
THOMAS FIRE
ELECTRICAL PLAN CHECK GUIDELINES

START WITH: Contact SCE Planning at 800-655-4555 for the new service size and location, an SCE 
Planner will provide SCE website online direction for the location of the equipment. Some of the lots will 
have overhead equipment connection and some will have underground connection pull box’s that may 
determine the maximum size (in amps) of the service equipment allowed by SCE. This contact information is 
very important because depending on which type of service is present there may be limits to your new service 
panel size. A typical residential service panel can range in size between 125 amps – 400 amps. Once the location 
is established this will be the point in the foundation where the concrete encased grounding electrode will be 
installed, this is the most important component of an electrical service. When locating a semi flush service panel 
be careful not to show it where there is a structural shear wall, this will compromise the structural value. A 
surface mount panel will solve this problem as they mount on the wall not in the wall. Please see the attached 
SCE service panel installation graphics. 

NOTE:  It is important for you to contact your local Telephone and TV provider as well, coordinating with 
these utilities may take some time. 

2016 California Electrical Code as it applies to single family dwellings. The most important code 
applications in the design stage for plan check are articles 210.8(A) , 210.11 , 210.12(A) , 210.52 , 230 , and 
250.52

AFCI requirements have been expanded for all electrical outlets located in dwelling unit kitchens and laundry 
rooms, this would include detectors, all lights, receptacles, refrigerator, microwaves, dishwashers, garbage 
disposals, washers, and dryers.

GFCI requirements have been expanded to include garbage disposals, dishwashers, refrigerators, laundry 
receptacles, garage receptacles including one receptacle for each parking space and the garage door opener. 

A new circuit breaker is now available just about everywhere; it’s called a DFCI or dual function circuit 
interrupter. This device will provide both AFCI and GFCI in one unit and takes the confusion out of how to 
provide both types of protection when required. (Kitchen and Laundry)

Lighting:  All lighting is required to be high efficacy – incandescent lighting is no longer allowed. Recessed 
lighting in clothes closets must be totally enclosed  

Energy Code: Lighting control or switching at laundry areas, bathrooms, garages, and utility rooms over 
70 square feet now require a vacancy sensor. This device uses manual on and automatic off when the room is 
empty.

Panel / Load Schedule:   We have included a blank panel schedule as well as a sample. Depending on the 
electrical design and equipment shown on the submittal load schedule could vary greatly. Sub panels with 
circuit breakers cannot be located in clothes closets.

Questions: Please call Building and Safety 805-654-7869.
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Figure S-5: Workspace - Surface-Mounted or Semi-Flush Meter Installation 
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Surface-Mounted or 
Semi-Flush Meter Installation 

1. The horizontal clearance from the centerline of the meter to the nearest side wall or other obstruction shall be 10 inches 
minimum. A horizontal clearance from the edge of the meter panel to the edge of a window or doorway (including sliding glass 
doors) shall be 10 inches minimum. A gas meter or plumbing fixture that does not protrude more than 6 inches out from the wall, 
or extend less than 18 inches horizontally from the outside edge of the meter panel, shall not be considered an obstruction. See 
Figure 5-4 (Page 5-24). 

2. A level working and standing surface, clear and unobstructed, entirely on the property of the customer, shall be provided. The 
minimum width of the workspace shall be 36 inches overall, but need not be centered beneath the meter. The minimum depth of 
the workspace shall be 36 inches. Where meters are enclosed in a closet or recessed in an enclosure, the depth of the 
workspace is measured from the outer face of the closet or recess. The minimum height of the workspace shall be 78 inches.

Approved 

Effective Date 
07-31-2009 

Meters - EXO Installations 

Electrical Service Requirements 
SCE Public 

ESR-5 

Page 
5-25 
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