Centre for Professional Ethics, Keele University

MA Dissertation Proposal Form

You should work on this form while waiting to be allocated a supervisor and submit it for comments as
soon as possible afterwards. Your supervisor will suggest improvements and will agree the final
version with you.

Student’s name:

Supervisor’'s name:

Course: Date:

Proposed title for dissertation
This need not be in the form of a question but should concisely indicate the topic of the dissertation. Choose a title
that is appropriate for inclusion in your CV.

What is the key question/problem to be addressed by the dissertation?

Why is this an interesting and/or important question to address?
This may include ways in which the question/problem arises from your own professional background, from current
debates and controversies, current practice, professional codes etc.

What are the main answers that have been (or could be) given to this question/problem?
Here you need to show that the question is one on which people can or do take different view, and to indicate
what those views are.

What are the main ethical issues raised by this question/problem?




What assumptions and stipulations will you make when constructing your arguments?

What will you assume to be true at the beginning of the dissertation? Will you approach the problem from the
perspective of a particular moral theory such as consequentialism or virtue ethics? Will you assume the truth of
certain moral principles (e.g. the “four principles’)? Will you rely on particular definitions of key concepts? Are
there any disputed factual claims that you will take to be true ‘for the sake of the argument’?

Scope of the dissertation
Are there relevant issues that you are not going to address in this dissertation? Are you going to focus on a
particular subset of the relevant arguments and issues? If so, which ones and why?

Outline of the proposed structure of the dissertation

For each substantive chapter give the title and a short paragraph explaining what the chapter aims to achieve
(e.g. what question it aims to answer or what information it aims to provide), and what issues it will cover (e.g.
particular ethical principles, accounts of relevant law or professional codes, descriptions of current practice). The
descriptions of each chapter’s aims should give an indication of how it contributes to answering your key question
or problem. NB. You do not need to include the introduction as this should be completed last and can be based
on the contents of this proposal.




Outline of proposed structure [continued]




Outline of proposed structure [continued]

Timetable
Please give an estimated date for submitting each draft chapter to your supervisor. Remember that you don’t
need to wait for feedback on each chapter before beginning work on the next. You should allow time to send your

supervisor drafts of each chapter plus a revised draft of the whole dissertation. See the Year 2 timetable in the
Course Handbook for more detailed guidance.
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