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NOTE 

 
1. Users of this Technical Reference should refer to the relevant professional or experts for any technical 

advice on the subject matter.  SPRING Singapore shall not be liable for any damages whether directly 
or indirectly suffered by anyone as a result of reliance on this Technical Reference. 

 
2. Compliance with this Technical Reference does not exempt users from legal obligations. 
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Foreword 
 
 
This Technical Reference (TR) was prepared by the Technical Committee on Logistics under the 
direction of the Manufacturing Standards Committee (MSC).  The MSC endorsed the TR on 29 
January 2015.   
 
This TR serves as a reference and guide on the conduct of visual survey and inspection, accurate 
reporting and updating of the condition of the freight container at each point of handing and taking 
over.  It establishes the baseline on common definitions and terminologies, visual qualitative and 
quantitative survey and dissemination of the information on the conditions of the freight container to 
minimise disputes and delays at each point of the interchange. 
 
The “NOTES” in the TR are for information only and are not to be construed as an addition or 
modification of a requirement.  The TR is not intended to qualify any claim for or investigation into the 
cause of damage.  It does not preclude users from potential errors and misinterpretations of the 
information derived.   
 
This TR is not to be regarded as a Singapore Standard.   It is made available for provisional 
application over a period of two years, but does not have the status of a Singapore Standard.  The 
aim is to use the experience gained to modify the TR so that it can be adopted as a Singapore 
Standard.  Users of the TR are invited to comment on its technical content, ease of use, and any 
ambiguities or anomalies.  These comments can be submitted using the feedback form provided at 
the end of the TR and will be taken into account in the review of the publication.  At the end of the two 
years, this TR will be reviewed by the Working Group (WG), taking into consideration the comments 
received, to determine its suitability as a Singapore Standard.  Submission for approval by the 
Standards Council as a Singapore Standard will be carried out only upon agreement after the review. 
 
Acknowledgement is made to the following organisations for the use of their works: 
 

 The figure in Annex A is reproduced from Guide for Container Equipment Inspection, Fifth 
edition (“IICL-5”), September 2006, published by The Institute of International Container 
Lessors. 

 

 Photographs from Annex C are reproduced by courtesy of the Container Depot Association 
(Singapore).  

 
This TR is expected to be referred to by the shipping lines, container owners, container lessors, 
terminal operators, logistics service providers, container depot operators, consignees and shippers.   
 
Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this TR may be the subject of patent 
rights.  SPRING Singapore shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all of such patent rights.  
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Technical Reference for freight container equipment interchange 
receipt 
 
 

1 Scope  
 
This Technical Reference (TR) comprises three components which 
 
(a) stipulate the definitions and descriptions of the conditions of freight containers; 
 
(b) provide the user with guidelines on the conduct of visual survey of freight containers; and  
 
(c) recommend the relay and acknowledgement of the condition of the freight container at each 

handover point of the freight container through the container supply chain. 
 
This TR does not cover details of training necessary for its effective implementation. To be effective, 
suitable training conducted by qualified trainers is recommended.  
 
Recommended training shall include the following topics: 
 

 Intended purpose of the container equipment interchange receipt (CEIR); 
 

 Definitions of normal dents and reportable damages; 
 

 Requirements and safety considerations in the conduct of the visual survey; and 
 

 Documentation and transmission of information with photographic evidence to the relevant 
parties.  

 
 
2 Normative references 
 
The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this TR.  For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies.  For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies.  
 

ISO 668 Series 1 freight containers – Classification, dimensions and ratings 
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