
 
 

 

 

CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN 

Form and User Guide  

 
 

 

WHAT IS USED FOR 

 

This document certifies the country of origin of the goods, that is to say, it proves that the goods 

have been manufactured in that country. It is only used for exportations and importations with 

countries which are not part of the EC, so that the products could benefit from the preferential 

regimes and of the application of tariffs that corresponds them. 

 

 

WHO PREPARES IT 

 

The Chambers of Commerce and other official institutions. 

 

 

TO WHOM IT IS ADRESSED 

 

To the import customs clearance.  

 

 

PRACTICAL ADVICE 

 

Usually, the certificate of origin is issued in the dispatching country of the goods, when 

exportation is going to be done. It is a document that certifies the specific origin of the goods 

and, therefore, it is a separated document that must not be included or combined with any other 

one.  

 

The goods description must coincide with that provided in the commercial invoice and in the 

packing list (number, goods description, name of the consignor and of the consignee, 

trademarks, etc.).  

 

For exportations or importations with countries in which the EU has commercial agreements, 

the certificate of origin is replaced with certificates EUR1/EUR-MED and EUR2, and in case the 

goods come from countries registered in the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) the 

certificate is replaced with the model form A or with the model ATR for Turkey.  



 

The most usual certificate of origin is issued in some communitarian languages but it is also 

issued in Arabic, Japanese and Chinese. Nevertheless, it can also be issued in any other language 

in accordance with the practise and commercial needs.  

 

The original certificate is the paper with a sepia background tone but the certified copies that 

have been issued in a similar way have the same value. Only one original copy of the certificate 

is issued for each dispatch of goods.  

 

Usually, the valid period of time is unlimited if the data and the original conditions have not 

changed. However, if at the moment of dispatching the goods there is a long time since the 

issuing date, some difficulties could arise in the import country where this certificate must be 

shown.  

 

 

Each country or trade area (as for Instance NAFTA) has its Certificate of Origin  Form, and also is 

quite common the use of General Certificate of Origin. The following explains how to fill in the 

boxes on the Certificate of Origin used in the countries of the European Union: 

 

Box 1 - Consignor. This box must give the name and address of the exporter. For an exporter 

not based in the European Union, the name and address of the European Union representative 

should be included with the phrase “For and on behalf of” and the name and address of the 

overseas exporter. A supplier, for example a Freight Forwarder or Shipping Agent, can apply 

for a Certificate of Origin on behalf of the exporter provided that Box 1 shows the suppliers 

name and address and the phrase “For and on behalf of” followed by the exporters name and 

address. A multinational corporation can apply for Certificates of Origin on behalf of its 

operations overseas provided that all the company’s invoicing or export administration is 

carried out in the Republic of Ireland. A Commercial invoice should normally be submitted as 

evidence with the application for the Certificate of Origin. The Consignor and Consignee details 

must match with the Commercial Invoice submitted with the application for the Certificate of 

Origin.  

 

Box 2 - Consignee. This should show the name and address of the overseas receiver of the 

goods. If the name and address of the overseas receiver is not known (for example if the goods 

are to be part of a consolidated shipment or the final destination will be decided upon while 

they are in transit), then “To Order” should be inserted with the country of destination.  

 

Box 3 - Country of Origin. This section is the most important, as the origin is the prime 

function of the Certificate. Exporters must be aware of the Rules of Origin in order to make an 

accurate origin declaration. There are three options for the completion of Box 3:   

 

 Goods are of European Union origin: goods that originate within the European Community 

must be designated as “European Community” origin. If necessary, this can be expanded to 

include a particular state within the European Union, e.g. European Community - United 

Kingdom 



 Goods of Non-Community origin (sometimes referred to as goods of “Third Country Origin”) 

- the name of the specific country of origin must be included, for example ‘China’ or 

‘Russia’. Reference to an economic grouping e.g. Mercosur, or a geographical region e.g. 

West Africa, is not acceptable.  

 Goods have multiple origins – this is applicable when a Certificate of Origin is issued for a 

consignment containing a number of different products of different origins. In this case, it is 

acceptable to write “As per Box 6” in Box 3 and then clearly list the specific origin of each 

individual product next to it in Box 6. The origin of each individual product must be clearly 

identifiable.  

 

Box 4 - Transport. Completion of this box is optional, however it is recommended that the 

mode of transport is included, for example sea freight, air freight, road or rail. The description 

‘Mixed Transport’ should be used when there a number of different transport methods being 

used, as is often the case when exporting goods from Ireland.  

 

Box 5 - Remarks. Completion of this section is also optional; however it may be used to refer 

to other documents related to the consignment such as a Letter of Credit, a customer order 

number, or an import license. The Chamber may also use this section if the Certificate needs to 

be endorsed such as to reference the number of a cancelled and replaced Certificate.  

 

Box 6 - Description of Goods. This box should provide an accurate description of the goods in 

the consignment. The following should be considered when writing the description: 

 

Any marks or numbers stenciled on or affixed to the packages should be listed, as well as 

package numbers or port marks. 

The number and type of packaging used, for example crates, pallets, cartons, rolls. This can 

include reference to container numbers. 

Trade descriptions should be used rather than brand names or trademarks. The description 

should allow the nature of the goods to be clearly identified and should not be vague e.g. 

machine parts, chemicals, clothes. 

 

Box 7 - Quantity. This can be expressed in different units of measurement (weight, volume 

etc.) depending on the nature of the product being exported. All entries should be given using 

the metric system. It should be stated clearly whether the weight is gross or net.  

 

Box 8 - Chamber Stamp/Applicant Declaration. This section is reserved for the application of 

the seals and signatures of the certifying Chamber of Commerce. Box 8 should not be 

completed by the exporter on the actual Certificate. Box 8 must be signed and dated by an 

authorized signatory of the applicant company. This comprises the formal application for the 

Certificate as well as a declaration that the information being provided to the Chamber is 

correct. 

 

 

 



Sometimes, the certificate of origin issued by a Chamber of Commerce or other competent 

institution can be replaced with a certificate issued by the own exporter (auto-certification) or 

by including a lettering in the invoice with the sign and the stamp of the export company. 

Nevertheless, before doing this procedure of auto-certification, it is advisable to confirm with 

the importer that the import customs accepts it.  

 

If the certificate of origin is not shown, the import customs may, if it deems it necessary, 

accept the dispatching of goods. In this case, the corresponding tariff would be applied to third 

countries (non preferential origin), without any tariff discount. Once customs clearance has 

been made, the exporter may apply the issuing of a "a posteriori" certificate, in order to 

benefit, always in a justified way and with exceptional nature, from the most favourable tariff 

treatment which corresponds to the country of origin of the goods, by showing this certificate 

in the import customs.  

 

 

DOCUMENTARY OBLIGATION ACCORDING TO AGREED INCOTERMS 

 

Though this document has to be presented in the import customs clearance that usually is 

managed by the importer (except for the Incoterms DDP), the Certificate of Origin Form is always 

requested and handles by the exporter, regardless of Incoterms used. 

 

 

INFORMATION ONLINE 

 

ICC - Chamber Services - Information about Certificates of Origin provided by the International 
Chamber of Commerce.  
 
United States Council for International Business - Information about Certificate of Origin in the 
United States. 

 
Worldchambers - World Chambers Directory. 

http://www.iccwbo.org/chamber-services/
file:///C:/Users/Laura/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/67J3P7BA/scib.org/index.asp%3fdocumentID=4257
http://chamberdirectory.worldchambers.com/










•	 International Proforma Invoice

•	 International Commercial Invoice

•	 Packing List

•	 Delivery Note

•	 International Purchase Order

•	 General Conditions of International Sale

•	 CMR Transport Document

•	 Bill of Lading B/L

•	 Air Waybill AWB

•	 Multimodal Bill of Lading FBL

•	 ATA Carnet

•	 Irrevocable Letter of Credit L/C

•	 Cargo Insurance Certificate

•	 Certificate of Origin

•	 Certificate of Origin Form A

•	 Certificate of Inspection

•	 Certificate of Analysis

•	 Phytosanitary Certificate

•	 Kosher Certificate

•	 Halal Certificate

International Trade and 
Transport Documents

Models of the main international trade and transport documents ready to 
use with explanations about what they are and

practical advice to complete them.

Pack All Documents

http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/international-proforma-invoice
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/international-commercial-invoice
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/packing-list-en
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/delivery-note
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/international-purchase-order
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/general-conditions-of-international-sale
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/cmr-document
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/bill-of-lading-b-l
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/air-waybill-awb
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/multimodal-bill-of-lading-fbl
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/ata-carnet
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/irrevocable-letter-of-credit-l-c
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/cargo-insurance-certificate
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/certificate-of-origin
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/certificate-of-origin-form-a
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/inspection-certificate
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/analysis-certificate
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/phytosanitary-certificate
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/kosher-certificate
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/halal-certificate
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/es/documentos-transporte-comercio-internacional
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/pack-transport-and-trade-documents
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/es/modelos-contratos-internacionales
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/dictionary-of-international-trade
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/business-culture-and-business-etiquette
http://www.globalnegotiator.com/en/international-contract-template-sample

