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U.S. Global Health Budget: Family Planning & 
Reproductive Health (FP/RH) 
 

The U.S. has been involved in Family Planning & Reproductive Health (FP/RH) since the 1960s and is currently the 
largest donor to global FP/RH efforts in the world. The majority of U.S. FP/RH funding is provided through the U.S. 
Agency for International Development (USAID) for bilateral activities, with additional funding provided through the 
State Department for the U.S. contribution to the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). Funding for FP/RH rose 
steadily over its first two decades of U.S. support, but has since fluctuated over time, including declines in some 
periods. After funding declined in the prior decade, and then flattened, it rose steeply in 2009, hitting its peak in 2010 
($715 million).1 U.S. funding for FP/RH declined the following year and has since remained relatively flat at just about 
$600 million, accounting for approximately 5-7% of the U.S. global health budget each year. In FY 2017, FY 2018, 
and FY 2019 the Administration invoked the Kemp-Kasten amendment, prohibiting U.S. contributions to UNFPA, and 
is expected to do the same in FY 2020. The President’s FY 2021 request proposes to reduce funding for FP/RH to 
$259 million (-57% below the FY 2020 enacted level), as well as eliminate the U.S. contribution to UNFPA.  

U.S. International FP/RH Funding: Figures 

 

U. S. International FP/RH Funding: Table 

 

1 PAI. Cents and Sensibility: U.S. International Family Planning Assistance from 1965 to the Present. Accessed August 2017 at 
https://pai.org/centsandsensibility/  

                                                      
 

Agency 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020*
2021 

Request

USAID $663.7 $595.6 $608.3 $586.2 $591.6 $591.1 $573.2 $607.5 $607.5 $607.5 $575.1 $259.0

Global Health Programs (GHP) $528.6 $527.0 $528.8 $532.4 $528.3 $528.1 $524.0 $556.5 $556.5 $556.5 $524.0 $237.0

Economic Support Fund (ESF) $125.2 $57.8 $72.5 $53.9 $63.4 $63.0 $49.3 $51.1 $51.1 $51.1 $51.1 $22.0

Assistance for Europe, Eurasia, 

and Central Asia (AEECA)
$9.8 $10.8 $7.0 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

State $51.4 $37.0 $30.2 $28.9 $30.7 $30.8 $30.7 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $32.5 $0.0

United Nations Population 

Fund (UNFPA)
$51.4 $37.0 $30.2 $28.9 $30.7 $30.8 $30.7 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $32.5 $0.0

Total $715.1 $632.6 $638.5 $615.1 $622.3 $621.9 $603.9 $607.5 $607.5 $607.5 $607.6 $259.0

Share of U.S. Global Health 

Funding
7% 6% 6% 6% 6% 5% 6% 6% 6% 6% 5% 3%

Table 1: Historical Funding by Agency for International FP/RH; in millions

NOTES: Totals include base and supplemental funding. FY13 includes the effects of sequestration. FY20 is based on funding provided in the “Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020” 

(P.L. 116-94) and is a preliminary estimate. FP/RH funding provided through the Economic Support Fund (ESF) account at USAID is not yet known for the FY21 Request and is 

assumed to remain at prior year request levels. In FY17, FY18, and FY19 the administration invoked the Kemp-Kasten amendment to prohibit contributions to UNFPA (see "UNFPA 

Funding & Kemp-Kasten: An Explainer") and transferred the funding to the GHP account for bilateral FP/RH activities. *It is anticipated that the administration will also invoke the 

Kemp-Kasten amendment in FY20 to prohibit contributions to UNFPA; it is assumed these funds will be transferred to bilateral FP/RH programs under the GHP account at USAID as 

was done in FY17, FY18, and FY19. In the FY19, FY20, and FY21 Requests, the administration proposed to consolidate the Development Assistance (DA), Economic Support Fund 

(ESF), the Assistance for Europe, Eurasia, and Central Asia (AEECA), Democracy Fund (DF), and International Organizations & Programs (IO&P) accounts in to one new account – 

the Economic Support and Development Fund (ESDF). 

SOURCE: Kaiser Family Foundation analysis of data from the Office of Management and Budget, Agency Congressional Budget Justifications, Congressional Appropriations Bills, 

and U.S. Foreign Assistance Dashboard [website], available at: www.foreignassistance.gov. 
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NOTES: : Includes FP/RH funding through USAID as well as U.S. contributions to UNFPA. Includes base and supplemental funding. FY13 includes the effects of sequestration. FY20 is based on funding provided in the 

“Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020” (P.L. 116-94) and is a preliminary estimate. In the FY19, FY20, and FY21 Requests, the administration proposed to consolidate the Development Assistance (DA), Economic Support 

Fund (ESF), the Assistance for Europe, Eurasia, and Central Asia (AEECA), Democracy Fund (DF), and International Organizations & Programs (IO&P) accounts in to one new account – the Economic Support and 

Development Fund (ESDF). FY21 Request funding for FP/RH through the ESF account is based on FY20 Request amounts provided through the ESDF account. 

SOURCE: Kaiser Family Foundation analysis of data from the Office of Management and Budget, Agency Congressional Budget Justifications, Congressional Appropriations Bills, and U.S. Foreign Assistance Dashboard 

[website], available at: www.foreignassistance.gov. 

U.S. Funding for International Family Planning/ Reproductive Health (FP/RH), 

FY 2001-FY 2021 Request
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NOTES: Represents total known funding (base and supplemental) provided through the State Department, USAID, CDC, NIH, and DoD. HIV includes funding through State/OGAC, USAID, CDC, NIH, and DoD. Malaria 

includes funding through USAID, CDC, NIH, and DoD. TB includes funding through USAID and CDC. Nutrition, NTDs, and Vulnerable Children include funding through USAID. MCH includes funding through USAID and 

CDC as well as contributions to UNICEF. FP/RH includes funding through USAID as well as contributions to UNFPA. Global Health Security includes funding through USAID, CDC, and DoD, as well as emergency Ebola 

and Zika funding. “Other” includes funding through USAID, CDC, and NIH, as well as contributions to WHO and PAHO; global parasitic diseases at CDC; the Fogarty International Center at NIH; as well as the Emergency 

Reserve Fund, which was created in the FY17 Omnibus bill to respond to contagious infectious disease outbreaks, and would be made available if there is an “emerging health threat that poses severe threats to human 

health.” Some FY20 global health funding provided through CDC and the Economic Support Fund (ESF) and Development Assistance (DA) accounts at USAID is not yet known; for comparison purposes, these amounts are 

estimated using prior year levels. 

SOURCE: Kaiser Family Foundation analysis of data from the Office of Management and Budget, Agency Congressional Budget Justifications, Congressional Appropriations Bills, and U.S. Foreign Assistance Dashboard 

[website], available at: www.foreignassistance.gov. 

U.S. Global Health Funding, By Sector, FY 2020

Total = $11 billion
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