
Article Analysis Questions 

 

On a separate sheet, respond to all of these questions regarding the article. 

 

• Title of Article 

 

• Source (include all relevant information, name of publication, date, volume/issue 

numbers, page numbers) 

 

• Database (if applicable) and date of access 

 

• Author or authors 

 

• What are the author’s (or authors’) credentials (if any)? 

 

• State in a sentence or two the article’s main idea. 

 

• In which paragraph(s) is/are the main idea stated? 

 

• Identify at least three points (more is better) the author makes to explain or further 

expand the main idea. 

 

• In which paragraphs are these points made? 

 

• What are some other significant ideas presented in addition to the main idea? 

 

• Identify any sources the author cites in the article (could be another person, a publication, 

an organization, etc.) (If there are many sources, identify at least three.) 

 

• Who do you think the author’s intended audience is?  Why? 

 

• If you were going to use this article as a stepping stone to other sources of information on 

this topic, what five elements would you highlight to research further?  (E.g., names of 

experts mentioned in the article, publications cited, organization mentioned, key 

words/phrases to research, other articles by the same author(s), etc.) 

 

• Write an APA (or MLA, if told to) style citation for this article. 

 

• Give an overall impression of this article.  Is it effective, useful, confusing, informative, 

etc.?  Explain why you are characterizing the article as you are.  Point to specific features 

or details to validate your impression.  


