 
                       A final newsletter (apologies for such a long one) as we approach the last couple of days. Where have the last 11 months gone? 
This term we say goodbye to the following children: Amara, Amy, Antoni, Ayla-Rose, Delilah, Dawid, Dominick, Elijah, Finley, Holly, Isaac C, Isaac D, Julita, Keaton, Layla, Lois, Lucas, Mitchell, Olivia and Vivienne, who are all moving onto Reception class and Eden and Jacob who are moving onto a new nursery.        
We wish them all lots of luck in their new setting as they begin the next stage of their learning. Some of the children have been with us for nearly 3 years, we shall miss each and every one of them.
We have very few spaces left for September, if you would like more sessions or know of someone who is looking for an amazing pre-school for their little one, please tell them to get in touch. 

I would like to thank Our Lady of the Angels for another lovely year, we have enjoyed working in partnership with the school and are delighted to have such a lovely relationship with them, we very much look forward to this continuing.

Summary of the last year

It has, as usual, been a very busy year.

· As you are aware, last October we changed our way of working to In The Moment Planning. We were all very unsure if this would suit our Pre-school but it has been an absolute revelation and, we feel, a resounding success. 
Here’s just a few of the wonderful activities the children have been involved with this year, all stemming from, ‘in the moment’: 
Made apple crumble using the apples grown up in Forest school, the children peeled and chopped vegetables to make soup then they made bread to dip in their soup. We have built the most amazing obstacle courses using crates and pipes, made our own playdough station and yes, children can make their very own playdough, we have also had a ‘lotions and potions’ station, there’s nothing better than mixing your own concoctions. 
It has been a delight to watch the children blossom and grow in confidence as they have engaged in the activities they are interested in, whilst supported by experienced staff who extend their learning without the children even realising. 
Who would have thought that a 3 year old child could follow instructions on a laminated sheet and make their own playdough!                                                                                                  
We have watched the children risk assess activities, persevere when faced with a challenge, problem solve and introduce their own narratives into their play. 
· The Pre-school staff have attended a variety of training over the last year. Including:  First Aid, Child Protection, Safeguarding, Special Educational Needs, Learning and Development, Speech and Language Development, Communication, Mathematics, Makaton training, Revised Early Years Foundation Stage, early writing, Senco training and various other management and cluster meetings.
· Mr Willmott, the former head teacher of Queensway Primary School, has continued to be a welcome visitor on a Tuesday morning.  The books he brings in to read to the children are always lovely, they do miss him when he is away.  He is now taking a well-earned rest and we look forward to seeing him in September.

· [image: image2.wmf]The Nativity play in December was, as usual, quite lovely and again brought tears to our eyes.  Well done to all the children who took part and thank you for all the lovely comments we received at the end.
· We had the pleasure of watching our gorgeous little ducklings hatch earlier in the year, such a lovely experience for children and staff. 
· Eight students attended Pre-school during the last year, either for a placement or for their work experience.  All thoroughly enjoyed their experience, they were absolutely exhausted!! and have now left to continue their studies at St Cuthbert Mayne, South Devon College or Coombe Pafford. As usual the children made them very welcome.

Sponsored Bounce
The sponsored bounce has, to date, raised a fantastic £286.00 from ONLY 15 replies out of a possible 58. Please could you pass on our thanks to those who sponsored the children and thank you to those who have returned their forms.  

Leaver’s presentation

This Friday 19th July @ 2.15pm is our leavers presentation, up in the Our Lady of the Angels school hall. Please use the pedestrian entrance at the top of the hill. The doors will be open at 2pm.  

FAMLY programme

Next year we have decided to try and go as paper free as possible, not only will this save us money on paper and printing it will also mean we can safely and securely store all of the information on a cyber cloud. We have signed up to a programme run by FAMLY. It runs almost like a facebook app with parents having their own completely private and secure wall where we can post information for you. Accident forms, permission slips, newsletters etc, will be uploaded by us online and available immediately for parents to read and acknowledge they have seen them. Our registers will also become paper free, children will be signed in online, parents will receive invoices on a weekly or monthly basis and will have access to them at any time without having to come into pre-school. The registers will create the invoices and reminders will automatically be sent out should a parent forget to pay. 

Parents must have an e-mail account to be able to sign up to this. I have e-mail addresses for most parents, on the application forms completed when children started, if your e-mail has changed since then please can you let me know asap. 

I am hoping to start sending the log in details to parents next week so please look out for an e-mail. 

As everything will be transferred online there will be an application form to complete but if at any time you need to edit a phone number or an emergency contact it will be very easy to do. 
This is a very exciting new era for the pre-school. 
There are a couple of things that have come to our notice this year that I’d like to share with you

· If you notice another child is upset for some reason when you come into pre-school, (or school or any other setting) or you see a child being unkind to another child, I would suggest you speak to a member of staff straight away, as they may not have noticed it at that moment. Please do not go home and text the child’s parent as it causes undue worry for that parent when it is highly likely to have been absolutely nothing to worry about. 

· I am incredibly proud of our Pre-school, and the importance we place on a child’s Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED), we are often praised for our inclusivity. We encourage the children in our care to be inclusive, welcoming, tolerant and resilient. The children in our care have only been on this earth for between 24 months and 50 months, no time at all if you think about it. They all develop and learn at different stages and some children need a little extra support to stay within our boundaries. Our role is to teach and model those boundaries to the children who in turn will model those boundaries back to the children who sometimes struggle. 

It’s very sad to hear a child who goes to play with another child being told ‘my mummy / daddy say I shouldn’t play with you’.                                                                                                 We care about the emotional well-being of all the children in our care and some children will really struggle to cope hearing that response.
I completely understand parents have concerns and worries but we are here to help in any way we can, as are the staff in schools or other settings also. If you are concerned please speak to a member of staff. 
I would like to say thank you for all the support you have given us throughout this year.  Working in partnership with parents is a huge part of who we are.  We wouldn’t still be here if it wasn’t for the continued support of our parents and carers. 

Funding

I’m not sure if parents are aware but in 2016, the funding we receive from Torbay council was cut from £4.08 down to £3.82 per hour for each 3 & 4 year old in our care. This cut threatens the sustainability of Early Years settings such as Holy Angels Pre-school. 

Lack of funding is why we have had to increase our own fees to £5 per hour. In the past we held sponsored bounces to enable us to purchase the extra resources such as the duckling eggs and hatchery, this year though we are also having to subsidise our day to day running costs. Many Early Years settings are managing to survive because they are asking parents to top up the funding by charging an extra daily fee on top, some settings are now charging for nappies, snacks, drinks, sun cream etc. We don’t want to have to do that, but unless there is an increase in the funding from central government, I think that is something we will have to consider.  

I recently met with both Kevin Foster MP and our local councillor Andrew Barrand, who came to visit Pre-school after they received a letter from me detailing my concerns. 

I have attached a summary of the letter for your information. 
On that note we have a favour to ask all our parents and grandparents etc. Please could you contact Kevin Foster or Andrew Barrand and voice your own concerns at the lack of funding. We need to fight this together, the Early Years of a child’s life are crucial to the rest of their life.  
As Bill Gates said “The first 5 years have so much to with how the next 80 turn out”
Finally, I would like to say a huge thank you to all of the staff; for the extra hours they put in (often in their own time), their cheeriness, their love for their job, the support they offer each other and for working so well as a team.  But most of all for their fantastic role in ensuring that HOLY ANGELS PRE-SCHOOL is a warm, secure and happy place for children, parents and visitors.

We re-open for the autumn term 2019 on Wednesday 4th September @ 7.45am for those children registered for breakfast club. 
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Sorry but it just wouldn’t be the same if it was a short newsletter!!

We wish you all a lovely restful summer, fingers crossed the sun keeps his hat on.

                        Thank you

                        Angie Baldwin                                  
2

