
Newspaper Book Report  

Name _________________________________    

This book report takes on the format of a newspaper.  Use the following requirements to 

design and lay out your book report on poster board.  You may use the computer for 

printing as well as pictures. 

ARTICLES 

1.        Summary- Write a summary of your book in a well-developed paragraph.  Make sure 

your summary answers who, what, where, when and why.  Also include a headline. 

2.      Main Character- Write a brief article about the main character, including who the 

character is, what he/she did, and any interesting things about the character.  Draw a 

picture of the main character and include a headline. 

FEATURES –  

1.        Advice Column- Pretend the main character writes a letter to the advice columnist 

seeking advice about a problem in the book. Create a headline. 

2.      Book Review- Write a review for your book.  Explain your likes/dislikes.  To whom 

would you recommend this book?  Create a headline for your review. 

3.      Comics- Design a 4 panel comic strip illustrating something funny that happened in 

your book.  Create a title for the comic.    OR       Crossword Puzzle/Word Search- Using 

names, places, etc. from the book create a puzzle.  This website can be used for creating 

puzzleshttp://puzzlemaker.school.discovery.com/. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.robbinsville.k12.nj.us/Page/2756
http://puzzlemaker.school.discovery.com/


Newspaper Book Report Rubric 

Newspaper Book Report  

  
Poor 
0-3 

Fair 

4-7 

Good 

8-10  

Summary  (x 2) Poor 
 

The plot was not clearly stated 

and/or summarized. Summary is too 
brief or may have too many 

unimportant details. After Reading, 

still don't really know what the 
book is about.  

Fair 
 

The plot was briefly stated. 

Sentences were brief and/or not 
always organized. Some unneeded 

information may be included. After 

reading, have a pretty good idea of 
what the book is about.  

Good 
 

Plot was clearly stated and 

summarized. Sentences were well 
developed and presented in an 

organized and interesting manner. 

After reading, I feel like I really 
know what the book is about. 

 

Main Character Article  (x 2) Poor 
 
Picture is messy and not colored in 

or no picture is included. Did not 

share any clear information about 
the main characher(s). Many 

spelling errors.  

Fair 
 
Picture is neat but not colored in. 

Description of character is vague. 

Some spelling errors.  

Good 
 
Picture is neat and colorful. Gives a 

thorough description of the 

character. Very few to no spelling 
errors.  

 

Advice Column  (x 2) Poor 
 
Question is not a real problem for 

the character in the story and is not 

clearly stated. No advice is given, 
or does not solve the problem/ 

answer the question.  

Fair 
 
Question is not a real problem for 

the character in the story. Advice 

given shows little thought and/or 
does not really answer the 

question.  

Good 
 
Question is written tostudents. 

Question is a real problem for the 

character in the story. Advice given 
show good thought and having the 

character's best interest at heart.  

 

Book Review  (x 2) Poor 
 

Is missing 2 out of the 3 elements 

(main character, author, title of 
book). Opinion is not stated and/or 

no supporting evidence included. 

Recommendation may/may not be 
included. Picture is messy or 

missing.  

Fair 
 

Is missing either the name of the 

main character, the title, or the 
author of the book. Opinion is 

stated with not much or no 

supporting evidence. 
Recommendation is included. 

Picture is neat and colorful.  

Good 
 

Includes name of main character, 

title and author of book. Opinion is 
clearly stated with supporting 

evidence. Recommendation is 

included. Picture is neat and 
colorful.  

 

Comic/Puzzle  Poor 
 

A comic strip is included but is 

messy and includes little or no 
captions OR a word puzzle is 

included w/ only a couple of 

words/clues, is messy, and doesn't 
go along with the story. No word 

bank or answer key is included.  

Fair 
 

A comic strip is included. It is 

illustrated and neat, but not 
colorful. It does include captions. 

OR a word puzzle is included w/ at 

least 5 words/clues included having 
to do with the story. A word bank 

or answer key may be included.  

Good 
 

A comic strip is included. It is 

illustrated, colored in, and has 
captions OR a word puzzle is 

included w/ at least 8 words/clues 

included having to do with the 
story. A word bank or answer key is 

included.  

 

Format  Poor 
 

The front does not display a name 

for the newspaper. First page is not 

the summary. Not all 4 pages are 

included inside. Numerous errors in 

spelling, capitalization, punctuation, 
word usage, run-on 

sentences/sentence fragments.  

Fair 
 

The front includes a name for the 

newspaper but is decorative and/or 

relating to the story. The first page 

may not be the summary but all 4 

pages are included inside. A few 
errors occur in spelling, 

capitalization, punctuation, word 

usage, and sentence structure.  

Good 
 

Front includes a name for the 

newspaper relating to the story and 

is decorative. Summary is on first 

page, all 4 other pages included 

inside. Few to no errors in spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation, word 

usage, and sentence structure.  

 

 

Total:    /100 

Comments:  

http://www.rcampus.com/rubricshowc.cfm?code=V538AC&sp=true&

