
Addressing Behavior Needs in IEPs 
 

When a student’s behavior impedes the student’s learning or that of others, the IEP team must consider 

the use of positive behavioral interventions and supports, and other strategies, to address that behavior. 

34 CFR § 300.324(a)(2)(i). The IEP team may document how behavior is being addressed three ways:  

 

1. Goals and Objectives: The IEP team may address the behavior through annual goals in the 

student’s IEP. 34 CFR § 300.320(a)(2)(i).  

 

2. Special Factors, Supplementary Aids and Assessments: The student’s IEP may include 

modifications in his or her program, support for his or her teachers, and any related services 

necessary to achieve those behavioral goals. 34 CFR § 300.320(a)(4).  

 

3. Functional Behavior Assessment and Positive Behavior Support Plan: If the student needs a 

behavior intervention plan to improve learning and socialization, the behavior intervention plan 

can be included in the IEP and aligned with the goals in the IEP. 34 CFR § 300.324(a)(2)(i).   

o IEPs must include a behavior intervention plan when the student’s behavior has “risen 

to the level of serious behavioral issues.” 

o IEPs can include a behavior intervention plan for students whose behavior is not at that 

level. 

o The IEP must reference and make the connection that the plan exists, but doesn’t need 

to be attached.  

o The IEP should not put all of the details of the behavior plan in the IEP; this gives the IEP 

team the flexibility to make changes to behavior plans outside of the IEP. Otherwise, a 

new IEP or Amendment would be required every time the plan is adjusted.  

 Teams must communicate with parents how they will be making changes to the 

behavior intervention plan and include this in Notice.  

 

 

Note: If a student participates in a program that includes specific behavioral supports for all students 

within the program, those supports can be documented under Anticipated Needs and Other Comments: 

 

If a student participates in such a program, any additional student-specific supports should be 

documented in one of the above outlined methods. 

 

 

 



GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 

1. Complete the PLAAFP that describes the behavioral concern, utilizing recent data.  

 

2. Indicate the need for positive behavioral interventions and supports by checking the appropriate 

box on the Special Factors, Supplementary Aids and Assessment page:  

 

3. Develop applicable goals and objectives: 

 

4. Monitor progress. 

 

 



SPECIAL FACTORS, SUPPLEMENTARY AIDS AND ASSESSMENTS 
 

1. Complete the PLAAFP that describes the behavioral concern, utilizing recent data.  

 

2. Indicate the need for positive behavioral interventions and supports by checking the appropriate 

box on the Special Factors, Supplementary Aids and Assessment page:  

 

3. Outline the needed support on the Special Factors, Supplementary Aids and Assessments page. 

 

4. Monitor progress.  

 

 

  



FUNCTIONAL BEHAVIOR ASSESSMENT/POSITIVE BEHAVIOR SUPPORT PLAN 

 

1. Complete the PLAAFP that describes the behavioral concern, utilizing recent data.  

 

2. Indicate the need for positive behavioral interventions and supports by checking the appropriate 

box on the Special Factors, Supplementary Aids and Assessment page:  

  

3. Reference the Positive Behavior Support Plan on the Special Factors, Supplementary Aids and 

Assessments page: 

 

4. Regularly review PBSP to monitor student progress and plan fidelity.  

 


