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Social Issue Essay Outline 

1. Your essay prompt:  

Explain the causes of your social issue, possible solutions to these problems, and finally, what you 
believe your personal and/or a country’s/government's social responsibility to this problem is (egoism 
or altruism?).  

 

2. Review--briefly list what you think belongs in each of the following paragraphs of your essay: 

Introduction: 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Body Paragraph 1:  _______________________________________

BP2:________________________________ BP3: __________________________________ 

Conclusion: 
________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Using your Research Notes, carefully fill in the following (**I suggest highlighting or color-coding 
your notes into which paragraphs you will use the information in):  

Paragraph 1: Introduction for my Narrowed Topic: ________________________________ 

➔ Hook 
◆ Definition: 

_______________________________________________________________ 
◆ I am going to use this as my hook: 

_____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________  

➔ General background information  
◆ Definition: 

_______________________________________________________________ 
◆ I am going to mention these points: 

_____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

 
➔ Thesis Statement 
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◆ Definition: 
_______________________________________________________________ 

◆ My Thesis Statement is: 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

Paragraph 2: Body Paragraph 1  

What is the big topic your paragraph is about? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

➔ Topic Sentence 
◆ Definition: 

__________________________________________________________________ 

◆ My Topic Sentence is: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

➔ Quotes, paraphrases, and summaries with in-text citations fully explaining information to 
your reader.  

◆ Go through your note cards and highlight or mark notes on each card that you’re 
going to use in this paragraph.  

Paragraph 3: Body Paragraph 2  

What is the big topic your paragraph is about? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

➔ My Topic Sentence is: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
➔ Quotes, paraphrases, and summaries with in-text citations fully explaining information to 

your reader.  
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◆ Go through your note cards and highlight or mark notes on each card that you’re 
going to use in this paragraph.  

Paragraph 4: Body Paragraph 3 

What is the big topic your paragraph is about? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

➔ My Topic Sentence is: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

➔ Quotes, paraphrases, and summaries with in-text citations fully explaining information to 
your reader.  

◆ Go through your note cards and highlight or mark notes on each card that you’re 
going to use in this paragraph.  

Paragraph 5: Conclusion  

➔ Repeat the key facts about your event 
◆ List them here: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

➔ Repeat your Thesis statement 
◆ My Thesis Statement is: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

➔ Closing sentence, thought, or quote (look back at your PRE-OUTLINING SHEET) 
◆ My last sentence is going to be: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 


