
Sample Format of a Minimal Library Budget 
Note: This simplified budget roughly corresponds to the Wisconsin Public Library 

Standards 2005 minimum operating budget of $60,000. Actual amounts will vary depending 

on local needs. 

Operating Income 2005 

Actual 

2006 

Budget 

1st 6 

months 

2006 

2006 year 

end 

estimate 

2007 

Budget 

Request 

Municipality $ 

34,700 

$ 

35,500 

$ 35,500 $ 35,500 $ 36,300 

County $ 

22,000 

$ 

21,800 

$ 21,800 $ 21,800 $ 22,000 

State / library system $ 950 $ 950 $ 1000 $ 950 $ 1,050 

Federal (LSTA) $ 550 $ 800 $ 385 $ 800 $ 1,050 

Funds carried 

forward 

$ 0 $ 600 $ 500 $ 600 $ 525 

Fines $ 700 $ 900 $ 390 $ 900 $ 945 

Donations $ 500 $ 500 $ 360 $ 500 $ 500 

Fees/other* $ 100 $ 100 $ 45 $ 100 $ 105 

Transfer from gift 

fund 

$ 500 $ 500 $ 0 $ 500 $ 525 

Operating Income 

Total 

$ 

60,000 

$ 

61,650 

$ 59,980 $ 61,650 $ 63,000 

  

Operating 
Expenditures 

2005 

Actual 

2006 

Budget 

1st 6 

months 

2006 

2006 year 

end 

estimate 

2007 

Budget 

Request 

Salaries and wages $ 

24,150 

$ 

24,700 

$ 13,100 $ 24,700 $ 25,650 



Employee benefits $ 

16,750 

$ 

17,000 

$ 9,000 $ 17,000 $ 16,350 

Books $ 

6,465 

$ 6,700 $ 3,900 $ 6,700 $ 7,035 

Periodicals $ 

1,330 

$ 1,400 $ 600 $ 1,400 $ 1,470 

Video materials $ 950 $ 1,000 $ 400 $ 1,000 $ 1,050 

Audio materials $ 380 $ 400 $ 300 $ 400 $ 420 

Software and 

databases 

$ 475 $ 500 $ 200 $ 500 $ 525 

Contracted services $ 950 $ 1,000 $ 450 $ 1,000 $ 1,050 

Staff, board 

continuing education. 

$ 950 $ 950 $ 650 $ 950 $ 1,050 

Public programming $ 475 $ 500 $ 200 $ 500 $ 525 

Telecommunications $ 

1,425 

$ 1,500 $ 450 $ 1,500 $ 1,575 

Utilities $ 

3,800 

$ 4,000 $ 2,800 $ 4,000 $ 4,200 

Equipment repair $ 475 $ 500 $ 300 $ 500 $ 525 

Supplies $ 

1,425 

$ 1,500 $ 1,000 $ 1,500 $ 1,575 

Operating 

Expenditures Total 

$ 

60,000 

$ 

61,650 

$ 33,700 $ 61,650 $ 63,000 

  

Capital Income 2005 

Actual 

2006 

Budget 

1st 6 

months 

2006 

2006 year 

end 

estimate 

2007 

Budget 

Request 



Municipality $ 

2,000 

$ 3,000 $ 3,000 $ 3,000 $ 3,000 

  

Capital 
Expenditures 

2005 

Actual 

2006 

Budget 

1st 6 

months 

2006 

2006 year 

end 

estimate 

2007 

Budget 

Request 

Equipment 

replacement 

$ 

2,000 

$ 2,000 $ 1,200 $ 2,000 $ 2,000 

New shelving   $ 1,000 $ 200 $ 1,000 $ 1,000 

Capital 

Expenditures Total 

$ 

2,000 

$ 3,000 $ 1,400 $ 3,000 $ 3,000 

  

Total of All 
Expenditures 

$ 

62,000 

$ 

64,650 

$ 34,750 $ 64,650 $ 66,000 

*State law requires that all information-providing public library services be provided free of 

charge. (SeeTrustee Essential #8: Developing the Library Budget for details.) 
 


