
 
 

Packing and Travel Checklist 
 
We’re looking forward to welcoming you to Patagonia River Ranch. We’ve compiled this 
checklist to help you prepare for your trip. Please make sure that all members of your party have 
a copy. As always, if you have any questions, please call or email us.  
 
Essentials 

❏ *PASSPORT* (plus an extra photocopy, in case you misplace it) 
❏ Airline confirmations, hotel confirmations and phone numbers (paper copies) 
❏ Trip Itinerary (paper copy) 

 
Weather 
The weather in Patagonia will test your gear and clothing, as it can be warm and sunny or cold, 
windy and rainy, all in the same week (or sometimes in the same day for that matter!). Being 
well-prepared is important to enjoying your trip to the fullest. 
  
In the months of December through March, the typical daytime temperature averages anywhere 
from the mid-70s to the upper 80s. The evenings generally cool off to a comfortable 
temperature. Weather in November and April can be more variable, similar to May and October 
in the Rockies. It’s best to be prepared for anything... and then be pleasantly surprised! 
  
If you’d like to check the forecast for the week of your visit, this is a good site (but please keep 
in mind, weather forecasting is never a perfect science): 
 

Weather Underground (location is San Martin de los Andes and/or Chapelco) 
http://www.wunderground.com/q/locid:ARNN0061;loctype:1 

 
Clothing 
We advise using the “layer method”... have more than you think you need and take layers off as 
needed. Insulated, quick-drying clothing is always recommended for Patagonia fly-fishing and 
other outdoor activities. Leave your cotton at home!  
 
The dress code at the ranch is casual, but resort wear is also appropriate. 
 

❏ Socks - The water is cold, and weather can vary. You need to take several pairs of thick 
warm socks. Fleece and capilene are best. 

 
 

http://www.wunderground.com/q/locid:ARNN0061;loctype:1


 
❏ Long Underwear - Polypropylene, fleece, capilene pants or long underwear are best for 

under your waders. You can also wear lightweight, quick drying pants (if you take your 
waders off mid-day).  

❏ Shirts, Jackets and Layering - Even during the summer months, weather in Patagonia 
can be variable, so warm, long-sleeve shirts and good fleece layering is essential. You 
definitely should have an insulating outer-garment to keep comfortable on cooler or 
damp days. Fleece or down vests are great for extra insulation, and a good quality rain 
jacket is a must. 

❏ Gloves - Anglers should consider a pair of sun gloves for protection from the sun and 
wind. And a pair of  warm synchilla (or equivalent) gloves isn’t a bad idea to take along.  

❏ Hats / Caps - A wide-brimmed hat or baseball cap is essential for sun protection. A 
wool, beanie/ ski-type hat for insulation might also come in handy. 

 
Miscellaneous Items 

❏ Sunscreen with high SPF 
❏ Polarized Sunglasses 
❏ Croakies or similar eyewear retainer 
❏ Lip Balm with SPF 
❏ Insect Repellent - natural or Deet rub on repellant (remember that aerosol cans are not 

allowed on planes) 
❏ Camera - remember battery charger or spare batteries 
❏ Electronic devices with chargers - adapters 
❏ Prescription Medication 
❏ Toiletries 
❏ Reading Material 
❏ Casual clothing and footwear 
❏ Notepad/Pen 
❏ Boots with a heel (if you would like to horseback ride) 
❏ Cash (USD) - see Things to Know page for more information 

 
Adapters/Voltage (U.S.) 
In Argentina the standard voltage is 220V and the frequency is 50Hz (in the U.S. it’s 100V). The 
power sockets are of type C and I. You’ll need an adapter to plug into these sockets. If the label 
of your charger(s) states 'INPUT: 100-240V, 50/60 Hz', then the appliance can be used in all 
countries in the world without a converter. This is common for chargers of tablets/laptops, 
cameras, cell phones, toothbrushes, etc. If the label does not say 220V, you’ll need to purchase 
a voltage converter to prevent causing seriously damage your electronics and potentially hurting 
yourself.  
 

❏ Type C & I Adapters 
❏ Voltage Converter - if your chargers don’t have “INPUT: 100-240V, 50/60Hz” label 

 
More info here: http://whatplug.info/from/usa/to/argentina  

http://whatplug.info/from/usa/to/argentina


Fish and Tackle Packing List 
  

We can provide our guests with all the necessary gear (rods, reels, waders, boots), but we 
strongly suggest bringing your own 6-weight travel rod if you own one. Your fishing guide will 
also have all the necessary flies, leaders and tippet for each fishing situation you’ll encounter.  
  
Rods 
We strongly encourage guests to bring their own rod(s) so you’re fishing with what you’re 
accustomed to. However for those who don’t have a 6-weight travel rod, please let us know that 
you’d like to use our rod(s).  
 
Please keep in mind is that Argentine trout are large and strong, so we recommend a 6-weight 
for covering the widest range of flies and conditions (a 4-piece rod for packing convenience).  A 
7-weight is sometime useful for streamers and cutting through the wind. A 5-weight could be 
used for targeting fish in the smaller side channels with a dry fly.  
 
Aerolineas Argentinas will not allow you to carry your rod onto the plane, so it needs to be either 
in your checked baggage for the domestic flight. Please see Aerolineas Baggage PDF for more 
details and regulations. 
 
Reels 
If you bring your own rod(s), you’re welcome to use our reels (just make a note of this in your 
pre-trip questionnaire).  
 
If you’re bringing your own reel, make sure it matches/balances your rod. Your reel should have 
a dependable drag system that will not fail under high stress, and that will allow you to recover 
line rapidly. Patagonia trout are very strong and will take a lot of line, and at times will go into 
your backing. Inferior reels can mean the difference between landing or losing the fish of your 
dreams. 
  
Fly Lines 
The majority of your fishing will be done using floating lines in weight forward tapers. In some 
conditions, to increase your chances of hooking a monster trout you could use a sink-tip or full 
sinking fly line. Sink-tips that get down quickly are the most versatile choice, and are also the 
easiest to pick up and recast (one thing is certain, you WILL be making a lot of casts!).  
  
Waders 
You’ll be in your waders all day, so they need to be comfortable and breathable. On many days 
in the middle of the summer, you’ll be very comfortable wet-wading.  
  
Wading Boots 
You’ll be wearing your wading boots all day, so it’s important they fit well and are comfortable. 
Also, in order to go through customs, they need to be 100% clean (Argentine customs officers 
may check this carefully if they see you’re a fisherman!). Also, no metal studs please. If the 
weather’s suitable for wet-wading, you may want to have a pair of wading sandals.  



Other Optional Items 
Pliers/Hemostats/Snips 
Lanyard 
Finger/stripping guard 
 
Your fishing guide will supply you with a dry bag at the beginning of your stay, so use this for 
storing as much extra clothing you want to take along in the boat each day (for sure it’s better to 
have more than you might need than not enough!). Or use the dry bag for when you shed outer 
layers as the temperatures warm up during the day.  
 
Flies  
Our fishing guides will provide you with the perfect flies for every possible occasion, so there’s 
definitely no need to bring any flies. However, for those who like to tie their own, let us know and 
we’re happy to send you a list of the most popular patterns. 
 
 

We’re excited you’ll be visiting soon… you’re in for the trip of a lifetime! 
 
 
If you have any questions, please contact our U.S. office (307-739-8093) or email us at 
info@PatagoniaRiverRanch.com 
  
Saludos, 
 
Kim Vletas, Melanie Ross and Abby Clark 
Guest Coordinators  
U.S. Office, Jackson Hole, Wyoming 
 

 


