Money at Home: Thematic Unit for Years 3&4

Home Budget

Suggested Learning Intentions

Children will:

e learn about the home budget that their parents/
carers use when they do their weekly shopping;

e add and subtract money and use these skills to
solve problems (UMaths]; and

¢ begin to learn new financial words (UMaths].

Suggested Learning and

Teaching Activities

Explain to the class that they are going to explore
further the idea of using a budget at home. Have the
children work in pairs to investigate how they would
spend a budget, and discuss their choices. Use the
Star Price List in Resource C together with Resource
D, Spending a Budget. (Choose an appropriate
‘Amount | Can Spend’ to suit the ability of your
children.)

Use a Think, Pair and Share* method to generate the
children’s ideas about what they think their parents/
carers spend their money on. Use the invented
sample budget below to discuss household expenses
together:

Weekly budget £350

Food £100
Clothes £0
Car £50
Electricity £50
School costs £40
Rent/Mortgage £100

Savings £10

Ask, for example:

e Why is there no money spent on clothes?

e Which items cost the most?

e Why do budgets involve a variety of items?

e Why would parents/carers have a budget like this?

As an additional activity, the children could play
shopping games linked to spending within a budget.
Alternatively, they could play games in The Children’s
Mutual book Making Sense of Money

(email: msom(@thechildrensmutual.co.uk to request
copies of this free resource).

Discuss the children’s home shopping diaries
(Resource B], and set them the task of talking with
their parents/carers about the role of a weekly
budget in deciding how the family money is spent.

* See Active Learning and Teaching Methods for
Key Stages 1&2.
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Resource C
Star Price List
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Resource D
Spending a Budget

Amount | Can Spend:

Choose with a friend what you would buy for the budget your teacher has given you.

Use the Star Price List. Think about your choices.

Spending List

Item

Cost

Total




Active Learning and Teaching Methods for Key Stages 1&2

THINK, PAIR and SHARE

Skills

Thinking, Decision-Making
Working with Others

What is it?

This activity prompts pupils to reflect on an issue or problem and then to share
that thinking with others. Pupils are encouraged to justify their stance using clear
examples and clarity of thought and expression. Pupils extend their conceptual
understanding of a topic and gain practice in using other people’s opinions to
develop their own. A Snowballing approach might be adopted to this methodology.

Implications for classroom layout

If a Snowballing approach is adopted, a large space might be needed for ease of
movement and interaction. Alternatively, pupils can work in pairs or groups of four.

How does it work?

1.

The facilitator presents the class with a particular problem or issue.

Using a Post-Its Collection, pupils spend a period of time gathering their personal
thoughts on the question in hand.

Pupils then discuss their thinking and justify their opinions with a partner. They
should aim to be clear in their thoughts and consequent explanations, using
examples to consolidate their points.

The facilitator may wish to give pupils time-out at this juncture in order to allow
for peer assessment; pupils might feed back to their partners on how well they put
forward and justified their ideas.

Pupils might also be given a short period of time to embellish their information and
opinions before moving into larger groups of four.

A debrief afterwards may focus on the structure of pupil arguments, how opinions
were expressed and justified and what a persuasive argument consisted of.

As an extension activity, pupils might be asked to play devil's advocate and to
present a persuasive argument which differs from their own true opinions.



Active Learning and Teaching Methods for Key Stages 1&2

SNOWBALLING

Skills

Working with Others
Thinking, Problem-Solving, Decision-Making

What is it?

This technique enables pupils to think about their own responses to issues and
gradually begin a collaboration process with those around them to consider
their thoughts on the same theme. It is a useful way of encouraging less vocal
pupils to share ideas initially in pairs and then in larger groups. It also ensures
that everyone’s views on an issue may be represented and allows a whole class
consensus to be arrived at without a whole class discussion.

Implications for classroom layout

A large space is needed for ease of movement and interaction. Alternatively, pupils
could form clusters around desks and move seats accordingly.

How does it work?

1.

A relevant question is asked or scenario described.
Pupils individually write down their thoughts, opinions and/or suggestions.

Pupils form pairs and compare answers. They discuss their positions and reach an
agreed or compromised position on the issue, which is then recorded.

Pupils move into groups of four and undertake a similar process. Another agreed
position is reached and noted.

The group of four becomes a group of eight and the process is repeated. A further
agreed position is reached.

As the groups get bigger it will be necessary to elect a spokesperson/facilitator,
time-keeper, resource manager, scribe, etc.

A final whole-class position is then discussed and justified.

The view of any pupil who objects strongly to the agreed position could be recorded
if the individual feels that their opinion is not adequately represented.

A debrief afterwards might explore not only knowledge and understanding, but also
the process of the activity: how did pupils come to a decision? How was compromise
reached? What skills were they using?
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POST-IT COLLECTION

Skills

Working with Others
Thinking, Decision-Making, Problem-Solving

What is it?

This method encourages pupils to generate and gather a list of ideas or options
about a particular issue. A Post-It sheet is needed per pupil and a number of sheets
for each group. This activity may be undertaken at the beginning of a topic. It allows
everyone to give their opinion within small groups as opposed to the whole group.

Implications for classroom layout

Groups can work around a table. A flip-chart or board space for presenting
purposes may be useful.

How does it work?

1.
2.
3.

Pupils in groups of four-to-six receive a Post-It sheet per pupil.
Initially, pupils should write down their ideas individually on their own Post-It sheet.

Pupils could then come together in groups and discuss each person’s ideas - this
might lead to some ideas/options being accepted and others rejected.

As a group, pupils could write down their collated ideas on Post-it sheets - one idea
per sheet.

Pupils present their ideas in a group feedback session.

Ideas from every group could then be placed on a flip chart. Pupils might then try
to cluster similar ideas/options together. This will lead to an easy identification

of shared ideas. Different colours of Post-It sheets for each group will allow the
facilitator and groups to see how each group’s thoughts have contributed to the big
picture and will allow for an easy tracking of ideas.

This activity could be followed up by a prioritising method such as Diamond Ranking
or the Ideas Funnel and detailed analysis of ideas through Five Questions or the
Fishbone Strategy.

A debrief after this activity should ask pupils to concentrate on the nature of the
group work. How well did pupils present and justify their ideas and persuade
others? Would the presenter do anything different next time? Was agreement easy
to reach? What were the processes which led to agreement? Who was particularly
effective in putting across ideas and why?

Post-Its could be placed on a Post-Its board within the classroom. Pupils could add
to this board in future lessons, or the class could return to it at the end of the topic
to review learning.





