
 

  

WEDDING  

PLANNING 

CHECKLIST 

THE 

P I P K I N P A P E R C O M P A N Y . C O M  

W e ’ l l  s h o w  y o u  h o w  t o  p l a n  y o u r  w e d d i n g  

qu i c k l y  a n d  e a s i l y - - w h e t h e r  i t  b e  a  d e s t i n a t i o n  

w e d d i n g  o r  a n  e l o pe m e n t .   

W e ’ v e  g o t  y o u  c o v e r e d .  

 

 P I P K I N P A P E R C O M P A N Y . C O M  



I 

  

I f  y o u ’ r e  p l a n n i n g  a  w e d d i n g  t h a t ’ s  a t  l e a s t  1  y e a r  a w a y ,  c o n s i d e r  y o u r s e l f  l u c k y !  
M o s t  w e d d i n g  p l a n n i n g  d o e s n ’ t  n e e d  t o  b e  d o n e  u n t i l  y o u ’ r e  a b o u t  1 2  m o n t h s  o u t ,  

 s o  s i t  b a c k ,  r e l a x  a n d  j u s t  t a k e  i t  a l l  i n .  Y o u ’ v e  g o t  n o t h i n ’  b u t  t i m e .  

 

1 2  –  1 6  M o n t h s  B e f o r e   
 

Create your wedding mood board  
 

Research photographers,  f lorists ,  and caterers  
 

Have an engagement party  
 

Tour your top venues and put down a deposit  

B e g i n  m a k i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  b i g g e r  d e c i s i o n s  
 

9  –  1 2  M o n t h s  B e f o r e  
 

Choose your wedding party  
 

Book the offic iant  
 

Hire the band,  caterers and bar tenders  
 

Hire the photographer and videogr apher  
 

N o w  y o u  r e a l l y  n e e d  t o  s t a r t  p l a n n i n g  
 

Purchase your wedding dress  
 

Reserve a block of  hotel  rooms 
 

 THE LONG ENGAGEMENT  

Launch your wedding website  
 

A s  S o o n  a s  Y o u  G e t  E n g a g e d  
 

Come up with your budget and start saving  
 

S t a r t  w i t h  t h e  e a s y  s t u f f  
 

Create your wedding regis try  
 

7 - 8  M o n t h s  B e f o r e  
 

Select and purchase your invitations  
 

Meet with the offic iant to plan the ceremony  
 

Start composing a day-of timeline  Send out your save the dates  
 

Meet with and book the f lorist  
 

Start planning the honeymoon  
 

Shop for bridesmaids’  dresses  
 

Arrange transportation  
 

5 - 6  M o n t h s  B e f o r e   
 

Book the rehearsal  & rehearsal  dinner venues  
 

Book hair  and makeup artists  
 

Purchase wedding shoes and accessories  
 

Schedule cake tastings and order the cake  
 

Start gathering ideas in  a swipe fi le  
 
Make a rough draft of  the guest l ist  
 

Choose a date (or 2 -3 so you have wiggle room) 
 

Get engagement photos taken  
 

Finalize your guest l is t and gather addresses  
 

Start dress shopping 
 

Order save the dates  
 



 

  
3 - 4  M o n t h s  B e f o r e  

 
Finalize the menu and flowers  
 

Choose your readings  
 

Purchase your l ingerie  
 

Order wedding favors  
 

Print menu cards and programs  
 

Finalize the order of  ceremony and reception  
 

Send your event schedule to the vendor s 
 

Purchase the rings  
 

2  M o n t h s  B e f o r e  
 Meet with the photographer  

 

Ask vendors any remaining questions  
 

Have your bachelorette party  
 

Review the playlist with the band or deejay  
 

Send out the invitations  
 

Submit newspaper wedding announcement 
 

1  M o n t h  B e f o r e  
 

Record al l  your RSVPs  
 

Have your last (hopefully! )  dress f it ting  
 

Purchase alcohol  
 

Get your marriage l icense  
 

Mail  rehearsal  dinner invitations  
 

Send as many final  payments as possible  
 

Create seating assignments  
 

Confirm times for hair  and makeup  
 

Email  directions to al l  shuttle drivers  
 

Purchase bridesmaids’  gifts  

Get your hair  cut and colored 
 

Write your wedding vows  
 

W e e k  o f  t h e  W e d d i n g  
 

Delegate small  wedding day tasks  
 

Reconfirm arrival  times with vendors  
 

Confirm details  with the photographer  Send a timeline to the bridal  party  
 

Pick up your dress  
 

Send the final  guest count to the caterer  
 

Assemble and deliver the welcome baskets  
 

Break in  your shoes  
 

Pack a suitcase for the honeymoon  
 

Pack day-of and wedding night essentials  
 

Get a massage to rel ieve some of that stress!  
 

Write a note to the groom  
 

Get a manicure and pedicure  
 

Confirm any weather -related backup plans  
 

Purchase thank you cards (for early gifts)  
 



 

  

5  M o n t h s  B e f o r e  
 

Order your invitations  Start shopping for groom’s attire  
 

Have an engagement party  
 

Tour your top venues and put down a deposit  

Choose your wedding party  
 

Book the offic iant  
 

Hire the band,  caterers and bar tenders  
 

Hire the photographer and videogr apher  
 

Purchase your dress,  shoes and accessories  
 

Reserve a block of  hotel  rooms  
 

Launch your wedding website  
 

Create your wedding regis try  
 

4  M o n t h s  B e f o r e  
 

Book hair  and makeup artists  
 

Meet with the offic iant to plan the ceremony  
 

Start composing a day-of timeline  

Meet with and book the f lorist  
 

Start planning the honeymoon  
 

Shop for bridesmaids’  dresses  
 

Arrange transportation  
 

Book the rehearsal  & rehearsal  dinner venues  
 

Schedule cake tastings and order the cake  
 

A s  S o o n  a s  Y o u  G e t  E n g a g e d  
 

Create your wedding m ood board 
 
Make a rough draft of  the guest l ist  
 

Choose a date  
 

Get engagement photos taken  
 

Finalize your guest l is t and gather addresses  
 

 

Send out your save the dates  
 

Start shopping for your wedding dress  
 

 

Book fl ights and hotel  for the honeymoon  
 

3  M o n t h s  B e f o r e  
 

Write your vows  Get your marriage l icense  
 

Finalize the menu and flowers  
 

Choose your readings  
 

Purchase your l ingerie  
 

Order wedding favors  
 

Print menu cards and programs  
 

Finalize the order of  ceremony and re ception  
 

Send your event schedule to the vendors  
 

Purchase the rings  
 

 THE SHORT ENGAGEMENT  

T h i s  c h e c k l i s t  i s  f o r  t h o s e  o f  y o u r  p l a n n i n g  a  w e d d i n g  i n  6  m o n t h s  o r  l e s s .  
A l t h o u g h  s h o r t  e n g a g e m e n t s  r e q u i r e  h a r d  w o r d  a n d  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a n  

l o n g e r  e n g a g e m e n t s ,  t h i s  c h e c k l i s t  h e l p s  y o u  h i t  a l l  t h e  k e y  d a t e s  a n d  m i l e s t o n e s  
y o u  n e e d  t o  m a k e  y o u r  b i g  d a y  g o  o f f  w i t h o u t  a  h i t c h .   

 

 

Come up with your budget and start saving  
 



 

  
2  M o n t h s  B e f o r e  

 

Meet with the photographer  
 

Ask vendors any remaining questions  
 

Have your bachelorette party  
 

Review the playlist with the band or deejay  
 

Send out the invitations  
 

Submit newspaper wedding announcement  
 

1  M o n t h  B e f o r e  
 

Record al l  your RSVPs  
 

Have your last (hopefully! )  dress f it ting  
 

Purchase alcohol  
 

Get your marriage l icense  
 

Mail  rehearsal  dinner invitations  
 

Send as many final  payments as possible  
 

Create seating assignments  
 

Confirm times for hair  and makeup  
 

Email  directions to al l  shuttle drivers  
 

Purchase bridesmaids’  gifts  

Get your hair  cut and colored  
 

Write your wedding vows 
 

W e e k  o f  t h e  W e d d i n g  
 

Delegate small  wedding day tasks  
 

Reconfirm arrival  times with vendors  
 

Confirm details  with the photographer  
Send a timeline to the bridal  party  
 

Pick up your dress  
 

Send the final  guest count to the caterer  
 

Assemble and deliver the welcome baskets  
 

Break in  your shoes 
 

Pack a suitcase for the honeymoon  
 

Pack day-of and wedding night essentials  
 

Get a massage to rel ieve some of that stress!  
 

Write a note to the groom  
 

Get a manicure and pedicure  
 

Confirm any weather -related backup plans  
 

Purchase thank you cards (for early gifts)  
 



  

Destination weddings require a little more planning and smidge more organization than traditional, close-to-home 

weddings. Be sure to give yourself extra time (and a little wine!) to get everything done with as little stress as possible. 

1 2  –  1 6  M o n t h s  B e f o r e   
 

Create your wedding mood board  
 

Research marriage requirements in  your location  
 

Have an engagement party  
 

Contract a weddin g venue & schedule a visit  

9  –  1 2  M o n t h s  B e f o r e  
 

Choose your wedding party  
 

Work with your locatio n to f ind a caterer  
 

Order save the dates  
 

Contract a photographer and videographer  
 

Purchase your wedding dress  
 

Reserve a block of  hotel  rooms  
 

Launch your wedding website  
 

Create your wedding regis try  
 

7 - 8  M o n t h s  B e f o r e  
 

Select and purchase your invitations  
 

Select an offic iant  
 

Start composing a day-of timeline  Send out your save the dates  
 

Reserve block of  hotel  rooms for guests  
 

Shop for bridesmaids’  dresses  
 

5 - 6  M o n t h s  B e f o r e  
 

Make arrangements for rehearsal  dinner  
 

Book hair  and makeup artists  
 

Choose formalwear for the groomsmen  
 

Order the cake 
 

A s  S o o n  a s  Y o u  G e t  E n g a g e d  
 

Come up with your budget and start sa ving 
 

Start looking for a destination wedding venue  

Make a rough draft of  the guest l ist  
 

Choose a date (or 2 -3 so you have wiggle room)  
 

Get engagement photos taken  
 

Finalize your  guest l is t and gather addresses  
 

Start dress shopping 
 

Select an on -site wedding planner  
 

Book florist and musicians  
 

Begin researching honeymoon locations  
 

 THE DESTINATION WEDDING  



 

  3 - 4  M o n t h s  B e f o r e  
 

Finalize the menu and flowers  
 

Choose your readings 
 

Purchase your l ingerie  
 

Order wedding favors  
 

Purchase the rings  
 

Finalize the order of  ceremony and reception  
 

Purchase bridal  shoes and accessories  
 

Book airfare for your wedding  
 

2  M o n t h s  B e f o r e  
 

Come up with the reception playlist  
 

Purchase reception decorations  
 

Have your bachelorette party  
 

Finalize details  with al l  vendors  
 

Send out the invitations  
 

Purchase thank you cards (for early gifts)  
 

1  M o n t h  B e f o r e  
 

Record al l  your RSVPs  
 

Have your last (hopefully! )  dress f it ting  
 

Prepare day-of tips and cash payments  Get your marriage l icense  
 

Mail  rehearsal  dinner invitations  
 

Send as many final  payments as possible  
 

Create seating assignments  
 

Confirm times for hair  and makeup  
 

Get your hair  cut and colored  
 

Purchase bridesmaids’  gifts  

Write your wedding vows  
 

W e e k  o f  t h e  W e d d i n g  
 

Delegate small  wedding day tasks  
 

Do a walk-through of your venue 
 

Confirm details  with the photographer  Send a timeline to the bridal  party  
 

Confirm fl ight and hotel  bookings  
 

Send the final  guest count to the caterer  
 

Assemble and deliver the welcome baskets  
 

Get your marriage l icense  
 

Pack a suitcase for the honeymoon  
 

Pack day-of and wedding night essentials  
 

Have your dress steamed to remove wrinkles  
 

Write a note to the groom  
 

Get a manicure and pedicure  
 

Confirm any weather -related backup plans  
 

Obtain passports and get vaccines  
 

Book any necessary rentals  
 

Choose and order invitations  
 

Book airfare for your wedding  
 



  

While you might think of elopements as being the ultimate fuss-free wedding, they still require some planning. Here are 

all the things you might possibly need to do before the big day. 

 

Put down the deposit on a package,  if  necessary  

Book the offic iant  
 

Hire the photographer  
 

Create a wedding registry (optional)  
 

Get engagement photos taken  
 

4  M o n t h s  B e f o r e  
 

Purchase hair  and makeup supplies  
 

Start planning the honeymoon  
 

Ask your witness to be a part of  your wedding  
 

Book fl ights and hote l  for the honeymoon  
 

3  M o n t h s  B e f o r e  
 

Start to col lect ideas for hair  and makeup  
 

Purchase your dress,  shoes and accessories  
 

Purchase your l ingerie and a garter  
 

Purchase a wedding gift for your spouse -to-be  Purchase the rings  
 

Get your marriage l icense (if  not getting 
married at the courthouse)  
 

2  M o n t h s  B e f o r e  
 

Meet with the photographer  
 

Have your bachelorette party  
 

Do a hair  and makeup trial  run  
 

Reserve your date at the courthouse  
 

5  M o n t h s  B e f o r e  
 

Start shopping for your dress  

Find your venue  

Send final  payment  for wedding package 
 

Order the cake (if  not making it  yourself)  
 

 

Reserve your wedding night hotel  room  

 

6  M o n t h s  B e f o r e  
 

Come up with your budget and start saving  
 

Start shopping for groom’s attire  
 

Choose a location for your elopement  
 

Choose a date  
 

Make travel  arrangements to/from the wedding  

Purchase groom’s attire  
 

 THE ELOPEMENT 

Start researching elopement packages  
 



 

 

1  M o n t h  B e f o r e  
 

Pre-record wedding music  
 

Purchase champagne 
 

Confirm wedding date and time  
 

Confirm date and time with photographer  
 

Write your wedding vows  
 

 

Get your hair  cut and colored  
 

 

W e e k  o f  t h e  W e d d i n g  
 

Make your wedding cake  
 

Pack a suitcase for the  honeymoon 
 

Get a manicure and pedicure  
 

Purchase f lowers  
 

Write a note to the groom  
 

Confirm any weather -related backup plans  
 

Break in  your shoes  
 

Pack day-of and wedding night essentials  
 

Try on your dress one last ti me 
 

Confirm arrival  time with your witness  
 

A f t e r  t h e  W e d d i n g  
 

Send elopement announcements  
 

Mail  thank you notes for wedding presents  
 

Plan a reception for friends and family  
 

Share wedding photos with loved ones  
 


